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| addiftcdacis to their bumour, and act to d the 
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and eriployed: out; that imply 
Providence; ſelf. confdence, an 


5 or the dread Eh — er 
trouble chat may attend it; to be too ready to 
engage to do things when” defired; too liberal 
of promifiag, che coriſequetice of Which is ei- 
ther that their p wes are broken, © or that 


duties through their fault interfere, and ſdme 
Part of thenr e hs He” entices 
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— . not 12 evil, ut 
low their character, and chat proc 
eſteem to become ſureties r trier | 
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hes gp rods # > 1 
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5 fafficient” to ale All — apa to 


2 e — af 
Lord againſt courſes they are e 1 
natening of 5 perfift 


deſpiſe the ch the Lord: and . 
unreclaimed N it in the evils for Which it 8 
inflicted; to refuſe to ſtoop er . 
when the Lord calls by his word and provi- 
denecc to lay the mouth in the duſt beford Kiun,. 32 
to brave death, not duly iupreſſed with it and 
its conſequences z to browbeat and — b 
modeſt Maintainers f aan to face 
out and deny what ce" Bi | able 
. ſo doing 2 eſeape cen. 
fure, and be from imputation i wo uſurp. 
authority ves) them te whom” they faüd d 
ER or refuſe to ſubmit to them gk | 
cious meddling in things in which 
109 op OY ve what is 00” Migh I 


into a ſhiking: os duty, enn dd e e 
_ that wall be ſer in nenen 40 them ins 
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or being e 
. their Practice, on account-of | preſetit 


ſeeming advantages, not 'confidering * an ob- 
D e ws ences which native- 
Hy reſult the co they take to judge 
of things by firſt a without taking 
in what ſhould paſs under review” ert ane 
concluſion e — mribute 
much to its in t. t this is a pre 


moſt pernicious; is evident esd in. 5 


12 | He 2 — th them to” fooliſh credu- 


* ſo * — wotulty fm pee en And mi- 
15 deceived, in what meſt nearly concerns 
them; to form ridiculous ſehemes, or enter - 
rain notions of the intentions of others, in 
their own favour, or otherwiſe, without ſha- 
dow of foundation ; and to utter their àppre- 
henſions, that they may become contemptible. 
He inſtigates them to fickleneſs of temper, 
that makes them a burden to friends, them 
ſelves, and all with whom they have tranſac- 
tions; to unſteadineſ of reſolutton, and fre- 
quent changes in their conduct, ſo that others 
know not how to deal with them, aud dare 
not truſt them; and thus their influence in 
their ations, and bees mugs in che __ * 


n to lanch ont into whale they er a | - 
not — which lands them in a laby- 
_ rinth of more perpl: _—_ difficulties. — 7 


$9 TewyErs and Disrosrrroxs. Sect. III. 


jjnterfere in the concerns of others, in which 


they are not intereſted, and thereby procure 
the diſlike of their. beſt friends, and the hatred 
of others 3 14 in a ſhallow ſuperficial 
knowledge of what falls under their conſide- 
ration. Eſpecially he cheriſhes in them pride, 
; El conceit, an overvaluing what they are poſ- 
ſelſed of, and fond apprehenſion they are en- 
dowed with valuable qualities and accompliſu - 
| ment which they have not the ſmalleſt pre- 
ing inte things the knowledge of which gives 
them uneaſineſs; a vain itch to know things 
; 8 great readineſs to report what 
1 my infararocion CIR, 


bee 3 root 
preſſions -our'of the mind, A bevy, vom: 

der incapable of thinking juſtly and cloſely, 
„ e e eee and 7 
. He bee the ſb 10 en 
in conduct; to do thing N „ oper der, mou p 
without deliberation ; to tranſact buſineſs in- 
ſtantiy. pas: aſceming encouragement, which 
entangles and perplexes them, and is attended 
| ng hurt; to expoſe themſelves to im- 
v — that might be Ne to. 
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We or that 8 break becauſe un- 

warrantable; to affront, provoke, and injure 
others, without formed Jc6gn: to lay: them- 
ſelves open to be injured, in different reſpedts} 
by artful men; to diſconcert and defeat laud- 
able undertakings, in which they are engaged 
with others; to ſpeak unadviſedly with their 
lips ; to do things out of ſeaſon, by which the 


end propoſed is not reached as it -otherwiſe 


might be, or is altogether marred ; to diſcloſe 
ſecrets intruſted to them, by which they or o- 
thers are, or may be, brought to trouble, 
without deſign to betray their truſt, and abuſe 
the confidence rene, in them ; and to break 
over the limits of duty, through inattention, 
and haſtineſs of ſpirit. He artfully throws | 
and keeps in their way, temptations to the e- 


vils ſeated in their conſtitutions or which have 


advantage from their aff 5 and manner of 
life, puthes them into fins cre they are 
aware, catches them in the ſnare, and en- 
tangles them at every turn in inconfiſtence of 
conduct, that their integrity may be queſtion- 
ed, and at laſt utterly denied, and their capa- 
city for what undertake, or are engaged 
in, doubted of, To that they may loſe their in · 

fluence, and be rendered ridiculous, He in- 
ſtigates them to ſay or do things mean, deſpi- 


cable, and unworthy of their profeſſion,  abili- | 


ties, and ſtation, that it may be a fund for re- 
proach, and to them matter of paining reflec- 
tion and bitter anguiſh, may fink their ſpirits. 
render duty a burden, or cauſe it to be mar- 
red to forget and overlook that ae | 

1 of the Lord in all their ways, and 
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in what is moſt important and difficult in their 
on ſtrength, by which the Lord is offended, 
and provoked to leave them to ſtumble and 
fall; to be haſty in forming a judgement of 

things, without duly pondering all circumſtan- 
des, which brings upon them manifold incon- 
veniencies and hurrful conſequences 3 to be 
| heady, wedded to their own opinions, tena- 
cious of ſentiments once entertained, right cov 
wrong, from a. diſpofition ſtill to pufh. for- 
ward, and impaticnce of reviewing things; to 
interfere in things in which they have no con- 
cern, that he may divert them from preſent 
duty, or involve them in trouble; to wy off 
their guard, thereby. betraying their weak- 
neſſes;: and bringing themſelves under impu- 
tations ef folly, Prov. xiv. 29.3 to manage their 
affairs in ſuch a manner as tends to obſtruct 
the improvement of their eſtate, or to waſte it, 
and reduce them to indigent cireumſtances, 
Prov. xxi. 5. to fight and neglect valuable 
means and opportunities of improvement in 

8 concerns of time, or thoſe of eternity, 
through not pondering their worth, and the 
importance of making the beſt of them z to in- 
corrigibleneſs of what is amis in their — 
tion or conduct, through ſelf-ſufficiency, os 
want of reſlection, Prov. Xxix. 1 to * fa = 
at riches, if opportunity is 
indirect means to obtain reer e 
thought that preſents, and give way to im- 
preſſions, of which, in many inſtances at leaſt, 
be is the author, and by which he leads them 
into numberleſs cvils and ſnares; to ſudden 
ſallies of paſſion, Eccleſ. vii. 9. Which lay in 
for deliberate ä to Jwarrelling with 
1 athers, 


Ip * * ] 
Fe 


tsyost TIONS. Sect. III. 
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— to —— ene — 
viour toward them on whom they depend, or 

to whom they are ſubjected, which draws om 
— heir neſentment. and — — — 


ration, required, by which they 
| — and one labours in che fire when | 
_————— ——— —— 
peace. 

33612. He ſeduces. the deliberate into many of | 
the dne evils wal ene prudent. They L 
ceed en in what are 5 
not complyi i 


| npliſned with difficulty, which. mighs 
rr. proper time. 
They ſuffer things of a preſent world; too much 
do poſſeſs the mind. While they view them 
with attention, for which their temper ren- 
ders them more fit than others, he improves 
che opportunity for entangling the mind a- 

mong theſe thorns, and cauling the hear? 
aleave to theme hey walk not by faith, but 
— ee — In 


grace-and. 


way of its-being-aecompliſhed, on they cannon 

perceive how it ſhould be made out; to place 

OE e a 
3 . 


* 


——— —— muntry argon] | 
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— — but — — N. 
to fix a time in which, if the — 
fulfilled, chey will deſpair that it ever thally 
to repine if the nature and 
1 with which they are excreiſed is 
from them ; to arraign and condemn the 
Lord's ſovereigu procedure, charging him 
foolithly ; to terminate their views upon natu- 
bal cauſes and effects, ns or things, too 
much overlooking the influence of Providence 
on human affairs, and the Eord's uncontroul- 
able determination of all evento, in way of 'e& 
ficiency-or permiſſionm. He tempts them to in- 
difference, and outneſs of ſpirit, when uncon- 
verted; diſregarding law - threatenings, or go- 
1 1 with the glorious fulneſs of 
Cariſt,: oved/or duly aſected by. the one 
nee to too little concern about the 
| manner in whicbs —— and. 
mee — their deing ä 
acting with the advantage that — might 
de; to lay too great itzeſs upon · ſmall circum- 
ances in what they-are- converſantabout in 
any kind, which influenc > 
nor give its due plate d bat is.of far greater 
er-tigitery.dificultions — 
— — which engages them not 
to attempt it, or to give it over when under 
. an. cyident call to go through wich ĩt, Eocleſ. xi. 
4 to a ſameneſs nk i ere for d. | 
E12 * b e _— 


of dif 


ank — — — —— 9 
neſs with the miſeries and calamities of others, 
and a neglecting to contribute endeavours for- 
their caſe and "Sie. Thus artfully he grafts 
that evil, oppoſne"to- brotherly-loves and de. 
— _ I 
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„ 
ne: — * uits bis es. and 
conditions: men in the warld,. and, as-theſe 
are diverſified or end, plies them ith ua 
rious temptations. He bas meet devices a. 
the noble quis high, the low,: and them 
n rank ;. the rich, the poor; and per- 
geen in eaſy. circumſtances, who have got A. 
s wiſh, Prev. xxx. 8. the. happy and 
—— them in preſperous, and thoſe in ad 
verſe circumſtances : for ſuch as fland on rhei 
© own bottom, neee pr 
mee 3 1 . ö E 8 #244 A 
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e ne, n Ken , e Ep 0 n 

„ 2 Sor-eke: noble and dtd; _ 
won. in elevated circumſtances: ora they are 
Jook on- — as — 2 
from that of — ion. — their rank. 
raiſed: them above the condition of 
"mortals; to conſider theis high ſtation as if it 
ſet them free from the obligation of the moral | 
22 and in 3 thereof: to 
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— maker becauſe —— 


„ F10K Pty ay ee have comrattcd 


fnperio: degree, 
opulent. eftates, - e of nobility, and 

honovrable titles, fo as to ſwell in pride and 
overweening conceit of themſelves. Thus he 
renders the peculiar gifts of Providence poiſon: 
| 2 their ſouls, and cauſes them to. forget their 
of the duſt, the natural corruption 
— arias eG upon a level wich 
— 9 in-which they mult lie 
influenc «them to ſer 
_—_ — — and — 
dus improvements, well-laid, properly - execu- 
ted ſchemes. Thus they forget God, and the 
duties they owe him, and make an idol of theſe 
triſles and paſſing ſhadows, Prov. xxx. 8. 9. 
1 draws em 10 oppreſs-tho(e un- 
where there is 
avcels for i its and very. frequently, in all places, 
eee to bear. hard _ — _ 


_ that of men; to value themſelves upon their 
Blood, the antiquities of their families, the al- 


The N 3b + and High, 


aw \ na thing that, in different dee 
bear hard upon them in their valuable inte- 
reſts. One of the moſt ruinous engines „ 5 


t!»:m is, he makes religion appear below them; 


and unworthy of them; and engages them to 
conclude, one cannot be a complete nobleman, 


a fine gentleman, if he does not immediately 
commence Deiſt, and impugn revealed reli- 
gion, or ridicule Chriſtianity, in the moſt vi- 


gurous manner ; and that his charates?] is fi. 


niſhed in true politeneſs, becoming openly 
and avowedly profligate. lle 


upon a fmall 


ſpect of ſuceeſs or encourage - 
ment from o 


to number the 


ruin. He tempts them to ſpend time in fool 


_ Hh talking or diverſion, by which feriqus im- 


preflions are baniſhed from their- minds; 


Am. vi. 4.— 7. to luxury in the various 
kinds and parts of: it, the fertile foil that che- 
riſhes ſeveral vices; and brings them to matu 


rity ; to prodigality and profuſion, that thereby 


they may be involved in difficulties, their eſtates 

waſted, and he may have à handle to cauſe 
them daſh againſt ſome dangerous rock; tO. 
attend balls, plays, maſquerades, - and other 


perfuades them 
to vie and cope with "thoſe 2 — rank; and 
thus fows the ſeed of animoſities, that have oft 
broke out into open vislence and outrage:. 
He influences them to ſeek ſuperiority, | and 


rs, ſometimes to rebel againſt. 
civil authority, and fer up for themſelves or. 
another. He who put it in x the heart of David 
people (1 Chron.-xxi. i) puts 
it in theirs to aft i this part, that he may pre- 
cipitate them, and by them many others, intq_ 
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2 exerciſes of ſuch * his inflitutions, : | 
t che effects of good edu - 


A 1 


cation 
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Et 


. * 4 * 
6 » 


95 cation or inſtruction, to eraſe any ſeeds of vir - 
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* in the mind, to give it the turn of levity 
and profaneneſs, and make way for his cnſna- 
ring and ruining them the more ary and ef- 
ly. | 

9 2. He has a variety of engines to be played 
off againſt perſons in low life. He draws them 
to quarrel the procedure of _ infinite wiſdom, 
in not placing them in better circumſtances, 
or raifing them thereto; makes them to enter- 
tain and indulge repinſng thoughts, Judging 
themſelves as good as perſons who move in a 
high orb, if not preferable to them, while their 
FKruation is not worth abiding in, yea, a ſervi- 
tude; concluding, upon the whole, the dif] po- 
ſures of Providence are unequal. He excites 
them ſometimes to ufe unlawful means, and 
to form ruining projects, for raiſing themſelves 
to a higher ftationz and if he cannot carry 
them fo far, he will move them to [impatience 
ol what ſubjection they are under, and to 
vent their ſpleen and ſpite againſt their ſupe - 
_ riors, in detraction, reproach, and defamation. 
In ſome inſtances, he ſcrews up their reſent- 
ment againſt the will of Providence, and the 
effects of his bounty enjoyed by others, ſo far 
that it has much more diſmal effects. He in- 
fluenees them to be tumultuary and feditious, 
when a meet opportunity preſents; hoping by 
confuſions they and their ſuperiors 
- vel, and they will perhaps 
have opportunity to 'overtop thoſe they en- 
vied ; to a rudeneſs that brings reproach on 

the profeſlion they make, if they are profeſſors. 
of 7 3a "and renders. them troubleſome 
s of. ſacicty, en are not 3 to have 
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ſmall or no value for knowledge, ſpiritual or 
of other kinds, and to flight opportunities of .. 


arcaining.it, or to deſpiſe it altogether, priding 
themſelves in their ignorance; to form wrong 5 


concluſions of things without their ſphere, or a- 
bove their reach, and to entertain various pre- 


judices, the reſult of them burtful to them- 


ſelves and others; to untractableneſs, whence 
dealing with them any how becomes matter of _ 
difficulty and trouble; to lay too great ſtreſs _ 
upon ſecond cauſes and means, from unac- 
quaintedneſs with the nature of things, their 


riſe and tendency; to ſuperſtitious rvances _ 


of omens, and pretended prognoſtics of future 
_ events, diſhonourable to the „ and filling 

the mind with ſinful fear, tending to weaker 
the regard dye to ſcripture z to credulity, apts 
neſs to be impoſed upon by ſpecious pretences, _ 
and the craft of deſigning men; to take things. 
upon truſt, without trying and proving alt 


things, as ſcripture requires, 1 Theff: v. 21.3. 


not judging for themſelves in things religious, 
the prime dictate of revelation and reaſon; be- 
lieving things. for no other or better reaſom 
than that their fathers believed them. By this 
ſtratagem, he holds ſome in ignorance, and o- 
thers in the fetters of ſuperſtition, and pro- 
vides effetually againſt their eſcape, while he. 
_ thus keeps at a diſtance from the means of it. 


He endeavours to habituate them to have 


their faith ftanding in the wiſdom of men, not 
the power of God, 1 Cor. ii. 5. to embrace 


one fet of principles, and renounce another; 


| becauſe holy or learned merf, for whom they - 
have a veneration, pronounce the one error, 
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4 Teformation, or ſcripture · trur to value 
principles, or ſentiments, not becauſe of their 


_ . .evident foundation in Heaven's teſtimony, or 


their plain tendency to maintain or promote 


the intereſt of | goſpel-holineſs, but becauſe 


© © they have the ſanction of venerable anti pies 


_ . though under 


that means, a fan 


and ſome. perhaps ſuffered, ' or even die 
them. He takes care to keep them from 12 
tinguiſhing berwixt the Lord's owning and ſup- 
porting his peo 1 when they act ſincerely, 
: ome r es or miſ- 
takes, and the ſuppoſition, that he gives, by 
ion to all they have e- 
ſpouſed in ſentiment and principle, as his 
"pad and will. He plunges into abjectneſa, 
ſordidneſs, or baſeneſs of ſpirit, upon which, 


| _ "when opportunity i is had, he may graft ſuitable 


_ vices. 

$ 3. He Ie hew to ſpread his net with 
1 for perſons in the middle rank. He 
repreſents ſome what above them to be graſped 


= 5 which they aſpire after, frequently with 
neglect and diſregard of the great things that 


concern their peace, He. ſtirs them up to 
claim, with rigour, reverence, ſubmiſſon, and 

acts of ſervitude, from perſons under them, 

as far as their influence can go, and their au- 
_ thority reaches; and if it is not performed as 
they require, he makes them reſent it, and 
| ſeek what they count reparation with ſeverity. 
He tempts them to repine at the fituation of 
| thoſe above them, and to deſpiſe thoſe below 
them; to undervalue the . of Providence 
they poſſeſs, and be unthankful becauſe others 
have more and 4 aterz to imitate thoſe of 


9 8 
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Fan that he oy Id. 
the pride of life, or plunge them into uneafy 
Circumſtances, or poverty; and thus - break 
their peace, or their hearts, and keep thoughts 
of the unſeen world out of their minds; to 
think, becauſe their ſtation in itſelf is attend - 
ed with fewer temptations than thoſe higher 
or lower, the human life is not expoſed to 
near ſo. many ſnares and dangers as is ꝓretend - 
ed, and experienced to be a melancholy truth; 
10 aſcribe their ſafety, and freedom from miſ- 
carriages and outbreakings, not to the kind- 
neſs of Providence in their condition, and re- 
ſtraining and preventing grace, but to their on 
wiſdom or ſtrength; to over - reach others, ani 
incroach. upon their rights or privileges, for 
-which they have the better opportunity; that 
the number of thoſe in the ſame condition with 
them, and thus engaged in the ſame employ- 
ment or courſe of lite, is vaſtly: greater than 
of thoſe in a higher or lower ſphere; to im 
Tience and murmuring, when Providence 21 
meet to reduce them, or to bring them low, 


jr ang re anden life ren 


2 "He — — adv: over the. a 
ES renders their wealth a ſnare in 
leſſer or greater degree, 1 Tim. vi. 17. It is 
intimated, that the rich are in the utmoſt dan- 
8 and of making 
gold their hope, ** and ſaying to the fine gold, 
Thou art my confidence,” though riches be 
moſt uncertain, ln rtion to the growth 
of their wealth, he for ordinary makes that 
of their covetouſneſs to bes as it is of the 
nature of created ed as to widen one's 


os | defir , 
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Aeſires, inſtead of: atisfyjng them. Thus, 
through his inſtigation acting upon inward cor- 
ruption, they haſten to be more rich; ſtill 
graſping at thick clay, till they load themſelves 
with it in a farther degree ; by which they are 
either kept from entering on che ſpiritual 
courſe, or are retarded in it. Care how to at- 
rain and i improve riches that periſh, prevents 
Uni wir enjoyment of the unſearchable riches of 
influences them to depend on 
pt rt Fo rs whereby they eaſily ſhall 
attain the ſupply of all their wants, and what- | 
ever they need in any kind ſhall be purchaſed, 
Thus he them from ſeeking their daily 
bread from the Lord, and reliance on him for 
all things, their duty no leſs than that of o- 
chers, ſeeing continuance of what one has is 
the Lord's gift, as well as the reception and 
enjoyment of it at firſt, He makes them va- 
lue / themſelves for what they poſſeſs, think 
-their worth 1s in to their eſtates, e- 
ſteem them only who have gained che world 
and made eſtates, and under value all others, 
how eminent ſoever i io every other reſpect; as 
if nothing elſe could render one worthy to be 
| „ and admitted into one's acquaint- 
ance and friendſhip, than their being in flou- 
riſhing outward circumſtances. The truth of 
this. no leſs unchriſtian than unreaſonable diſ- 
poſition and conduct is verified, and it is con- 
ormed- to how far practicable in the daily ex- 


perience of them not poſſeſſed of affluence, 
who feel their idea of-a perſon is ina great 
. meaſure heightened or lowered, as their out- 
ward circumitances are advanced or narrowed. 
No doubt he ſometimes engages ſuch perſons 
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| to Lok on „ e in that kind en- 


joyed as pledges of the Lord's diſtingui ae 
favour 3 and thus to think their ſtate ſafe 


in hell they lift up their eyes. He frequently | 
| rempts them to with-hold what is mect, and 
ſhut their bowels againſt the poor and indi- 
gent, having the leſs inclination to ſupply the 
needy. or famithing, the greater their ability 
is to do it. It is too too frequently obſerved, 
that they who had pity on the poor before, and | 
beſtowed proper charity in a liperal way, no 
ſooner had great addition made to their for- 
tunes, than immediately they altered their con- 
duct, and diſtributed little or nothing in chat 
manner. In ſome places and cireumſtances, 
he encourages them without reluctance to 
commit atrocious erimes, from the expectation 
they ſhall eſcape the public ſhame others un- 
dergo, by procuring with money them who- 
ſhould be inſtrumental in bringing them to 
cenſure, to bee e. at their wicked 

| neſs, and conceal it. is pity this ſtratagem 
ſhould be ſo eafily got — by him, which 

he finds ſo: effectuab for his end: and when 
outward: conſiderations, deterri _— e perſon 
from the fin, are thus removed, has eaſy 
work in lulling and keeping conſcience afleep,. 
by various circumſtances in their condition. 
He tempts them to deſire and hope to conti 
nue in this world, ſaying, with the rich man 
in the parable, Soul, take thine eaſe, thou 
«haſt much goods laid up for many years,” 
putting at a diſtance the evil day, and expedct- 
ing chat death is yet far off, when perhaps the 
ſame night in which they thus flattered them 
hangs their fouls are W of them, the 
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crxuel foe having kept them under the pleaſing 
dream till their caſe is deplorable, without 
—_— of remedy. for ever. heir deſire of 
long — — breaſts. of the creature leads 
io think be ſo; and that ſecures their 
the cup of unmixed wrath, without 
— He inſtiga — even their money 
upon uſury, is more than — in- 
rereſt, taking advantage of che of the 
_ borrower, to increaſe their wealth at his ex- 
pence; to make thoſe undergo unreaſonable 
or eruel treatment, who are ſupported by them, 
or are any how under ebligations to them; 
to ſolicit the poor to ſacrifice innocency or 
chaitity to their brutality or luſt, in order to 
_ Preſerve themſelves from ſtarving 3 to indulge. 
themſclves in ſenſual pleaſures of 1 
kinds, which through 1 bu Ie 
rhey.cafily'can to demſewes 
the moderate uſe of what they — and the 
lav ful enjeyment of it, making an idol of what 
they inherit, fometimes to the ruin of the bo- 
dy and ſoul both. Thus he makes 
them in their ſuſſiciency to be i in ſtraits, and 
to hoard up wealth, without the mere 
neceſſaries of life, and ſo they periſh in midſt 
of plenty, while by that means he renders them 
the object of che x hatred, the deriſion of 
men that view things ever ſo little, and of a- 
poſtate ſpirits,” his brethren. He influences 
them-to-covebthe inheritance” of their neigh». 
bour, with Ahab; and if they will not gire it 
for a price, to wieſt it out of their hands b 
vexatious law-ſuits, or other indirect means; 
to wrong the poor and mean of their right 
| e * — ann hem, 
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5 to take great liber- | 
ties in converſation and conduct, treating o- 


chers with indiſcyetion or rudeneſs, as if their 


riches afforded them a diſpenſation. to uſe 
them as they pleaſe, without controul; to en- 
vy others when they proſper, and are like to- 
| attain riches, | being grieved there ſhould be 
probability ſuck perfons ſhall ſtand on a level 
with them, and defirous to remain in a ſtate: 
df ſuperiority to them; to perplexing anxiety,, 
leſt they ſhould be any how ſtripped of their 
niches, and immoderate thoughtfulneſs about 
che proper means to preſerve and promote 
them, Which robs them of quiet, bereaves“ 
them of ſleep, and oft — of the 
comfort of life. He fills the mind with ſuch 
diſtreſſing care about their wealth, as many 
times renders the perſon: much more unhappy 
than if he wanted riches. Paul to Timothy, 
- iſt epiſt. vi. 9. ſays, © They that will be 
rich, fall into temptation; and a ſnare,” &c. 3 
intimating, the temptations of the rich-are both 
numerous, and moſt dangerous; and that the 
. _ enemy: improves all advantages againſt 
Hence they think, that. wiſdom and 
| 8 that they poſſeſs the 
_ firſt in the ſame degree they do the laſt; and: 
that their determination is to be acquieſced in 
i all caſes; and thus they become impatient: 
of the leaſt contradiction, eſpecially by. perſons 
inferior to them in eſtate, bee ſoe ver 
— underſtanding 
5 poaraty pe eee his 
N Prov. xxx. 9. — or leſt I be poor, 
and ſteal, and take the name of my God is. 
aim“ A perſon 3 W — | 
> 8 F 3 : 


„ Sia and Conmriox. 840. w. ; 
the fear of the Lord, | and a tender c 
is in- great dan ger of. 

Satan is apt to ſuggeſt to that the ER 
of their neceſſity is abſolutely neceſſary, indi 
ſably incumbent, and excuſe enough - fon 
invading the ing of another, withous | 
minding or bein enced by any religi 
_ conſideration. | helliſh ſuggeſtion. 
doubt too frequently admitted, and the — | 
intereſt of the ſoul n neglected. That malicious 
ſpirit, whoſe. joy 3 grief and miſery of 
mankind, makes them dread, that Poverty 
with all its diſmal eur apy certainly ſhall 


SID eve hs gig Yeager 
to break in on them like a flood 
tells them, . | 
wmiſeoles and ailacdieles 3 and that God is not 
22 benevolent being, ee ee 

por kt clſe he w 


4 
W080 
ioapport; to believe, beca 
eee bade fe en 
to chem, they ſhall be cut ſhort, of it. He 
renders their want of outward enjoyments a 
temptation to. overvalue them, and 'tq give 
chem too much room in the heart. Hence, 
when the divine bounty favours them with an 
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life ererating.” Hence they envy - their condi- 
| 1 — — 4 
"hs ies 


; — e — at NN 


in various ways, the good hänge of this fe: 


when the Lord brings tam un their hand, ei- 


which, he lays for their fouls... He — nic | 
ror Fu err 
| © begging. to impoſe on-mankind by the 
proſentation of diſeaſes, ſores, lame- a 
— or blindneſ, and by — ing 77 
portunitz, to move the compaſſion: of well- 
30 poſed perſons or others and having 
acquired ſometimes conſiderable ſums, he hur- 
ries, them wed drunkenneſs < the eee 


ha 


wich their hands, x6 - _ - 
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13 _— — 50 — oc- 
E - . —— way 
3 — — 9 17m hte 

8 — — poor. be: ines to ne- 

glect altegether attendance on divine ſervice; 

and, e his-vailals,1 0 pour alb the contempt 
{ 8 inſtitutions of their maker: 
and the greateſt pleaſure in beholding a 
body of mankind thus avowedly 1 in 
dis ſervice, e his kingdom ſhall be 
——— — leaſt his malice againſd 
2 by that means 
141 ; Thoſe in Jow 
-  Eircumſtarices he = — a about 
"4 . — — them with inquiries, 
what hays hall cat, drink, and wherewithal | 
they ſhall be clothed ? and fills their minds 
R that kind; ſo that 
iümpreſſions of unſeen things-are caſt vur, o | 
have no admi He prompts them io re- 


1 when ade. D 
1 — rhe — . in all 
8 3 ir ors __ 
Eee. bear exceeding hard. vpon- others in. 


"poor * | 7 ee $43 OR 
66. He wants i . pore 
fone in eafy circumſtances. Ie cauſes them o- 


= bo . 
1 J Iz Gra 66 y 8 | and 
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n the” . 4 ns: . 
their p worth, and not to the Lord's" 
| ſovereign will and determination. Thus art- 
fully he cheriſhes their vain conceit. He allures* 
them to prize life too much wien it ſo agree-- 
ably paſſes away; on which he immediately 
| the temptations of unwillingneſs to en- 
tertain thoughts of diſſolution, utter averſts' . 
neſs to ſuffer for Chriſt when in Providence 
called to it. He cauſes them ſbmetimes un- 
der value fruits of the Lord's goodneſs, and inn! 
volve themſelves in a highly criminal ingrati- 
tude, becauſe ſome others are more highly fa 

voured in that kind than they. He leads hem 
in ſome inſtances to envy their f s, co 
contemn their inferiors, and to rival their e. 
quals: and chus their ſpirit is full of grie- 
—— and tnbladies, when all has out- 


1 he — em think their fill and dex-" 
make it ſo, and that things ſhall always 
go on in that way, and keeps them from Juſt- 
1 the pollibilicy-6f — t- 
| an unfavourable turn: and when he e 
* not "apprehended," falls upon them, he 
cauſes to overlook ſin in them that procui 25 
itz to terminate their view on created means, 
and their influence; real or ſuppoſed, or pt = 
haps to arraign the Lord's ſovereign diſp re* - 


io the matter, and 70 go about to repair the 175 


loſs, and bring matters to right, merely by: 
their own wiſdom, fill, and diligence;” and 
thus to provoke the Lord t ſuffer things t 


remain as they are oi to —— 
2 * nnn he 


—_ 
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3 them to leave a ſafe courſe of. Sa. 
neſs in which they. are engaged, and to launch 
ont into hazardous projects and attempts; by 
which, ſeeking more, they loſe all, or ſuſtain 
great hurt in their outward intereſt and eſtate; 
and ſometimes alſo, decply wound the con- 
ſcience. He entices them 0 flight advantages. 
and opportunities affarded them by their ſitu- 
ation, &c., to lay up proviſion for the e- 
ternal world, to attain knowledge of the great 
_ things that concern their peace, experimental 
acquaintance wih them, intereſt in Chriſt, 


communion. with. dhe Lord. rr 


zolineſs.. He begets in them the fear, that 
e ſmalleſt diminntion in cheir eſtate or ſtock 
would bring them into uncaſy circumſtances, 
and the danger of 1 thus diſcoura- 
a their doing what they ought for the relief 
of the neceſſitous. They overlaok the kind- 
neſs and care of Providence, in the daily pro- 
their — 2 — - 1 
management, ; Or mere ACCI = 

and — courſe of things. He ſedu- 
ces them el. and negligence in the ma- 
nagement of their affairs, thinking they will 
move on in the preſent deſirable ſituation, cho 
tdhey take latle thought about them; mean», 
time they oft are in a. ſhocking manner diſap- 
pointed. He leads them. to form wrong con- 
s of others, whoſe condition is chan- 


| ges to the worſe, aſdribing that to careleſſneſs, 


miſmanagement, and extrav ance in den 
chat — Grain the. odtrns, — 19g _ 


in trade, or loſſes; in pr rg and i it _ 


<F 
be obſerved,” he ſlily brings the poor wife to 


fuer by d VAL Idle e raed 
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cen} foo the farce: of: ths Kiba E l. 
.gates them to bear hard upon choſe wid are 


indebted to them, and have the ſtrongeſt in- 
clination to do them ee 1 want abi. 


3 »ching aran, hate 
| whos 3 — — or N. a — 4 
— and there will be time enough to be 


— the” Lord, d the — of 

his hands; not trembling becauſe of him, nor 

being afraid of his judgements ;- to pride, o« 

verweening 'conceit''of themſelves, unſubmiſ- 

ſiveneſs of ſpirit, rebellion againſt" the Lord; 
— with che wier y of 3 


temp I TOrW b 
4 6 deur their burdens —— to * 
Lion, the 06 — ths | 
Jef than, — — — ee 7 Pres RY 

. inſtila 9 enco they make an ol 


1155 loſs.of —.— be ada tas — — 
Fares of fin, and make ſhipwreck of faith and 

à good conſcience ; ito turn aſide, walk aſtray, 
nuss the manifold crooked- paths of fin and 
; folly, that fuir _ —— to 
| which-ir gives t. them opportunity — 
confideration in — things of the greateſt 
_ weight, a walking at all peradventures with 
me Lords a leaving the matter of their ac · 
r * cern 


f 


4 c | 
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dhe auful threatenings denounced: in the 


cer to a W 3 0 
indifference whether what they perform is 
pleaſing in the Lord's ſight or not; to utter 
_ thoughtlefineſs where their landing at death 
ſhall be, and what ſhall be their ſtate for ever; 
to woful- ſtoutneſs of ſpirit, not affected b 


to have it Henne 


word againſt all unrighteouſneſs of men 5” * 
incorrigibleneſs under reclaiming a 
walking in the way of their on keares tro 
. wardly,: a refuſing to returm; à revolt 
— * to hardneis of heart, 
f ee and thoſe of — | 
. unſuſceptiblenceſs of divine impreſſions; want 
of reliſh of unſeen things, utter unacquainted - 
neſs with the Lord, while he cunningly* cum 
ders them about many things, and tlie 
makes them to — er to ſeek acquainitar 
with God; to vanity-of mind and levity, em. 
ploying their ſpirits about things mean; wi. 
Hing. or enſnaring z- to chat mirth and ting 
not convenient, that renders their ſpirits 2 | 
diſtempered, grieves and vexes the Spirit 
Chriſty and-froquennalyrondle#/ did td ve 
__up-with them utterly,” makes them = Mare, to 
others, the inſtruments of hindering” or obli- 
terating ſerious impreſſions, or hindering theit 
inbeingz. to overloek flips and miſcarria agen | 
and not attend to what is amiſs in cer en 
duct, and even to conelude, that becauſe a 
holy-God reckons not with them for it, he is 


not diſpleaſed by it, or at leaſt is ſo in 4 ann 


degree. He tempts believers to fail of ſdlf-exas 
mination ; to conclude, becauſe all goes well with 
them outwardly, there is no need to accompliſh 15 
&: diligent ſearch, and to commune with their 
* G 3-40 own. 


qribucions 3. and ſuggeſts — — 
3 ne 
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| 2 become inſupportable, —— nete pe! : a 
- ſan \_ break our in vo e ats, 


ton 9 the * — tend + to — 
more their own ſpirits; or to ſadden the hearts 
NR they reſide, and are con- 
verſunt, or to whom they ſtand; related. He 
pnuſnes the afflicted who dre of reſolute ſpirits, 
an owl e en. 


and ſtabbornneſs of Hirity. 2 — 
. in ſuch ircumſ . 
; hors. That courſe he follows | 
natural courage and firmnefs 
perſons of weak fpirits, 
1 ee. 3 ts: 
oppoſite-cxtreme; inting under 
' + rebukes; lo x hope, ſinking under Abe 
andi into it; limiting the Lord; ap- 
h. ding the, worſt in every caſe z racking, 
ung, and tormenting themſelves, by 
"ONT over their fears. His method with 
them under maladies is, to extite them to 
make an idol of means, put chem in the place 
af che Lord; and expect all from them; dr % ; 
. ighpand neglect them, and thus to tenipr he 
_ Lord, by not uſing; bis appointment, and ex 
2 what is almoſt equal to a miracle, 
2 gene work Wa 275 3 not in 


time de come, the end of 
the diſpeifarion bis reached, or not; 10 over - 
look what is favouruble in their ſituation, the 
Lord's mercies toward them; or to under va- 
lue and. contemn the effects of his neſs en- 
joyed, becauſe things go croſs in other re. = £ 
ſpects; and to think only of what is adverſt in 
their condition, ſcratching, and Yefting upon 
cheir younds/ And rendering them ſtill more 
jureterate and dangerous; do apprehend their 
_ troubles-fingular, yea, without lelz by 
which he nouriſhes hard hits of the Lord, 
and diſcourages and read weakens the ſpi- . 
ri to think; ' becauſe th are thus afflicted, 
and the Lord hears not Ae te 
ing the deſired relief, he is not their God, 
whatever ſcriptural evidence they have had of 
being written among the living in Jeruſalem; 
ie the ſorrow of the world, that worketh 
death; a hardening one's ſelf in it; paloing- 
grief; racking: — decauſe by their, di- 
 {irefſes they are deprived of ſenſible enjoy» = 
ments, or want the reliſh of them, though 
poſſeſſed ;- to averſeneſs to engage in the duties 
af one's ſtation, ' through the apprehenſion he 
has raiſed in the mind,” by means of their ad- 
verſt condition, ” that they are utterhj. unmect 
for their work, and ſhall either perform it . 
ſo unſuitable a manner, that it were better let 
alone, or it will be altogether marred in ein 
hands, to their further wounding, and the in- 
| exeaſs of their affliction. Ie cultivates this 
59 * W n 8 e inda- 
5 | 2 = 
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fene, and e. nnn om 
the depreſſion of they labour under, the. 
* . d condition, or an ingre - 
5 2 He makes them bachward to take 
f comfort the Lord allows, and ta which 
Ad! the beſt rights. and. influences to 
part of religion in ſadneſs, and a mo- 
ä | Gp ae is would. be £4 
5 or at to rejoice in 
3 
i C is 8 „ Ats tor „ 
ing one's burden, and renders the heavieſt one 
f . and he uſes all methods to keep the af - 
licded ſaint void of it, in Which he is aft 206: 
ſucceſsful, till melancholy experiense hn 
 vinces of the miſtake, and determines.the ſoul 
to uſe all efforts, and to ery carneltly to the 
"Lord for being made to encourage themſelnes 
in him, as of the greateſt importance to their 
Lord tha, 1 N 


22 9 circomſtances 3 that. they. .: . 
bound to deny themſelves, hy Shed tos 
want theſe cnjoxymens.. He: prompt them s 
turn deſperate, when trouble iy great an n. 
tinued.; and if he finds. this temptation: ug: 


cceds, r all his might 
do make them, ruſh over a deſperat 1 
fecking to ruin the whale perſot bo: 
| met ry 
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e ren bottom 10 * rs, 

2 on, they need ax 

2 from them. 7 hem into a 
ank a — an affected mien, 

1 agiſterial depart- 
upon terms 


quently — aig, defined foo he oj 
relaxation of our minds, and their improve-. | 
ment, the ſdurce/ of ill. nature, grudge, ba- 
_ red}; — ———_— as well as fim. Thar 
„ who knows how-to make the 
moſt of every thing, inelines them — 255 6 
value — others, and to A 
eee r N by which they an Leck 
e wch diſturbed on many occa 2 
(they have obtained it, his next plot is, to 
_ drive it to an intolerable height, attended with = 
many bad conſequences. He inſpires them 
with an utter averfion at coming under ſubjec- 
tion, or entering into à ſtate of dependence. 
When in 2 they are evidently called 


0 itz they chuſe, through bis f Ls 
3 —_— great -Inconveniencics, yea, 
—— 2 to ſtooꝑ in that kind 


Sonllejimes-he prevails with them o run "he 
| they are  unrerly-ruinee in ſeeking 0 * 
2 to- indifference ed eas - 
Ge op mgm ve of thoſe th [are bound | 


| | 
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duct therein; 


ces 1 


riority 


2 the ſtate of ſubject 
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favoured them; to 


as they can, à lawleſs 


rious reſpefts bound 


der, which e 


reha 
car a rate; to prefer 
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igations; to a Be ee 
dn What * reckon precious liberty, 
-. emprion: from ſlavery 

ce of unreaſonable 
7 1 vanity; to. act an unzeaſonable part, High: 
ly detrimental to themſelves" ſometimes, bes 
cauſe not anſwerable to others bor their” con 
to twit or deride others with 
on in whi ich the) 


ttain and 
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"a ſuperiors. t to treat them i in 2 S or 4 + 
cruel manner, or at leaſt to deny them the f- 2 


+ your they otherwiſe ſuld have beſtowed on, 
them; to conniye. at the wickedneſs, whens  - - 1 
bound 40. diſcover. it, or called to repove. bo K 
ol thoſe on whom they rely,. or to whom e, 

| - Are, in « ſtate of ſubjection; e. 3 
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evil courſes, but for their on pl; SY. ESTA, 
to e vent to their paſi6ns, Agitsted by ee 
1 W 1 
in the child, Heb. ü. 10:3 to eruel and un. 8 0 
mereiful treatment, 9 th provoke 
_ their children arp; inſte Neale 


„ Eph. vi. 4 te auſterity; and a more, : 
viour, l | | ATION _ a 


* ; © "i . 
k as 4 
* $4 : 8 * ; 
mY - 5 L 
Fy * L — o 
©" ; * * 
* 5 * 2 <P 70 
” ma ; 4 ho 
1 £ a A j 
* n 5 - — 
© 5 . 2 
F *. = 
F 
v "0 
* - 


3 3 r WE Lo, G 5 Werne * 00 F g ag FI * 
L 4 E Z 7 * . * * 7 4 

* * F- A ” 8 11 * 

* 


* * — " : 
br: £4 Darss gar Rig | Ties. $68... 3 


* 1 which breaks the ſpiric of the. <hila, 
por mars the love of nts, or reverence 
55 due io them; to che want of affe ion to them, 
=> Had ing, or pretending to have diſcovered, 
1 omewhat untoward, rebellious, or wicked in 
them, ori account of »which. they cannot love 
our but look upon them with indifference, 
= n, or perhaps deteſtation ʒ to prefer one 
2 een and give it more room in che 
, and their care; which. partiality finks 
WW. urages the others, in möſt. inſtances 
* preferable i in all. . — of 
1 parent or parents, u in many 
=o _ caſes, the child 0 upon. Lo Cy 
8 rodu n Jacob 
Fami, though it procegded, id | | 
 .  * ' upon more guſtifiabl, grounds . 
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3 unmanageable, and. of. mol — humours; 
not curbing them, left, in their apprehenſion, 
they ſhould hurt their, health, or diſcourage 
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E and cauſes m, when groun up, to loſe the 
1 by rule of NS: ſpirits, * have been 
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child in the choice of an employment, 


| which makes his employment and buſineſs a 
toil and burden, that otherwiſe would perhaps 
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from laudible attempts to give children a . 
ligious education, either diſcouraged by the 
unſucceſsfulneſs of them, or thinking what Ras 
been done in that kind is fuffitient; When the 
work is not well begun, or not far carried on; 


to idolize their offspring, and give them 


room in the heart the” Lord ffiöuld have; 
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their generation, be uſeful members of Jo- 
ciety, and provide things honeſt in the fight 


fance to ſociety.” He leads ; 
the parent to over-rule che mnadination' of the 
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dent manner, fondneſs they have for them, 
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the ſuitable influence they ſhould have upon 
chem in various reſpecta. The covetous he 
inſtigates not to give their children that due 
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R the law of nature, or the relation, and 


to beſtow ; the conſequence of which le, that - 
the children get not the ſettlements in the 4 
world they otherwiſe would on account of 
their birth or education, or are cram 42 
buſineſs, and their laudable proſpetts 8 * 
their ſetting out in the world, or ſoon after it. 
The fond and 8 he pro to the oppo—- 
ſite extreme, of giving up the whole of their eſtate 
into the hands of their children, which is well | 
expreſſed by the common ſaying, of throwing 
off ones cloaths ere he go to bed. In this 
way that enemy of the peace and eaſe of man- 
kind provides, that the life of the parents de- 
pending on the child for all they have, be- 
2 moſt uneaſy. What they get, how 
ſoever, is and in molt inſtan- 
„ 18 to be freed of them, as 
an incumbrance. and deſpotic he 
leads to force their children to marry, againſt 
eir inclination, a perſon at whom they have 
a ſettled T4 hl whence they become miſe · 
rable for life, if not alſo the perſons to whom 
are joined. Money is the ordinary bait 
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effect of which is, the child marrics without 
the ts eonſent, to their preſent or after 
grief an tack fides 3 and ſometimes a breach 
þ ppens upon it, betwixt them and the pa- 
rents, or alſo other relations, never to be re- 
or the child remains in a fingle ſtate, 
- Suſi with. the parents or parent, and 
more undutiful chan they have Deen: or if 
rr Lord is not a 8 in a 
reſwolute fit, to be aveng eee they 
2 ee 8 
an an the parent deeply re- 
gret, in different reſpects, the whole, tranſac- | 
_ ow When it is too late. 
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2 whom he may devour, knows the 
advantage of commenting early his attempts = 

for ane's ruin, and on that account judges 
© children hot below his notice, but begins as 
[© early as they can receive a temptation, and as 
e grow up has temptations ſuited. to their 
age and condition, not only as young. ones, 
treated of before, but as in the relation of chil- 
** Hhoid to Par He puts it in their hearts to 
 Gilobey the. lawful nate of their parents, 
and to rebel againſt them. He knows this is 
6 an eil that provokes the Lord to leave then 
Er and therefore does all he 
can to involve them deeply in it. What de 
gains by it is evident from the 20 1 ſpeeches 


1 For their 


> = 
. crimes 
* 9 4 
LY 
4 : 


- 


ſure ſhould. they know the true ſlate 
water, prevent correction when. they are in 
_ the; ule, or from other yiews : " 


9 TY fre T 0 v * oa . o «ths r * 
1 50 * 7 R 3 * A 72 6 * R 0 
* 5 » n y SY IS. 5 * AE. 2 21 8 3 1 
K+ '.. "4% | £ Mi : 7 * 3 8 7 A 
W * 4 : * a 7 1 
* 5 EO! VG |, 8 * * = . J 
= * , * ba . 
* Cw * 8 AC = : 5 * * 
2 


Wa 8 


D ons 10; parents ie 


them into many other evils, p rticular tho 
- for which they Fer death. Hie wy . : 
on to act e and 2 | 
Www, Pk: he ma e n, or altoge ether 
break, th parents 3 ic take mo- - 

- BOP» A e things. belonging to their pa- 


1 ns I 6 deen 1 to | 2 


FE it is not to be "alert 
Bim, or one's ſelf, but gracious, all- 1 
Fropidence. He entices children to lie to their 
parents, that they may pleafe them by falſe ne. 
_—_ entations of things, avoid: their Uiſ] bile 


 Fuinous of 4 virtuous diſpe He hurries. 
them on as much as be, can to ſtubhornneſi, WD 
__ {enting themſelves in dire& oppoſition to che 
vill of their par parents, from à perverſe. humour: 
_ frowardneſs, rebellin . their parents, 
from 3 curſed pleaſuſe to give eee | 
1 a refvfing ta be recl 
from bad courſes, or undutiful behaviour 1 
correction, or whatever. other meanz the pa. 
rents ule for that end 3 hay, even to mock: or 
deride their. parents, that thus he may r 5 
them bel 50 the Lord and men, and miſe - 
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CS „„ 1 
the contrary, with a ſer vile dread of them, which 
tends to ſtupify children, and to cauſe them 
' loſe all the advantage of the company of theiv. | 
nts. He puſhes them on to run wax 
. their parents, when juſtly corrected, 8 N 
e a hiv taken ſome diſguſt. In that 
courſe ho has curſed pleaſure, while by i he 
Tuns _ into mamberleſs dangers, and a va« 
_ yiety of other ruining temptations. He 
ſuades them to diſregard He 4 „ 
their parents in the matter of the choice of an 
occupation, upon whatever ſolid reaſons it is 
bdottomed:; to fail of giving them the honour 
required in the fifth commandment; to ſlighy - 
their advice, though moſt needful and very 
profitable 90 dem, from the fooliſh conceit, 
they can do well without it; and to 
neglect to make proviion for them, When 
__ aged or infirm, and unable ts procure fobEite = 
ene for themſelves; by which temptation he 
purſues the twofold end, of keeping" the pa- 
rents deſtitute, and making the children act 
4 cruel and unnatural part. Ie entices them 
to go into vicious courſes, that he may 4 
the parents under reproach, eſpecially if emi- 
of converſa- 
ton; to marry wihout the "conſent of their 1 
parents, though ix is refuſed on che juſteſt and 34 
moſt ſcriptural grounds, that they may e 
_ yvinied for this world, and run the riſk of un- | 
their ſouls by an unhappy RG 
match, or may entail the Lord's cuvſe upon 
F themſelves, by trampling on his authority in 
* ——— in ne eee, 1 
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K ane they ca be resten Segen 
mities of parents, but to. reſent them, and to 


be exaſperated by them; to ſpend time idly, | 


"which thould be e wo about” the buſineſs 
of Parents, or in obeying. their com- 
muands, when living with them, and under 
cheir inſpection, that he may make the intereſt 

of the parents ſuffer, and the child fail of per · 
- forming a duty to which be is under the 


ſtrongeſt obligation; and to be fretful and 


pPeeviſh, ' when their vain fooliſh humour is 
not gratified, in fuch cloaths, food, or toys, 
2s they would have. By this he aims at ſpoil- 
Ing the temper of the children, and iving the 
Parents much diſturbance and grief, on be- 
 holding'a diſpoſition ſo un and dif. 
_ -agrecable in their children; and be very fre- 
_ quently obtains his end in both reſpeRts, in a 
— Umentable degree. It may be noticed, that 
ſuch conduct in children, in ſome inſtanges at 
leaſt, is much more frequent, and carried, 
| higher, on the Sabbath, eſpecially the morning 
of it, chan at any other time. Noching almoit 
can be then ſaid or done, without influencing 
them to act moſt unaccountably, to the di 
quiet of all 5 them: A clear evidence 


—_ - this; who is at the bdwom of the whole, and. 
ho great is his enmity at the day, and the ſo- 
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has che moſt ſubtle devices ta be practiſe 
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_ the conſideration of one's character. 48.4 
tian, and of the endowments of 


to whom they weer to make application, and” | 


to be influenced- 
portance in the 
udered. Fartieularly he e to enſnate men, 
and captivate them, hy beauty, where nothing 
elſe is engaging. about th the perſon, bur every. 
forbidding, weighed. in the: balance ß 
wiſdom, Prov. xi. as 1 
. ſoever, by, the. view t money, and he. 
extent of the portion with Which one is n- 
domed i. di baden happens bu golds | 
nſtance at the deareſt vate it. 
La except when it coſts one their 
8 arlite, or both. The love of mo- 
, .in the righteous diſpafure of a hots Gods - 
i this caſe, is che root of many. great and:lafts - 
** evils, in the lamentable experience of very 
_ perſons. 
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ds a Es how it comes 16. 
de fo, and yet is not able to ſhake it off, but 
- frequently Jade himſelf a, he knows nor 
how, to the perſon,” even 2 
Fon, perhaps-reaſon. alſo, recluims: and ei- 
diences, chat the meaſure is altogether unjuſti- 
fable. If relations and friends j: . 
ce oppofitlon in their power to ſuc a mateh, 
be buys up one's mind in à ſurpriſing man- 
ner it chat taſe, with the'ſame pernicious de- 

it when one un- 
' dertakes what ſhall be for the Lord's honour - 


- anther advanrage, He produces in them a 2 


reſolution 10 go through with the 
eaſy till it is __ 


all other his favours, is big with laſting miſe 


chief, if Providence do not jnterpoſe, and o- 
der rule it for 
ner of reaſon to expect, 
ide out of God's way. 
_ __ forward to form a ſcheme he 
muences others to propoſe a perſon to his mind, 
„aad furniſhes them with reaſons to enforce 
mmer propoſal, that he knows/ are ſuited to 
work upon the mind of the 
- draw into the ſnare. II + too well Knows what : 
5 influence one we egard upo . 


eee, 

ſtep ere they can do it wich judgement, char 
they may 
not one of which was foreſeen, ere ever they 
3 become an eaſy prey to 


Which one has no man- 
after having turned a- 
When a perſon is no 
he in- 
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ruſh into a labyrinth of perplexities, 


perſon of the other ſen. 
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©  fign; or further it. When friends continue in 
an oppoſition which is like to be effedtual to 
mar his defiga, be exerts himſelf to make them 

| drop their oppoſition, by repreſenting it as in: . 
| to ſucceed: . Or he works a kind of". 75 oe 
pity of the party in the minds of others, in- 


conſequence af which, they cannot help deal- 


0 ae to fall in with 5 


the perſon, ſecing there ia no Aiverting. him 
or her from it-; and if they continue pore, 


the perſon will be i in hazard to be "nan ve 1 bd, 


this way many times 
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1 greatly to diſappoint his ruining de- 
__ Ggns againſt. their ſouls, and may Hurt his 
kingdom in ſeveral other rei 


to obſtru happy comfortable marriagis 3 and 
bis expedients for it are yarious, numerous 
and in experience wofully effectual. A fer 
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0 tlie other, or the advantage will be 


| 7 5 de obſtructs the match, , eſpecially when in- 
8 fed, ues e — 


unaccountable 
rejudices Per the gong on account of 
hat in their perſon, (a common riſe of 
AS 4 puſt, but utterly inſufficient to bottom the 
WM Bo: Mc he would have formed); or from 2 
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rſon'z or from groundleſsly imagining, that 
i wh, * gfe ui! theirs. 
Wich this view, he 2 and magniſies 
5 Len * den common add ſm in conduct or con- 
_ * © - _ verfation, and keeps ny view, as if it was 
gs a notable blemiſn in the perſon's charaRter, and 
. ..© enough to make one reject wich abhorrence - 
tie thought of admitting ſuch X one to be 4 
 *- - companjpn for life, The place where a perſon 
.- - - . lives, che manner of their education, and the 
© cuſtoms of the place where they reſide, ſhall 
de made by him a good reaſon againſt being 
_ * Joined to one, eden when the perſon is every | 
way deſerving, and cannot be any how .ex- 
FE, gainſt. It is obvious in experience he 
mie uch «conſiderations have ſurpriſing in- 
fuence on the minds of perſons, who have all 
4h rn on the moſt rational and 
| 5 | 8 ground, arid do ſo in other inſtan- 
ess, For the ſame end, he produces in one's 
IS on,” "mind fbndnefs for anther perſon, . artfully 
_ "wy frovr fixing the aſfection where it would = 
3 de properly beſtowed, and would meet with a 
4 .* » - faitable return, to be in due time the fource of 
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© mere fancy, not ta be diſcovered by another 


# 


I * to . * tine a her in en- 
deavours to bring about a match, where 
well knows the deſign the perſon has ig view, 
or has formed by his inſtigation, is unſuitable, 
or though it would be comfortable, is not to 
be effected : and by ſuch means he eg 


one 2 mind, and 15 Elves them in a variety 
inconveniencies, perhaps alſo deprives of the 
perſon and ſituation that of all elſe ſhould 


bave been moſt deſireable and advan eus. 


When there is an imperfectign, real or fuppo- 


ä fed, in the perſon; or ſothewhat-. difagreeable 


in their circuinſtances, he magnifies. it,” to 


create averſion and ſettled diſtaſte, that what E. oF: 
engaging in one's ſpirit, deportment, and fi- - .. 


mation, may loſe influence, and be. utterly_ 
diſregarded. If one is proſecuting a meet de- 


ſign in that kind, he influences friends and re- 


lations to make oppoſition, by every 4.966 


pretext; and to make up what is wanting of 


reaſon and argument, by keenneſs and aſſiduity 
ie oppoſition; and by them, as inſtru- 
ments, he tires out the perſon, and. obiges 


them, ſometimes from neceſſity of circumſtan- 


ces, on other occaſions to obtain quiet, ta 


drop what, if effectuated, ſhould have been 


ſed, their own, or that of another, to ſerve b yx 


ſignally ſubſervient to promote their beſt in- 
tereſts. If one intruſted with a perſon s af 
fairs any how has an. intereſt, real or ſuppo- 


oppoſing their inclination, he ſets the defi : | 
ing principle aloft in them, and e 


in many inſtances, that the treaty is broke off, 
where the ies and friends on. both ßdes 
wiſhed to ve it finiſhed, and impediments _ 55 5a 


* thrown in * * by OY 1 
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8 "yer: "mar th VET When ci wetlcy : 
e oppostion cannot be found, or is ineffec- 
125 tual; he inſtigates to imprudence in makin or 
py prog the propoſal; and to a conduct 
FE Corceablo or blameworthy and at the ſame 
time he provides, that the other party ſhall no- 
© fice it, and be influenced by it. When a — 4 
„ he will influence 


- ſome, perſon, whoſe tongue is $row He ae 


RT 4 tals ee We A oder hell be e fiel 
—— 2 to the other perſon or their friends. Mean 
tmttme he tries every expedient to deprive both 
* 25 of opportunity or inclination to diſcover che 
© falſehood; and thus one ſuſtains -the-. 
Ks injury and 10ff in'a matter of he higheſt * 
3 withont to clear him 
or remove the. prejudices as might be o- 
cherwiſe eaſily done. There are a ſet of people | 
_ Infſtigated by hell to act the baſe part juſt now 
1 22 who merit the charaQer of mar- 
5 1 rets of marriage, and are fo well known by 
ſiome peculiar circumſtances in their/.condu 
5 and ſituation; chat it is quite needleſs more 
particularly to deſeribe them. When other 
3 Fre throw in mens 
ea perſon morg agreeable than their in- 
| . - tended yoke-fellow, and form in their minds 
. apprehenſion they are amiable in the eyes 


of that perſon, without all foundation, or 

* from ſomewhat in the perſon's conduct, that 

” . ., gave reaſon for no ſuch coneluſionʒ the effect 

er which is, that they are kept in à hurtful 

ET ſuſpenſe, or form 15 N . ef 
; 5 L402 ETFS * . 
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oft” 2 


from the bottom of the keartwhen it is oͤ% 


7 50 A diſmal ſoare he very frequently lays 
for young people of both ſexes is this. He en- 


gages them in intrigues," and cauſes them come 


under ſolemn engage ments to each other, when 
not in a ſituation or capacity that admits their 
being fulfiled ; and when their circamſtances 
are + an and they apprehend may be 
married to better ad vantage than to che perſon 
to whom they had thus plighted their faith, 


he furniſhes them with plauſible pretences and 


_ expedicats for diſengaging themſelves from 
the ties they were under. He repreſents it a 
ſmall crime, if any at all, to act chat 
keeps one ſurpriſingly indifferent, after having 
ventured it, even though it is the groſſeſt 
breach of faith, the „ injuſtice, the bigh- 
eſt injury to the other perſon, in as much as 


mutual conſent is the effence of marriage. Dy 
this device he. frequently hurts mens charac- 


ter; renders them the inſtrument of woun 
the ſpirit, and ſometimes procuring the death 


of the poor injured perſon, led into the fatal 
| ſnare by their e ot the Ce love 3 


and cauſes them 


Eu of mankind in che bond « 


Epts the und 9 wee the poſe dee . 
and inſtead of confidering: her as his equal, 


and acting toward her as a part of himſelf, to 


part, and 


behave in Gilerens Inflanges: as if ſhe was his 


iervags 
1 ©" © 3 : 


PS des: 
*- y_ . 
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ſervant or ſlave. His deſign in this and what 


follows is, to create perpetual jars and animo- 
ties detwixt the parties, which he knows will 
draw after them many diſmal effects of ſad 
tendency, eſpecially upon the concerns of the 
inward man. If the huſband is of a bad cha- 
racter, a vicious diſpoſition, and has not the 
fear of the Lord be ener- 
per opportunity preſents, he will inſtigate hi 
to act unfaithfully toward the ſpouſe; and plies 
this temptation with peculiar eagerneſs and aſ— 
nor becauſe, by gaining this one point, he 
goes far to ruin a whole family for this world, 
and plunges the innocent into a train of over- 
whelming diſtreſſes and calamities. He excites 
the huſband to intermeddle with things pecu- 
liar to the wife, and to leave her no charge or 
truſt, that he may break her ſpirit, ſpoil her 
temper, or graft upon it the temptations here- 
after to be mentioned. He tempts to profu- 
ſion, an unneceſſary or criminal ſpending their 
common goods in company-keeping and other- 
wiſe, which is a robbing the wife of what he 
has no right to alicnate; and if perſiſted in, 
involves the whole family in multiplied inſtan- 
ces in poverty and miſery, which he drove at 
from the beginning, whoſe name by the Holy 
Ghoſt is a murderer. He tempts the huſband 
to negle& to provide for his on, giving way 
to abominable floth, that all under his charge 
may feel the ſad effects of that his moſt exe- 
crable conduct, or he and they both may be 
pPrecipitated into unwarrantable practices, to 
ſupply thoſe neceſſities he has thus brought 
them under; to deſpiſe and contema the wife, 
undervaluing and diſregarding her valuable 
1 ä | qualities 
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qualities and endowments, magnifying her im- 
perfections, and twitting her with them, ſo as 
to render life bitter, yea a burden; to idolize 
her, giving her that room in the heart that the 
Lord alone ſhould have, whereby God is pro- 
voked to take away the deſire of his eyes with 
a ſtroke, or to ſuffer her to become à ſnare 
and trial inſtead of a help meet and a blefling x 
to deride the wife, and ridicule her, if ſhe is a 
faint in profeflion or reality, and he of the op- 
poſite character, that ſne may be obliged to 
renounce her profeſſion z or, if not, the wheels 
of her ſoul may be clogged, or cauſed to move 
heavily in the way of new obedience; to quar- 
rel with the wife for the ſmalleſt trifle not ac- 
_ cording to his mind, che ſource of renewed 
diſguſts, that blaſt the comforts of the rela- 
tion; to act upon the reſerve, and not in rea- 
liry or appearance to place that confidence in 
her he is bound, by which the wife is tempted 
to think he loves her not, which proves trying 

to her, if it paves not the way to ſomewhat 
more melancholy ; to hate her, becauſe the is 


not what he expected, has, or he apprehends 


ſhe has, ſame bad quality, or becauſe ſome: ac- 
cident has rendered her not fo fit as before to 
manage the affairs of his family, and contri- 
bute to promote their mutual outward intereſt 
in the manner the gladly would, or on account 
of the natural and unavoidable conſequences 
of growing and advanced age, . a temptation, 
though moſt unreaſonable, in that ſuch things 
are not the wife's blame, yet moſt prevalent 
and pernicious in multiplied inſtances. * Some- 
times be cauſes the huſband ſtate: an odious 
. compariſon betwixt his ſpouſe and ſame other 
ry Fg | . pee 


s 
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perſons, and becauſe. he finds her, in his opi- 
nion, or in reality, inferior to them, or not 
poſſeſſed of the accompliſhments with which 
they are endowed, forms the concluſion in his 
mind, ſhe has no more title to his eſteem and re- 
gard. That malicious foe rempts the huſband 
to grudge to allow the wife what is reaſonable 
and needfal, and what ſhe has the beſt right 
to, that thus he may alienate her affection 
from him, and determine her to act a part in- 
conſiſtent with her duty; to be perpetually 
out of temper, ſo that it ſhall be a terror to 
the wife to ſpeak to him; to' avoid as much as 
he can her company, eſpecially when there is 
ſomewhat in her temper and conduct -really 
difagreeable, which he thinks a ſufficient rea- 
fon for his acting in ſuch manner. A breach 
is thus created, in many inſtances, where be- 
fore it had no place, and one ſubſiſting is la- 
mentably widened. He prompts to improve 
ſuperiority to the wife in eſtate or in intellec - 
tual abilities, to gain and maintain a ſuperiori- 
ty over her, and compliances in the matter of 
 fettlement, and other things which are unwar - 
rantable, and inconſiſtent with conjugal love; 
to neglect what is incumbent upon him for 
her ſpiritual good; to abſtain from or give o- 
ver religious conference; to uſo no proper en- 
deavours for producing and promoting ſerious 
impreſſions in her mind, or preſerving them 
when like to die out; to be averſe from mu- 
wal endeavours to be helpful and affiſting to 
each other in the concerns of the great falva- 
tion, when the wife ſhews a diſpoſition for it ; 
to ill · founded jealouſy,” by which peace and 
mutual confidence is ruined, when the ſuſpi- 
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cion is diſcovered, or the ſecret flame inſeq- 
fibly conſumes him, if he keeps it within his 
own breaſt 3 to deny the wife the intereſt in 
the education of children, and in fixing, them 
in employments, and diſpoſing them in mar- 
riage, which ſhe is intitled to; to compliment 
his wife with his conſcience, when he enters 
into the relation, if nothing elſe will obtain 
her conſent, or afterwards, to 82 foe = 
ven grnms 94-3 ; $4, 
87. As the artful fue begun his ruining d 
ſign againſt mankind in tempting Eve, the 
| weaker veſſel, he improves the ſame” advan» 
tage (till, and plies the wife with many and vas 
rious temptations. When: he finds it difficult 
or in vain to tempt the huſband directly, or ia 
another way, he ſometimes uſes the wife to 
lead him into the ſnare by her ſolicitations or 
importunity. Of this the caſe of Samſon and 
Delilah is a noted inſtance, - Judg. XVI. — 


common to her wich the hufband, to diſpoſe 
of them without his knowledge, and to ſquan- 
der them away.z to gad about in rain com- 
| 1 3 3 to 2 
of the affairs of the — and of 
the eduention of: the children; by which they 
become unruly, if not flagitious, ſervants have 
opportunity to waſte at pleaſure, and other 
bad conſequences follow, "if io-whis inftance te 
can carry his point. He tempts the wife to 
dei the buidand 5 heart 0 

3 | 
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the reaſons before affigned,, why he acts that 
part, or on ſome ſimilar account; to fix her 
thoughts upon his infirmities and imperfec- 
tions, and expoſe them, inſtead of drawing a 
veil over — and in this and other reſpects 
to act in a way inconſiſtent with the reverence 
due to the huſband. One he folicits to act 
che part of Joſeph's miſtreſs, or ſome what like 
ie, when the is of her ſpirir,. and a met op. 
portunity 3 3 another to ity and 
profuſion in dreſs, victuals, and houſchold- 
furniture, that their eſtate ma be waſted, op. 


8 fab- 
fiſt ere huſband ed wits; the li of 
religion is conſumed, if the root of the matter 
| ho pr — own: 1 


what ſhe- would undertake; or ſome 


kn follow. Sach e. 


Cc by this one 


Hand, do 6s his hands the manage= 
ment of affairs that properly belong to him. 
And the miſery here is, Satan never drives at 
this, but when the wife is (utterly: ee for 


cious efle&-ſhall reſult from er 4 in 


that 
233 and her thus wrt eee | 
has. fixed ſhall provoke a ri God 
to ſuffer all things to go into 


ned by the Lord's authority in au $7 
Fe en aber from that of the huf- 
polite to it, by which mutual con- 

er ſtroyed, jars ſubſiſt, and the huſ- 
band is excited to treat her in another manner 
than otherwiſe he would; to groundleſa jea- 
louſies, waſting her ſpirit, and influencing her 
„ perplex the huſband at all ſeaſons, and by 
every poſſible mean; to immorality in con- 
5 eſpecially by tippling, if the huſband is 
amine in en . 
2 piety, 
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„ that he may fall under reproach, or his 
12 255 ſaddened, and be rendered in- 
capable of being fo uſeful in the church and 
world as otherwiſe he would have been. Ma- 
ay valuable Chriſtians, and uſeful minifters, 
— 7 — beer guar ear or al- 
together laid aſide. None is to ſuppoſe the 
characder of many or moſt women is drawn 
in theſe inſtances. All intended is to ſhew, 
with what temptations Satan will ply them, if 
permitted. If the ti ion is rejected with 
YABB _ of -it bs to be 1 on 


79 u. Teen common to — ad 
e ee, to fail to conſider what is incumbent 
in chat ſtation, which the ſubtle adverſary aims 


one 10 enter upon it; to ne- 
gledt the duties ſeverally incumbent from va- 
rious pretences; to turn diſcontented with their 
dot in the married. relation, on account of the 
nme caſting up in it; 10 wilful unreaſonable 
deſertion, leaving one the other, upon grounds 
upon uneaſineſſes and afflictions ariſing in, or 
ſeeming to ſpring from, the relation, while the 
the mind may be kept difquiet, in which firua- 
tion one is an eaſy prey to him, as has been 
already touched, us Yo Sos — 
fully repreſented hereafter ; to neglect to ſtu 
dy each others tempers, in conſequence of 
which he has continued and * 8 
985 againf 


too ammuch charge, and not t 
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againſt both, and they are rendered incaj able 
fo guard againſt what creates uneaſineſs, as 
they might, was the duty attended to according 
to its importance; to evils one is apt to 
run into through he" abuſe of the relation, 
no leſs obvious than they are numerous; to 
unthankfulneſs, not rendering to the Lord 
praiſe due for his goodneſs in the relation, and 
the circumſtances in it expreſſive of his tender 
care in providence; to neglect to improve the 
advantages the relation is attended with for 
promoting one's outward intereſt, or chat of 
ä 4 ſoul. 

99. This conf” artiſt in edition | 
tempts maſters not. to make proper difference 
detwixt religious perſons and —_ in hiring 
| ſervants, but to regard, not principally, but. 
wholly, other confiderations, | hip Tenders 
the maſter incapable of executing Jolkna's : re- 
folutiom chap. xxiv. r5.z a.reſolution which 


as duty, He influences to give the fervants 
call them to ac= 
count in a fuitable manner, which is apt to in- 5 
ſnare them in negligence of the maſter's buſi- 
neſs, or unfaithfulneſs in the management of 
his goods; not to keep them in fuirable fub- 
jection; to ſuffer one to ufürp authority or 
pre- eminence over the reſt; to prattife too 
much familiarity with ſervants, deſtructivbe of 
the reſpect for the maſter they ought to re- 
tain, and which caufes him to loſe due autho- 

over them; not to inſpect their morals, 


and watch their behaviour, eſpecially in ref pect 
of their obſervation of the Lord's” day, 
. ra have e to neglect ate 


tendance ; 


was his Honour and fignal advantage, as wel 
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tendance on ordinances of divine worſhip, and 
to ſpend that holy day in idle viſits, and in ta- 
verns, an inlet to manifold other immoralities, 
too oft iſſuing in an untimely end, evident in 
that perſons publicly executed have acknow- 
ledged, that what is now mentioned was the be- 
_ ginning of the courſe that had that fatal exit. 
He prompts them to ſer before the ſexvants a 
bad example, which they are too apt to plead 
in excuſe, as if it warranted them to act in 
like manner; to entertain groundleſs jealou- 
ſies and ſuſpicions, which grieve the ſpirit of 
the ſervant when he knows them, or provoke 
him to act an unreaſonable or criminal part, 
and are the ſpring of great perplexity to the 
maſter, — "des reveals them or not; to 
"give ſervants unwholeſome food, or not that 
_ quantity of it which is needful to ſupport na- 
ture, by which in ſome inſtances ſervice is ren- 


dered an intolerable burden and bondage, and 
in others the maſter becomes guilty of the blood 


af the ſervant, by v i im ſo that he is 
rendered in 0 bl 8 | 


It may be ſuppoſed, that evil is termed a try- 
_m_e on — of its frequency, as ok 
as its horrid nature. He renders ſome maſters 
and miſtreſſes accomplithed in the art of rob- 
bing poor ſervants of their wages. The prac- 
tice deſerves no ſofter name. "Fhis worthy end 


is attained by. picking a quarrel with the ſer - 
© vant, who ſuſpects not the deſign ; and the 


maſter, 


& 
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maſter, in a ſham height of reſentment for 
pretended treatment not to be endured, turns 
the perſon away ere the time of fer vice be ex- 
pired, without their hire; and if the fervant 
returns to demand it, it is 3 the fight 


of them cannot be endured, that their money 


may be retained. Thus the innocent ſervant 
is robbed, both of | 
more valuable, their character as a ſervant, ro 
fatisfy the curſed coverouſnefs of the maſter. 
Others, or it may be the fame perfon, on an- 
other occaſion, put out of the way a piece of 
filver plate, or ſomewhat elſe of value, and 
having charged the ſervant with lofing' it, de- 


tains their wages to indemnify them in part. 


It is very obſervable, the Holy Ghoſt ranks 
this praQice, whatever one's pretence be for 


it, with murder, and the fin of Sodom. Satan 


rempts the maſter to require unlawful, ſervice, 


and to reckon himfelf infulted if the ſervant 


modeſtly declines what is required, and is dif- 
poſed to obey the Lord rather than man; to 
oppreſs the fervant, by requiring work above 
his ability, and cauſing him undergo hardſhips 


in different kinds for not doing what was out 
of his power; to chide the ſervant conſtantly, - 


by-which the tempter aims to render the ma- 
ſer difagreeable to the ſervant, or the object 
of his hate, which he knows how to improve 
in different ways; to harſhnefs, a laying hold 
of the ſmalleſt flip in the ſervant to treat him 


with rigour, which he renders the mean of 


cultivating an inhuman temper: in the maſter, 
and a diſpoſition ſuicing his purpoſe in the ſer- 


as if he was his flave, and a creature of ano- 


wages, and, what is vaſtly 


vant; to ſeverity, a dealing with the ſervant - 
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ther ſpecies, becauſe Providence has ſubject- 
ed him to him in ſtation, and by engage 
ment; to deny the ſervant reaſonable time 
and opportunity for reſt and refreſhment, by 
which he propoſes the ruin of their conſti- 
tution, and to turn away their thoughts from 
the concerns of eternity, by the anxiety the 
mind is laid under by what they undergo; to 
condemn them unheard, and not to liſten to 
or regard what they juſtly offer in their de- 


fence, when umbrage is taken at their conduct, 
br they 


are accuſed; not to ſympathiſe with 
them when in ſickneſs, or under weakneſs and 


diſtreſs; but to 1 proper care and the uſe 


of ſuitable means for their recovery, by which 
their lives are hazarded, nay, ſometimes ac- 


tually. loſt, or their ſtrength is ſo impaired, 
that they are rendered incapable. of caraing 


their bread their lives long, and become bur- 


dens to the ſociety; not to act with proper 
caution, whence the ſervant has opportunity, 
and is by the curſed fiend diſpoſed to injure 
the maſter in the various reſpects afterward 
to be mentioned; to beat ſervants, eſpecially 
apprentices, ſometimes in a cruel manner, 
whence the diſmal effects reſpecting the health, 
ſtrength, or life, of the perſon, mentioned a- 
bove, follow, or the apprentice is provoked to 
break away, by which he is involved in great 
inconveniencies, or ruined. in the concerns of 
his ſoul, and outward intereſt, and, it may be, 
a parent brought with ſorrow to the grave. 

So artfully does the grand adverſary connect 
à train of diſmal events with one baſe action. 
_ He inſtigates the maſter, when one is a truſty 
- profitable ſervant, or religiouſly diſpoſed, and 

: OY” 


EXEXtS 


— 


| Maſters and Servants. | 10 9 


exerts himſelf to cheriſh divine ende in 
children or fellow- ſervants, to take a diſlike 


to him without reaſon, or charge him unjuſt- 


ly, or give him a diſmiſſton when in à fit of 
paſſion, which Satan has artfully raiſed, by 
ſome mean, with that view; thus ſeeking to 


remove the ſervant out of che family, the ef- 
fects of whoſe ' continuance there he dreads 
might be prejudicial to his kingdom; and if, 


on cool reflection, the maſter is diſpoſed to 


— the deed, found to be unreaſonable 


and hurtful, that ſagieious foe will repreſent 
it diſhonourable to him to do it, and what 


would give the ſervant a 2 over him, 
and render him intolerable, till by ſuch ſag- 
geſtions he has effectually diverted the maſter 


from his purpoſe. He tempts to threaten tlie 
ſervant in a ſevere manner, by which he drives 
him into diſſimulation, undutiful behaviour, or 


r e ee moſt nnn 9 | 


reg ards. 
3 10. This quick-fighted Apetlon, never at 


A loſs for mee to promote his Werres, 2 


defigns, tempts ſervants to enter into wick 


families, or families in which | there is but 14 


form of religion, while they might dwell wit 


and ſerve fearers of the Lord's name, ſolely 
to obtain a little more outward. advantage, by 15 
which he frequently cauſes them fall into ruin- 
ing ſnares 3 to demand unreaſonable wages, 
when he knows, or can perſuade 
chem, that their ſervice cannot be wanted; to. 


remove from a happy and comfortable ſitua- 


tion, through a fickle or changeable humour 858 
he produces in chem, or to obtain ſome ima». 
W good, or a may emolument, far from 


bala ncing 
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b the loſs they ſuſtain by the change 3 
to 2 46 fold the engagement they entered 
into with the maſter, by which he reaches a 
threefold end, the diſhonour of the Lord, the 
_ detriment of. the maſter, the ruin of the re- 
putation of the ſervant, and his laſting hurt 
in his outward intereſt, as by it others are 
rendered averſe from accepting him into their 
ſervice; to eye: ſervice, plying their work when 
the maſter is prefent, ſlackening in it, -negle&t- 
ing it, or doing it amiſs, when he is abſent, 
e ee Oe e e a e 
than common evil, Col. iii. 22. Eph. vi. 6.; 
to anfwer again, not taking a reproof with 
ſubmiſſion when juſtly adminiſtered, nor keep- 
ing ſilence when the maſter is froward and in 
the wrong, which he is bound to do on ac- 
count of his ſubjection to the maſter, except 
when truth, or his neceſſary vindication, ob- 
iges him t ſpeak; to difobey the lawful com- 
mands of the maſter, that, trampling on the 
authority of the Lord in that inſtance, | the 
_ erafty foe: may thereby pave: the way for his 
doing it in other . to purloin che goods 
committed to his truſt, in which criminal and 


deſtructive courſe, that he may more effectual- 


engage and continue the ſervant, he fur- 
niſhes him with à variety of ſpecious enpe- 
dients, by which it is pretended he ſhall be in- 
fallibly ſecured againſt any diſcovery. Wink 
what diſmal conſequences, in various reſpects, 
the prevalence of this temptation is attended, 
is obvious. He influences the fervant to dif- 
cloſe ſecrets. in the family or trade of his ma- 
ter, hurtful to his character, and by which 


| * or eſtate is 6 to auf 


* 
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uf il Juſtroy dhe bea * or goods, of | 
which he has the care and management, in 
performance of his ſervice z to reproach the 
maſter himſelf, and give occaſion to others to 
do it, by propaling and publiſhing bis weak - 
neſſes and inadvertencies, which he has occa- 
fion by his fituation to be acquainted with; 
to impoſe upon the maſter, by miſrepreſenting - 
to him perſons and things with whom he is 
converſaat, and about which he is employed; 
to abſent from the Lord's worſhip in the fa- 
mily, upon various pretences; and in order 
thereto, he inſtigates the perſon to neglect 
ſome part of his work, till ha ſeaſon for the 
duty is come. and then repreſents ſuch incon- 
veniencies as certainly to have place, if that 
ſervice is longer delayed. He tempts to do- 
mineer over the maſter, ' and carry it with a 
high hand toward him, when it is apprehend- 
ed, on account of fome diſcovery they 
pable to make, or for ſome other reaſon, he 
muſt not difoblige them, or give a proper 
check, by which the artful foc introduces va- 
— — into the family, and a deſtruc- 


the maſter fully, and do duty with _ 
— in one inſtance, or now and then, 
that they may be confided in by him, and have 
opportunity to act unfaithfully in other inſtan- ; 
ces, without being obſerved, and ſo with im- 
punityz to give to the poor, without the 
knowledge and permiflion of the maſter, or to 


Wiley of the family to beſtow, Satan impro- 
ving ill · judged 75 in the ſervant, or produ- 


. ö 


un 


are ca- 


into the mind of the ſervant; a 


give them what is unreaſonable, and above the 5 
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n det in him, and detriment to the 


5 


de proviſion of the family, to which they 
| have acceſs, or which is committed to their 
care z to diſtribute. to fellow-ſervants food un- 


manner, by which engine the grand adverſary 


maſter ; to waſte, or abuſe to intemperance, 


der their charge, in an unreaſonable unjuſt 


brings an imputation upon the ſervant, a re- 
flection upon the maſter. by the other ſervants 
when not treated by the heads of the family 


in the ſame manner; to be feemingly zealous 


to take, not their own 6 As which they have 
a right to, but what is their maſter's, to per- 


in religion, at leaſt in the profeffion of it, and 


form religious duties, by which they are ren- 
dered robbery for — — 3 to inſiſt for 


much time, frequen 


t opportunities, to attend 


| 1 nez—an/ i by which the maſter is em- 


barraſſed if he is a pious perſon, has his pre- 


judices againſt it ſtrengthened if he is an e- 
nemy to religion; and Satan's ſucceſs in ꝓre- 


7 Bis own time. — — that 


the adverſary of the ſoul from without, with 


_- Inherent corruption, was too much the rea- 


ſon the ſervant demanded time from the ma- 


ſter in the. manner. he did, to be engaged in 


ſolemn religious ſervices. Ie excites ſervants 
to envy their maſters, and others not in a ſtate 


of ſubjection, and to repine againſt the diſpo · 
ſures of Providence in ordering their lot in ſuch 
away. For carrying on that curſed deſign, he 


holds before the eyes of their minds, in a mag- 


. . nifying glaſs, cha advantages their maſters and 


others are nn * and diminiſhes and 
vilifies 


mn 
* — 


oat 


| vilifies the gifts of Providence they themſelves 
enjoy, with their exemption from troubles and 
uneaſineſſes to which their maſters ſtand ex 
— He diſpoſes them to injure fellow-ſer- 
ants, and tyrannize over them, when they 
— the ſmalleſt handle for it; or to lead 
them into ſnares, and engage them in the - 
practice of vices, to which they themſelves 
give way z to the practice of Fn Maven and 
means to Procure money, icular- 
— demand it from the maſter for ends of 
his buſineſs, and then to beſtow it for liquor ; 
to break off from the maſter, and carry away 


his or money, for which end the artful 


foc ſuggeſts a fit opportunity for accompliſhing | 
the deſign, or throws in the way meet accom- 
plices to aſſiſt in it, and if the ſervant. is ſhy 
to open his mind, excites others, over whom 
he has in that reſpect a greater aſcendant, to 
make the propoſal ; to ſet up for themſelves in 
a family and buſineſs, wuhout proper ſtock, 
or other means of carrying on trade, by which 
the deſigning enemy propoſes to involve them 
in diſiculties n. ruin, and 40 render them 
the inſtruments of wronging others, and im- 
pairing their eſtates. How oft, and in how . 
melancholy and ſurpriſing a manner, does he 
gain this point! He provokes to quarrel and 
ark aj maſter, if the ious ſpirit 
knows that can be done, and he will be a 
gainer by it, If be finds it otherwiſe, he in- 
Auences to conſtant contention! with fellow- = 
fervamts, by which the peace of the family is 
broken, and worſe. confequeaces ſometimes 
produced. He - perſuades them to perform 
* ſervice in a 1 inattentive 9 
| "WG 3 | 7 


® 
SS 
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by which the maſter receives great detriment, 
een when the ſervant has no deſign to injure 


Wim, or perhaps gladly would act a faithful 


+ To. accompliſh this, he never gives o- 


mn de han peodiuced in him habiduatlevi- 


N ; addictedneſs to their own humour and opi- 
Advice and d 


ty of mind, and heedleſſneſs. He tempts to 


nion, and bei <5 0094 22708 to receive proper 
on from the maſter, or o- 


chers, when requiſite, which not being admit- 


ted, occaſions, beſides worſ 


e effects in many 


_ inftapces,- no ſmall perplexity to the ſervant; 
to neglect to improve themſelves in a proper 
manner in their bufineſs, as they have oppor- 
unity, by which Satan cauſes them diſpleaſe 


the Lord in burying their talent, injure the 


maſter, who has a right to the abilities they 
might have acquired, as well as thoſe that are 


natural, or with which they are already en- 


.dowed, and obſtruct that comfort and ad- 


: vancement in the world u wet, erg ar- 
90 tained, | 


44 27; Dh Lavercentys' mem che divine 


- * ut exerts his curſed talents to pervert and 
abuſe every appointment of Heaven, and in'a 


ſpecial manner the repreſentation made of the 
Lord's authority in the office of magifracy. | 


Wich that deſign; he terapts ſupreme magi- 


ſtrates to aſpire after an a 
Tamount to all law, a power to difpoſe-of al 


power, pa- 


things im the commonwealth, and determine 
_ -concerning them by his mere will and -plea- 


Jure. If he gains this favourite point, he well 


- knowshow to turn the idolized power into a 
. diſmal calamity to ita poſſeſſor, as well as mil- 
28 amd That nn 

7% * ut, 
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bout, he does all he can to inder mes 
impatient of the juſt reſtraints and limitations 
they are under by the laws and conſtitution 
of the commonwealth, and. plies this deſign 
to the utmoſt, becauſe ibe' is ſenſible it will be 
vaſtly more eaſy to drive a ſingle perſon, in 
the mentioned circumſtances, into extrava- 
ancies pernicious to the ſociety, than to ef- 
ate it any other how. What a mercy, 
what goodneſs of Providence is it, his attempts 
in that kind have no efficacy in. ſome king- 
doms and nations, and in ours in particular 1 
He excites ſupreme rulers to liſten to courtiers 
and flatterers, who give a falſe repreſentation 
of things for their on ends, and to uſe no 
proper methods to ſee things with their own 
eyes, a courſe in many inſtances pernicious to 
them, as well as to their ſubjects; to enact 
things hurtful and oppreſſive to thoſe under 
them; to refuſe acceſs to the. injured to apply 
for redreſs, and to deny it when the applica- 
tion is actually made, — thus the 9 
may continue to groan under what they com- 
plain of, and the prince may be 1 0 
dious to them 3. to pr ile vices that in- 
ſnare their people, hat conſummate * in | 
the art of ſeduction well knowing, that the 
example of the prince is of inconceivable in- 
| | fluence to lead the people into irreligvus and 
immoral practices; to grant remiſſions to mur- 
. expreſs contradiction to the divine 
law, that appoints, Gen. ix. 6. He that ſhed- 
3M, deth man's blood, by man ſhall his blood - 


ie be ſhed q to eruelty and unreaſonable ſeve- 
ry towards thoſe obnoxious; to the law, in- 


En * | 


merit 


merit of the crime ; to. the oppoſite extreme 
in other caſes, of ill-judged lenity toward per- 
Sons guilty of capital crimes, or high _—_ 
dy which the ſafety of the community, not 
only is endangered, but the way is ſometimes 
paved. for the moſt diſmal — both 
to magiſtrate and ſubjects ; to practiſe and 
countenance bribery in elections and other- 
wiſe, which opens the gap to a deluge of cor- 
ruption and immorality ; to perſecute for con- 
FKience ſake, and to make their conſcience the 
ſtandard, their belief the rule, to all their ſub- 
. jeQs. This point, which Satan labours above 
moſt others, he proſecutes by the inftrumen- 
tality of Atheiſtical profligate courtiers, but 
more eſpecially by that of corrupt churchmen, 
ho repreſent them they would have perſecu- 


| cd, as not only ſchiſmatics, but ſeditious per- 


ſons, and get them cruelly treated as enemies 
to the ſtate. He inſnares them to be elevated 
on account of their ſtation, and to look on 
themſelves as creatures of another ſpecies than 
their ſubiects. The nature of the temptation, 
the means the adverſary uſes for rendering it 
_ efficacious, with the awful puniſhment a holy 

God inflicts on them who hearken to it, are 
Manifeſt in the inſtance of Herod, Acts xii. 23. 
He leads them, through the ſolicitation of 

courtiers, or to promote ends foreign to the 

advantage of the public, to neglect perſons 
well qualified to diſcharge a truſt, and to be- 
tow places of power, and offices of import - 
2 in he. — ge gobcesy on-men not duly 
fitted jn.. reſpect at ns or integrity. By 
this ſtratagem the infernal politician . 
accompliſh a variety of obvious ends, and, RA 
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the ine up of che bottom, effectually un- 
dermines the conſtitution; for if the ſprings 
of action are wrong, and anſwer not their 
end, the whole machine muſt be affected; and 
the longer this is the caſe, the worſe muſt the 
conſequences be. That active ſpirit, who in- 
terferes in human affairs in à manner to be 
known and believed only by diligent obſerva- 
tion and experience, plics this engine in all 
lefler. ſocieties, as well as in kingdoms and 
ſtates. He excites rulers to oppreſs ſubjects 
in their different intereſts and concerns, that 
thus he may rob them of their afſections, and 
diminiſh their influence; to be wedded to their 
own opinion, and neglect to adviſe with wiſe 
and faithful counſellors, / that he may hurry 
them into dangerous or deſtructive deſigns; 
to raſhneſa and unreaſonable boldneſs in con- 
duct, by which he engages them in projects 
and fatal to themſelves and the * e 
politic 3 or to the oppoſite extreme, ot 
nimity- and daſtardlineſs of ſpirit, by Abich 
they are led to ſuffer evil practices in the ſub- 
jects, without calling them to proper account, 
and to receive inſults from foreign princes and 
ſtates, derogatory to their honour, and ruin- 
ing to their intereſts, without uſing the means 
Providence has furniſhed them with for ob- 
taining redreſs, reparation, and proper ſecurity 
againſt any. thing of ſuch kind in time to come. 
He influences the prince to make, in the ma- 
nagement of affairs, his own ſuppoſed intereſt 
and advantage the alone rule of his conduct, 
and, regardleſs of the treaſure and blood of 


his ſubjects, to involve himſelf and them in 
hazardous * in order to acquire that to 


Which 
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which he has not che leaſt Ihadow of right; 
to exact repetition of the ſame oath from 4 


_ to the diſhonour of the Lord, de- 
hing of conſcience, and rendering the ſo- 
lemnity of an oath, and ſo its weight and in- 
— ſtill leſs. He tempts magiſtrates, ſu- 
preme and ſubordinate, to abuſe the power 


they are veſted with; to partiality in the ad- 


— their influence over cher; $0 miſapply or 


miniſtration of juſtice, COW 
of men, poor or rich, being moved by pity to 
vreſt zudgement in the caſe of the one, by 
fear or reward to do it in that of the other; and 
to reſpect friends, and determine in their fa- 
your, right or wrong. By this engine the 
grand deceiver debanches the — of 
the judge, wounds the ſpirits of the injured, 
and introduces and promotes tlie practice of 
injuſtice. He inſtigates inferior magifi 


rates 


and officers of juſtice, with other ſervants of 


embezzle the public - convertin | 
their own uſe, or beſtowing it on thoſe who 
have no right to it; and if they will comply 
with his ſolicitations in that kind, he will fur - 
niſh them with expedients of pretended ſer- 
vices, expences incurred for the public, or a 
way of ſtating accounts, by which the matter 
will be ſo concealed, that it will be impoſſible 


i u ſhould ever be brought to light. This he 


pretends, and in moſt cafes does his beſt to 
make his word good, becauſe he knows a diſ- 
covery, eſpecially if frequent, would go far 
to ruin his deſign. He-tempts them to neglect 
the execution of laws with which they are in- 
err wag ——— 


have 
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have valuable and univerfal inflaence, are rea. 
dered of no effect. In order therero, he ftirs 
up adverfaries to them, lays all che obſftruc- 
tions in their way he poſſibly can; or, if ir is 
in his power, jou regs them into the practice 
of vices, by which their confidence in the exe> 
cution of the laws is utterly marred. He 
prompts them to diſpoſe of ſuch offices as ave 
in their gift, to friends and relations, without 
conſidering whether or not they are capable 
ro adminiſter them in a becoming manner, or 
even though they know they labour under an 
utter incapacity ſo to do, thus robbing the 
public to ferve their friends; or to ſer the of- 
ſices to ſale in a a nary way, ſuggeſting it is 
a meet o to increaſe their income 
without trouble or e to neglect to re- 
medy public abuſe, and to reform pre 
_ corruptions, nay, to contribute to their increaſes 
to mind their own concerns chiefly or only, 
and manage the buſineſs of the public in ſo 
careleſs and indifferent a manner, as is detri« 
mental to the common wealth. To gain this 
point, he will frequently impreſs one's ou 
affairs on the imagination, and obliterate, aa 
—— be, ————— the pu- 
he is to tranſact, or will ſuggeſt 


ters, as renders.it very excufeable to go through 
with hat refpetts the publie in a careleſs man- 
ner. He inſtigates one to curry it in ſo haugu- 
ry and fu | 4 way towards ' inferiors,; - 
that they now not how to deal wick, or even 
approach them, by which his character is juſt- 
ly impaired, and a ſtand is in a great meaſure 
3 * 3 n 


ſuch a preference in the perſon's private mat- 
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A in the management of it; another to liſten 

to flatterers, by which he is filled with over- 
weening conceit of himſelf; made to form a 
wrong judgement of perſons or things, or led 
into wrong meaſures; a third to too great 


cCeredulity, thinking too well of - perſons, and 


open, or hiddew-crueley 


thus allowing himſelf to be impoſed upon by 
the crafty and deſigning, or to be ſatisfied a- 
bout a thing without proper inquiry, by which 
he is led into many miſtakes and errors in con- 
: . of the truſt io og to 
him; this temptation in any ets 
the aſcendant; a fourth, or even —— 
perſon at other ſeaſons, to the contrary evil, 
to unjuſt ſuſpicions, undue diffidence and diſ- 
truſt of them who are the objects of the ad- 
miniſtration of their office, by which the ope- 
rations of government are greatly cramped and 
impede —— thoſe ſuſtain hurt for whoſe ad- 
vantage they are called to act. When the 
temper of the prince, or other circumſtances, 
render him ſuſceptible of ſuch impreſſions, he 
tempts to dark ſuſpicions, and cruel jealouſy, 
ſo that the moſt harmleſs or laudable deeds 
ſhall be accounted a deſign againſt his life, or 
an attack upon his honour, and, through the 
crafty inſtigations of Satan, barbarous me- 
thods of ſeverity br revenge ſhall be deviſed. 
By this means, in multiplied inſtances, he has 
rendered courts and countries ſcenes of horrid, 
and bloodſhed; while 
and deteſt- 


perſons in office, by ſuch ignoble 


able arts, have injured or got rid of thoſe ob- 
noxious to them. He knows _ extenſive 
and laſting - calamities may flow from precipi- 
tance: ng conduct, and therefore e no 
8 Pains 
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pains to perſuade rulers to determine things of 
the laſt conſequence to the commonwealth 
without due deliberation. He kindles the co- 
vetous and ungenerous deſigu in the ſupreme 
magiſtrate to enrich himſelf and family at the 
expence of the public, by which the hearts of 
the ſubjects are loſt to him, an inexpreſſibly 
more excellent treaſure, and the never - failing 
fund of whatever is needful to ſupport his 
grandeur, and that of his family. Thus Sa- 
tan drives him upon a precipice, under pre- 
tence of engaging him in a deſign properly to 
provide for futurity; and influences him ſo to 
act in many public tranſactions, as is very pre- 
judicial to the intereſt of the commonwealth. 
He excites rulers to profuſion: and extrava- 
e in every article of. expence, that, their 
ubjects i imitating their example, the public re- 
venue, and the fortunes of individuals, may be 
exhauſted, and both prince and people invol- 
ved in calamity z-t0 neglect acquaintance. with 
the duties of their ſtation, rendering them 
thus more unmeet for performance bot them, 
and not the public bleſſings they otherwiſe 
would be; to decree and eſtabliſh iniquity by 
a law, enacting what is unjuſt, op _— or 
pernicious. Inferior magikraves ak influences 
to know friends and een in the admini+ 
ſtration of their offices, in a manner incon- 
ſiſtent with the faithfulneſs and impartiality. 
with which they are bound to act, and that 
in other reſpects and inſtances chan choſe before 
mentioned. He engages magiſtrates, ſupreme 
and ſubordinate, to conſider their: offices, not 
as truſts committed to them by Providence, for 
their diſcharge of _ he will call them to 


WOE ount, | 
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account, but as happy circumſtances, which 
they may improve for their eaſe and advan» 
tage, in whatever manner they pleaſe. . 

9 12. That curſed rebel againſt 1 and 
inveterate enemy of good order and harmony 
men, has ſpecial devices to be practiſed 
up a ſubjefts, and tempts them, to ſpeak evil 


nl dignities ; to undervalue and contemn the 


office of magiſtracy, though it is an ordinance 
af Heaven, and calculated for ſuch valuable 


ba ke conduct, raifing and propa» 
ſe reports concerning him; to make 
to be entertained againſt him, ne 
9 them when they are, that 
he may be hated, or rendered contemptible; to 
refuſe to pay reaſonable taxes and tribute, 
lawfully impoſed, for ſupport of 8 governs 
ment, and t n af the common- 
wealth, even Kanga abſolutely neceflary to 
the being of the one and the other. In order 
therets, he furniſhes ſuch perſons. with the 
pretence of . in the impoſition of ſuch 
taxes, their being exorbitant, levied in an undue 
manner, miſapplied, or intended for pernicious 
Z n the diſtinc - 
betwixt regular attempts to have grievan - 
— in chat kind redreſſed, and abſolutely to 
refuſe that — which a well-regulated go- 
1 t cannot \& e to defraud 
8 — what they have undoubted 
right to by the conſent of the community, and 
determination of the legiſlature, by ſmuggling 
goods,” * entries, 9 . 


and Pre of ſach means. That he may 


bribe and filence conſcience, and make the 
matter go down, he ſuggeſts to the perſon, the 
s are his own, it is therefore an inconſt- 
derable evil, if any at all, to keep himſeif fret 
from ſo heavy an impoſition. That the vath 
ſworn is but a cuſtomhouſe one, not to be 
minded, or laid to heart; that fuch'conceal- 
ments are practiſed by numbers, none ſcruple 
at them but perſons ridiculouſly preciſe. A 
variety of other pretences he has, by which an 
evil ſo branded in ſcripture, fo deſtructive io- 
- morals, ſo pernicious to ſociety, goes fo eaſi- 
ty down as it is found to do in ſack numbers 
of inſtances. He inftigates to murniacingss 
an arraigning and condemning every public 
management che moſt ſlender grounds, 
or even when are praiſe-worthy, and evi 
dently calculated for prom 
2 a canvaſſing N meaſures, Ul tas 
which — are unacquainted with, 
and therefore the tendency whereof they are 
in uncertainty about, or are very apt to miſ- 
take. This conduct che ſagacious ſpiris, by 
flow advances; works up to fixed growing 
contents, the ſeeds of various bad effects to 
_ the perſon in whoſe breaſt they were hatched, 
as well as to the ſociety, even if Providence . 
ſhall not ſuffer them to break out into a more 


r He provokes to re- 


and take up arms againſt the lawful go- 
vernment, either to exalt themſelves, and to 
better their circumſtances, which Satan de- 
fgns, and expects to render a great deal worſe 
by ſuch means; or in favour of ſome fl | 
ay 9 to the crown owt ons 


j % 
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he ſtrives to drive them, as knowing they who 
rebel in this manner, refiſt that power which 
is an ordinance of God; and if they die with- 
out repentance, for that and their other fins 
ſhall receive to themſelves damnation ; Rom. 
xiii. 2. He diſpoſes them to liſten to the ſug- 
geſtions and furmiſes of evil and deſigning 
men, giving bad impreſſions of magiſtrates 
ſupreme or ſubordinate, in order to impoſe on 
them, and lead them into practices tending to 
| their own ruin, as well as the hurt of the pu- 
'blicz to neglect to pray for magiſtrates, tho? 
ſuch prayer is preſcribed by the Lord's autho- 
Fity, 1 Tim. ii. 2. and is a mean of procuring 
from him national bleſſings; or white that ſer- 
vice is perhaps altogether neglected in ſecret, 
to go through it in public and private, ſo as 
mall render it a dead form, provoking in the 
ſight of a holy God; to defire a change, not 
only in the adminiſtration, but the form of 
the government, from à fickle perverſe hu- 
mour, and expectation of ſome advantage to 
reſult from ſuch change, that thus guilt ma) 
be contracted, and a diſpoſition Cheriſhed, 
which he may improve for curſed purpoſes if 
a meet opportunity ſhall be preſented ; to ſeek, 
when under embarraſſments or poverty, to 
better their condition by public diſturbances 
and confuſions, and, for that end, to embark 
in any deſperate attempt that may be ſet on 
Foot, the teeming womb of inexpreſſibly great- 
er miſery than that they propoſed to free 
themſelves from, or perhaps of utter ruin to 
themſelves and others; to unthankfulneſs to 
the Lord for the bleſſing of lawful authority 
under which they may live peaceable lives; to 
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 dbregard the wercy of the cigil Wend proteth- 
ing them from violence, infult, or injuftice, _ 


in poſſeſſion of liberty and property, that thus 
they may provoke the Lord to take away the 
hedge, and to ſhew them the worth of the 
deſpiſed mercy of government by being depri - 
ved of it; to live in a lawleſs manner, not fab- 
jecting themſelves to the neceffary regulations 
of the ſociety, but affecting that licentiouſneſs 
which is deſtructive of true liberty, by which 
be knows he will have a peculiar aſcendent o- 
ver them, and therefore exerts bhimſeif ſtre- 
nuouſly to bring them into, and to keep them 
in that courſe; to unreaſonable ſerupuloſity 
about ſubjection to the magiſtrate, hecauſe he 
is not veſted with certain qualifications not eſ- 
ſential to the office, though on ſome occaſions, - 
and in ſome particular countries, required to 
be in him who exerciſed it; and to refufe' to 
own him im theſe circumſtances ; and thus to 
obſtruct the quiet of the public, to bring impu- 
tation upon their own underſtanding, and to 
involve them in difficulties, and continued con- 
tempt of that ordinance of heaven; to neglect 
to aid and ſupport the magiſtrates in inſtances 
indifpenſably required by the divine law, and 
for the intereſt of the commun no leſa than 
that of the ruler; to be partial in obedience, 
yielding ſubmiſſion when their humour and 
real or ſuppoſed imereſt influences, and in o- 
ther caſes refuſing itz to charge their own 
faults upon the government, railing againſt. 
their rulers on account of detay of trade, dif- 
appointments in ir, &c. When their own ne- 
gligence, luxury, raſhneſs, miſmanagement, 


- 
4+ 


are the cauſe; and to chuſe thoſe and ida tes to — 
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repreſent them, or to be intruſted by them, 
nut who are of the greateſt capacity and inte - 
grity, but who are their companions in diſor- 
 derly courſes, give them the greateſt bribe, or 
are capable to do favonrs to them or their 
friends. By this ſtratagem Satan aims at in- 
troducing an univerſal corruption, and poiſon- 
ing the fountain of juſtice, or the executive 
part, and adminiſtrators of it. And though 
mens hearts excite them to act in this manner, 
it is certain the tempter ſtrikes in with them, 
and has more influence in this matter than 
people are apt to conſider or allow. He per- 
Bades to conceal treaſons, or other practices 
hurtful to the government, or which ſap its 
foundation, when the perſon is under the 
ſtrongeſt obligation to diſcloſe them from ſu- 
pcradded conſiderations, as well as the. obli- 
tion of his being a member of the ſociety. 
For this end, the malicious ſpirit, never non- 
pluſſed in carrying on his defigns, produces in 
the mind a deep pity of the perſon acting 
traiterouſly, or an ill- founded dread of the 
conſequences of the diſcovery in his own caſe, 

by which that js too oft hid, the declaration 
of which would have been the moſt ſubſtantial 
ſervice to the commonwealth, and perhaps 
ſhould have prevented a general miſery or ca- 
lamity. He ſuggeſts various pretences for re- 

_ Fuſing that proper evidence of their loyalty, 
and ſecurity for their good behaviour, which 
good order and the laws of the land require, 
aiming to render the practice general, and to 
remove the fences of the government; or to 
afford a handle to bear hard upon worthy and 
. of 

hate 


— 


hate on other accounts, perhaps becauſe they 
uſe proper endeavours in their ſpheres to ſtem 
the tide of general corruption in principle and 
ractice. ſeduces ſubjects to give up their 
8 and privileges into the hand of the 
ſupreme e when one of a peculiarly 
engaging diſpoſition rules them, or they are 
injured and oppreſſed by fellow- ſubjects, no- 
bles, or others. The malicious ſpirit aims by 
that means to bring them under a laſting. cala- 
mity, in order to avoid a preſent inconve- 
nience, perhaps inconſiderable compared with 
what they have thus, without hope of -reme- 
dy, entailed upon themſelves and their poſte- 
rity. He cheriſhes a political ſtupor and in- 
ſenſibility, a puſillanimous ſpirit, or a merce- 
nary ſelfiſh temper, regardleſs. of the public 
good, that thus the orderly and regular me- 
thods of redreſſing grievances may not be ap- 
plied until it is too late, and public evils may in- 
creaſe till they affect the whole ſociety in the 
moſt diſmal manner. He habituates ſubjects 
to imitate. the bad example of magiſtrates or 
other great ones, and to plead it in excuſe 
for themſelves. For that purpoſe, the gran 
_ deſtroyer takes care to have the enſnaring 
practice made known to them, and artfully 
diſguiſes it by many: ſpecious appearances. 
He inſtigates them to oblige the prince to en- 


ter into bloody, dangerous, and burthenſome _ 


wars, or to take other meaſures in direct o 


poſition to his inclination, in order to ſtill their 
clamours, and prevent the bad effects of their 

blind and impetuous humour. He makes them 

loſe the reliſh of public bleſſings, from a fickle - 
diſpoſition, affecting hurtful diſguſts at thin 


he: '., Bn 
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decauſe there is not ſomewhat new in them. 
He produces in their minds indifference about, 
and contempt of, all religion, that they may 
compliment the prince with their conſcience, 
and in order to obtain his favour, embrace a- 
ay ſcheme of principles, however abſurd and 
impious, which he is diſpoſed to introduce and 
| oh 17 ak For he knows, that they who 
done violence to conſcience, and to whom 

all religions are alike, cafily will be prevailed 
upon to embrace the religion, be ir what it 
may, that is moſt ſuited to promote their out- 
ward intereſt. He entices a nation, when fa- 
voured with faithful public-ſpirited rulers, to 
vvervalue and idolize them, that ſo he may 
provoke the. Lord to remove or blaft them, 
and to ſuffer them no more to be public bleſ- 
Kings to that people. He excites ſubjects to 


| divide into parties, and in conſequence — 


to form intereſts of their own or of their par- 
_ iy, diſtinct from che intereſt of the public, 
and in many cafes oppoſite to it; to purſue 
and promote theſe party - intereſts with the 
greateſt Keenneſs and animoſity; to ſeek the 
on and ruin of the oppoſite party, 
_ without regarding the welfare of the commu- 
nity ; yea, to Fabrifice the 9 tranquillity 
and ſafety, when, by their failing to diſc 
the truſt and duty incumbent on them 
-- fice, or love to their country, thoſe of the 
"contrary party may fall under public 'odium, 
Tofe poſts in the government, or be ruined. 
That the band of hell is ſpecially in all this 'is 
certain, in that as the Lord is the God and 
author of peace, Satan is the prime mover in 


confuſion and vH! * 9 z: which m_—_ 
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he efpecially ſubferves by dividing nations as 
well as leſſer ſocieties into parties. What mif- 
chief he has accompliſhed in the world, parti- 
cularly in certain corners of it, by this en- 
gine, is ſo glaring, that it is altogether need- 
leſs to give any particular repreſentation of it. 
9 13. As Satan ſtood at the right hand of 
Joſhua the high prieſt to reſiſt him, Zech. iii. 
1. he ſtands at the right hand of every faith - 
ful miniſter of Chriſt, ſtill to do all in his 

ower to hinder him in his work, and to mar 
it. Becauſe miniſters are the perſons whom 
Chriſt has commiſſioned by office to propagate - 
his kingdom, and the immediate deſign of their 
work is the converſion of ſinners, and the edi- 


fication of the body of Chriſt, the orders given 


the arch apoſtate to the captains and ſub» 

erns in the infernal legions, with reſpect to 
them, are like thoſe given by the king of 87 
ria to his captains with reſpe& to Ahab, 
I Kings xxii. 31. © Fight neither with ſmall 
nor great, fave only with the king of Ifracl.” 
Becauſe the point is ſo important, it is deſign» 
ed afterward largely to diſcuſs the temptations 
with which Satan plies miniſters. All now. 
prepoſed, in agreeableneſs with my general 
plan, is to mention ſome ſtratagems of hell a- 
gainſt miniſters, as engaged in the actual diſ- 
charge of their office, and as ſtanding related 
to a particular congregation. The cunning 
adv tempts a miniſter to be unfinple in 
entrance upon the work, that his conſcience. 
may challenge and ſting him upon that ac- 
count, and chat he may thereby be weakened 
and obſtructed in his work, and Satan may 
diſtreſs and perplex him, by ſuggeſting, what: 
W e e e 
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ever his diligence or ſucceſs in his miniſtry is, 
it will not be regarded or accepted by the 
Lord, becauſe he did not undertake it with a 
fingle eye to the glory of Jehovah. He ſways 
to chuſe one congregation rather than ano- 
ther, when there is a competition, from the 
conſideration of cafe or outward advantage, 
rather than edification, or the call of Provi- 
dence, that this may produce tormenting re- 
morſe, provoke the Lord to allow one's uſe- 
fulnefs to be in a great meaſure marred, or 
occaſion ſome ſignal inconvenience, which 
would have been avoided had he acted ano- 
ther part; to conduct in fach manner, when 
firſt entered on the miniſtry, as to frequency, 
length, &c. of particular duties, that he is 
Won under neceffity to abate in one or every 


* 


circumſtance of them, = which the adverſary 
Hays in a plentiful fund of ancafinefs in his own 


mind, and reffection againſt him by others; 
to fall into bad habits and errors in his mini- 
terial conduct, which he ſhall find the great · 
eſt difficulty to rectify, when fully ſe of 
them, if it is at all practicable, that thus Sa- 
tan may <mbarraſs him, and divert him from 
His main concern, or obſtruct him in his work; 
to unfaithfulneſs to the Lord, his own con- 

ſcience, and the fouls of them to whom he 
. Rtands related, or among whom he is called to 

| . his office in any part of it; to be de- 

terred from the ſuitable performance of what 
is incumbent in admonition, reproof, diſci - 
line, and otherwiſe, by the fear of man, for 
which end Satan does all in his power to 
weaken the miniſter's ſpirit, that he may be 


1 
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— prevailed over u in, and ins 
| Aux ſo to act as tends to enfeeble 
125 nd; to be taken up with other things 
than hi work, ſecular buſineſs, company, di- 
verſions, &c. that this may render him utterly. 
unfit for the due diſcharge of his oſſice, and his 
people and others may plead his example in 
excuſe for themſelves, LET guilty of exceſſes 
not only in theſe: but other reſpects; ta mix 
the irregular workings of their own ſpirits, 
when ſpeaking or acting in the name of the 
Lord, by which men are prejudiced, and what 
they ſay or do loſes its weight and influence; 
to reſpect the great and the rich, in the man- 
ner reproved, James ii. 2. making diſtinc · 
tions, among men on civil accounts, where 
they ought to be made only. from religious 
paying the deference to them in- 
conũſtent with fidelity to the Lord Jeſus. 4 
notable inſtance: of the art of hell in this re- 
gard is, his influencing miniſters; where are le- 
gal eſtabliſhments, to countenance the exerciſe 
of patronage, at the ſame time that they ac- 
knowledge it to be an Antichriſtian uſurpa- 
uon; and that they may gain the favour of 
patrons, miniſters of ſtate, noblemen and gen · 
tlemen of influence, to promote the ſettlement 
in vacant churches of perſons. diſagreeable to 
the body of Chriſtian congregations, at leaſt © 
not their choice, by which Satan well knows 
edification will be. Zanally obftruQed, and the. 


life and er of religion eaten aut, through. 
the divitions, animofitics, &c. with which ſuck 
ſettlements are attended, and other conſequen- 
ces that reſult from them, for which reaſon 
he pradtiſes various arts to keep up the prac» 
tice, and to render it ſtill more general; to 
. 
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ſuperſicialneſs in performance of the ſeveral 
parts of the - miniſterial: work, by which the 
penetrating ſpirit is aware the efficacy of it 
will be greatly abated, and ſolemnity effectual- 
ly wore or kept off the ſpirit of the miniſter; to 
untenderneſs of ſpirit: or conduct, by which 
Satan to make him come under re- 

roach, and by that means to fall; into his 
— 1 Tim. iii. 7. to the practice of immo- 
rality, that Satan may render his labours of 
no effect, cauſe the offering of: the Lord, his 
ſolemn 8 to be abhorred, break the heart 


of the miniſter, and end his days, if he is real- 


ly religious, by conſtantly preſenting before 
the eyes of his mind the cutting, killing re- 
flection, that religion is wounded by him, and 
he is ſignally hurting the intereſt of his God 
and Redeemer, which he is under every obli- 
gation to defend and promote. This is one of 
the moſt. grievous preſſures, the moſt diſmal 

calamity, a ſervant: of Chriſt can fall under. 
Mr Fleming, author. of The fulfilling of the 
ſeriptures, had an expreſſion to this purpoſe, 
J can bear other trials; but when religion 
$5, is wounded through my ſides, Ifink.” When 
Satan gains this point in any degree, he tri- 
umphs ; and his deſigns in that kind cannot 
be too carefully guarded againſt at all ſcaſons, 
and when a perſon ſeems not in the ſmalleſt 
danger from that quarter. He tempts to car- 


nality, earthlineſs in ſpirit, diſcourſe, purſuit ; 


by which, if he is pious, Satan utterly unhin- 
ges and blunts his ſpirit, and renders his pu- 
| bl performances taſteleſs and inſipid; if he is 
not, plunges him into the evil ſtill more, * . 


i: wp prove RY _ RY to ſober 


3 


* N * 5 , Ih . ) 
Faithful Miniſters. : -- 133 


ſons on that account, Or by other things to 
which this is introductory; to covetouſneſs, 
and love of the world, which eats out the life 
of religion in his own ſpirit, 1 John ii. 15. 
proves a diſmal ſnare to hearers, and from this 
to imagine, that he believes not what he deli- 
vers, and ſeeks no other portion than a pre- 
ſent world; to formality in performance of 
ſanctuary- ſervice, going through it in a beaten 
track, without tenderly endeavouring the at- 
tainment and practice of the beautiful variety 
the Lord requires, according to various ſea- 
ſons and circumſtances, and without any evi- 
dence of tender regard to the authority and 
all · ſeeing eye of Jehovah in his miniſtrations, 
by which due exerciſe of holy affection in 
hearers is lamentably obſtructed, the devout 
are juſtly pained, and the indifferent are pre- 
judiced againſt the word; to ſloth, ſinful ne- 
glect to ſtir up the gift that is in them, 2 Tim. 
1. 6. 3 not to improve the talents the Lord has 
intruſted them with for his ſervice, but to bu · 
ry them by want of proper exerciſe; to ſerve 
the Lord with what did coſt them nothing, 


not making conſcience of due preparation for' 
public performances, but going out in depend- 


ence on their own abilities, or making the ap- 
pearance of entertaining the hearers with new 
diſcourſes, of bringing out of their trea- 
ſures things new, Matth. xiii. 52. while they 
deliver over and over again what they had in- 
ſiſted upon before, by which means the tempt- 
er induces them to practiſe injuſtice to their 
people, in not giving them that extenſive view 
of divine truth to which they have undoubted 
right; inſtead of * diſcourſes 3 


* 
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ſed by nemſelves, on ſubjects important and T 
ſeaſonable to their hearers, and in a ftrain cal- 
culated to edify them, habitually to ſteal from 
books, Jer. xxiji. 30. what they can ſteal 
with leaſt trouble to themſelves, tho' no wiſe 
ſuited to the caſe of their congregations, and, 
as — 2 repeat 1 either 
entirely, or in greateſt them, 
tranſeribed from = — 2 of others, 
hy which Satan propoſes to make them ridi- 
culous, as the practice may eaſily be diſcover- 
ed; and he will not fail ſo to order things, as 
much as he can, that one or many of the con- 
gregation ſhall make the diſcovery, in order to 
edification being marred, and the miniſter's 
character leſſened. This practice is with great 
juſineſs and ſpirit expoſed by the ingenious. 
author of the — Vol. 2. No 106. un- 
der the appearance of recommending it to 


1 country clergymen. He tempts to deadneſs, 


miniſtring in holy things without exerciſe of 
grace, lively affections, or holy fervour. Sa- 
tan is at vaſt pains to produce, maintain, and 
promote, this ſpiritual inſenſibility in the mi- 
niſter ; becauſe little or no fruit is to be ex- 
ghected from his labours while he is under ſuch. 
a. frame. His particular methods in managing 
this temptation, with numbers of others now 
occaſionally hinted, will fall natively to be 
conſidered after ward in their proper place. He 
influences to hypocriſy, a dealing deceitfully 
with the Lord in application to him, and other 
parts of his ſervice, and with men in profeſ- 
Nons and appearances. in matters religious and 
things of other kinds, by which the grand de · 
ceiver weakens . tender regard to 


e the 
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the Lord's authority, and obſtructs the a 
ſingly for his glory; to entertain prejudices a- 
gainſt his people with or without foundation, 
which the cruel foe produces and cheriſhes, 
that he may hinder the exerciſe of love to 
them, and make him indifferent about Wi- 
neglect duties incumbent; toward them, and 
miniſter among them under the influence of 
this diſtemper of ſpirit, by which he too well 
knows, the Lord may be provoked to blaſt 
entirely his endeavours for their ſpiritual good, 
and to lay him under teſtimonies of his diſ- 
pleaſure in inward or outward ſtrokes. In 
proſecution of this curſed deſign, he will pre- 
ſent occaſions and provocations to the miniſter 
to expreſs theſe his prejudices, that they may 
be matter of mutual jealouſy, diſtruſt, and re- 
ſentment, betwint him and his people. He 
tempts to diſcouragement and finking per- 
plexity under difficulties, oppoſition, and un- 
reaſonable and harſh treatment, feared or felt. 
That this favourite point may be reached, he 
teaſes the perſon as much as he can, by filling 
Bis imagination with impreſſions of what he 
has to grapple with, or of injuries received, 
painted in the ſtrongeſt and moſt lively co- 
Jours, by which he gradually, yet too effec- 
tually, wears him out as by a ſecret flame with- 
in him. Meantime he calls in the aſſiſtance of 
others, by working upon the corruptions af 
the inſtruments of his trouble, immediate or 
more remote, and influencing. them to give 
him all the diſturbance and pain in their 
power. At the ſame time, he preſſes others 
into this ſervice, by leading them to act a part 


nue cannot account for, and for which 
6 ä perhaps 
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E ps they are heartily ſorry. The artful 
duce 


r moves the miniſter to negle& ſome 
Part of his work, eſpecially that which ſeems 
of leſs importance, for the ſake of attending 
with greater diligence what is or ſeems to be 
more momentous, that thus Satan may lay in 
For bitter challenges m his mind, becauſe ſpe- 
.cial ſucceſs probably ſhould have attended per- 
formance of what was neglected, or may pro- 
vide a fund for reflection againft him to them 
. who want but a handle; to laxnefs in admi- 
niſtration ot diſcipline, a bearing them that 
are evil, a ſuffering perſons immoral and ſcan- 
dalous to live in full communion with the 
church, and to partake of the privileges of the 
Lord's children, by which that inveterate ene- 
my of the honour and intereſt of Chriſt at- 
tains. the trampling under foot the authori 
of the Lord Jeſus, which appoints the m 
careful ſeparation in this matter of the pre- 
cious from the vile, the wounding and Gino 
bling of the tender Chriftian and weak bro- 
ther, the hardening of the' wicked and pro- 
Fane, the drawing down of ſpiritual judge: 
.ments on the ſociety, and. the weakening dif- 
<ipline, and rendering it ineffectual when ap- 
plied; to fpiritual pride, valuing themſelves 
upon their graces, attainments, and holineſs, 
(the neareſt approac eee a great divine, a- 
ny one can make to the image of the devil), 
overweening conceit of themſelves on account 
of their eminent gifts, real or ſuppoſed, ela- 
borate learned performances, excellent finith- 
ed ſermons, great diligence, faithfulneſs, and 
uſefulneſs in the miniſtry. Thus 2 
_— Ty too 7 2 for the | 
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in too many inſtances corrupts the beſt things; 
and renders them the moſt gbominable and 
pernicious. As this ſpiritual pride is one of 


the moſt diſmal of all ſnares, ſome have ſup- 


poſed, perhaps with good reaſon, miniſters 
are moſt of all men expoſed to it. Hence they 
ſtudy more the manner than the matter of 
diſcourſes, or the frame of mind with which 
they are delivered, are ſolicitous about ſine 
ſtyle, proper addreſs, handſome delivery, meet 
pathos, zuſt neat periods, while they are thus 
1 from being concerned about, or utterly 
loſe, and altogether neglect, ſeriouſneſs and 
ſolemnity of ſpirit, that ſenſe of the Lord's 
authority and all-ſeeing eye, regard to his ho- 
nour, and love to the ſouls of men, which 15 
the life and ſoul of right müniſterial perform 
ances and exerciſes. He influences ito adopt 
and teach error, which for that purpoſe: the 
ſeducing ſpirit, the broacher and author of 
error, Aurkull varniſhes over with the ſpecious 
ges the perſon. to conclude, it is a part of ſcrip- 
ture · doctrine, only appearing in a no lefs en- 
gaging than new point of light, and furniſhes 
a number of expedients, by which it is preſu- 
med theſe principles may be reconciled to the 
form of ſound words, or deduced from it; and 
if he heſitates to vent it, the tempter will work 
upon his vanity, and pretend what vaſt merit it 
will be, what ſingular reputation he will arrive. 
at, by ſubmitting his diſcoveries to the judge- 
ment of the learned and intelligent world: There 
is the greateſt reaſon to believe, he rarely finds 


this ſtratagem for —— bo- 
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ls to have the ſmalleſt 
part of the poiſonous doctrine uttered, he finds 
ordinarily ſmall difficulty | 
at; for then he plies the perſon with the con- 
ſideration, his honour is engaged to maintain 
what he has advanced and eſpouſed, that it 
would leſſen him exceedingly, and render him 
contemptible, to retract it. The very rare in- 
ſtances of the error thrown up, once ſwallow- 
ed down, how groſs ſoever, ſhews how effec- 
tual and ſucceſsful this his engine is. He 
tempts to confine his views and public teach- 
ing, as well as private inſtructions, to a fa- 
vourite point or ſcheme he has adopted, whe- 
ther a ſcriptural one or otherwiſe, of the ſmall- 
eſt or greater importance, poflibly a ſcheme 
that obſtructs edification inftead of promoting 
it, ſo that this ſhall be found in every text that 
Falls in his way, and is conſtantly harped up- 
on, ſo as to grieve, irritate, or ſtumble the 
hearers, and hinder their profiting by him, 
while valuable talents, that might be 
fingularly uſeful to the church, by ſuch means 
are next to buried. At the fame time he in- 
flames the ſpirit of the miniſter, by the oppo- 
ftion-he has to encounter in promulgating and 
eflabliſhing his 28 ſentiments, and there- 
by cultivates in him an overbearing temper, 
the oppoſite of his character as a miniſter of 
Chriſt; or if he is timorous, endeavours to 
make him fink under them. He leads to in- 
fiſt. on curious ſpeculations, things ſuited to 
pleaſe: itching ears, 2 Tim. iv. 3. and gratify 
the vain mind; and diverts from: ferrous con- 
cerning ſubjects and thoughts. That this may 
be done, he produces ſpecial pleaſure in _ 
Hel 6 | min 


to obtain all he aims 


_ God's 


4 g 


* 1 
: a — 
* * £ A 0 % 0 N . . E 5 — Fe 7 3 ; 
TPaichful Miniſters. 130 
| 0 . P4 8 


mind of the miniſter, when he proſecutes 
ſuch topics, and does all he can to have 
him ſingularly applauded for it. What the 
infernal politician propoſes by all, is effec- 
tually to draw aſide the miniſter from know 
ing only among his people Chriſt and him 
crucified,' 1 Cor. ii. 2.; from explaining 
the doctrines calculated for the converſion of 
ſinners, and building up ſaints in holineſs. 
He excites another to teach only plain things, 
already known, when he ſhould do otherwiſe, | 
and is capable of it, not ſearching into the 
myſteries of the kingdom of God, nor 'exa- 


mining what things are eſpecially ſuited to | 


_ edify, and making theſe the ſubſtance of his 
public miniftrations. The fly adverfary puſhes 
this, producing ſloth in the mind of the mi- 
niſter, engaging him in other concerns and 
affairs, leading him into diverting entertain- 
ing _—— and by a variety of other fuck 
methods e tempts to formality in prayer, 
by which the exerciſe of his ſpiritual gifts is 
obſtructed} the ſpiritual advantage of the 
is marred, and they are apt to be ſtum- 
bled and offended. This end the tempter, full 
of envy and ſpite aguinſt the beauty of goſpłl· 
worſhip, accompliſhes, by cauſing the miniſter 
_ confine elf to preconceived forms of 
prayer, cultivating in him undue diffidence; 
neglect of dependence on the Holy Ghoſt 
as a ſpirit of ſupplication, a too great ſerupu- 
loſity about exactneſs of words and ſentences 
in prayer, &c. He inſtigates to lerd it over 
s heritage, and to act as if he was the 
maſter of the church, not given by Chriſt to 
* 4 ſervant to * 2. Cor. iv. g's to uſurp-the _ 
dominion 
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dominion of mens conſciences, practically to 
act as if he was lord of their faith, A | 
church-members and others were bound im- 
plicitly to receive his affirmations, without ex- 
| amining them by the rule of the word, 
Ms: xVii.-11.3 to be filled with reſentment, if 
any perſon ſhall, in the moſt humble and be- 
—— manner, ſay to him, Take heed to 
the miniſtry which thou haſt received in the 
«. Lord, that thou fulfil it,” Col. iv. 17. and 
that even when ſuch admonition is moſt evi- 
dently neceſſary, and called for; to carry in 
ſo —— a manner, and with ſo forbid- 
ding and commanding an air, that though o- 
chers may dread him, they are effectually kept 
by ſuch means from loving him. Miniſters i- 
— — by ſuch behaviour, their authority is 
ſerved and promoted; but Satan too well 
nos, their uſefulneſs and due influence is 
thereby. miſerably marred, and for that to 
him good reaſon, he practiſes various arts to 
influence the miniſter to hold on in that 
courſe. He works an inward Eorruption 
to diſpoſe them to defire pre-eminence of 
each hors and ſuggeſts expedients proper for 
Ataining it. What this irreconcileable ad- 
verſary of the Lord Jeſus, and his ſervants, 
has in view by the tempration, is, to break and 
ent that harmony among miniſters that is 
— for their mutually. ſubſerving the 
intereſts of religion, to introduce and cheriſh 
- Jars among them, that prove diſtreſſing to the 
friends of truth, a — Sum fund- of reflection 
againſt all of them, and their office, to per- 
ſonꝭ of a different character, and the cultiva- 
ton of vanity, arrogance, and ſelf-· ſufficiency. 
— perſons immediately plied by che temp- 
tation. 
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tation. He fiirs up ſtrife and contention a- 
mong them, that they may ſeverally weaken 
one another's hands; and their conduct may 
be in expreſs contradiction to their inſtrue- 
tions from their g maſter, and the cha- 
racter they bear of meſſengers of peace. He 
well knows how much this tends to defeat and 
event the ſucceſs of their miniſterial labours, 

n endeavours to pray them - to be reconciled 
to God, 2 Cor. v. 20. who are his enemies 
through wicked works, ' and to prevail' with 
men to be at peace among themſelves, 1 Theſſ. 
v. 13. He tempts to weary of the ſtation Pro- 
vidence has placed them in, from the croſs in 
it they are daily called to take up, Luke ix. 
23. and to defire and endeavour a remove to 
another, which the enemy knows would be a 
ſtraying from the path of duty, and ſo from 
that of ſafety, while the Lord requires to con- 
tinue in that poſt he has affigned, till it ſhall 
leaſe him to grant a clear diſmiſſion from it. 

he inceſſant infernal projector tries to pre- 
vail with another, or perhaps the perſon now 
mentioned at another ſeaſon, to decline a ma- 
nifeſt call in providence to change his ſtation, 
and enter upon labouring in another part of 
Chriſt's vineyard. In order thereto,” he will 
magnify preſent advantages, and greatly ag- 
gravates real or pretended difficulties” and in- 
conveniencies to be encountered in the new 
ſphere; for he is ſenſible calls in providence 
of ſuch kind are moſt critically managed, 
much depends on the part one then acts, and 
if a miniſter, from any unſingle end, declines 
ſuch call, it is too much to be dreaded his 
25 | ac. 
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he remained after the removal of the cloudy 
Pillar, Ex. xl. 36. 37. He inſtigates to over- 
do, and cut ſhort his days, by exceſſive labours 
ia the miniſterial work. This ſnare Satan lays 
For, one whoſe heart is in his work, eſpecially 
if the conſtitution of the body is weak, and 
not proportioned to the vigour and activity of 
his ſpirit, Matth. xxvi. 41. He ies the man 
with this engine, the effects of whole gifts and 
__—_ in ezerciſe of the miniſtry, he greatly 
dreads, and no doubt exults when be thinks 
he has in that way finiſhed a man in a ſhort 
time, who, in a natural view, and according 
to the common courſe of things, might have 
ſignally hurt and weakened his kingdom for a 
A many years. This is Mr Gilpin's ob- 
has confirmed it. He excites to envy of o- 
.thers, and to be influenced by it in his mini- 
ſtrations, which provokes the Lord, obſtructs 
the exerciſe of grace, if he is partaker of it, 
And unfits him for his miniſterial labours, by 
ocuring his gifts to be blaſted, and his ta- 

| þ nts diminiſhed. The enemy judges his la- 
bour well laid out, when he reaps ſuch fruits 
ther, tells, that that eminent ſervant of Chriſt 
adviſed miniſtars to take care not to take three 
little dogs into the pulpit, pride, covetoul- 
neſs, and envy... To ſeck the applauſe and 
good liking of men, more than the . honour 
and approbation of the Lord, or the good of 
ſouls, | renders the eye evil, the aim unſingle, 
and makes the whole body full of darkneſs. 


What one does, proves ineffectual for the great 


ends of edification; or at leaſt * 
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by the deceits of the enemy, the comfort and 
advantage of it in his on ſpirit. He excites} 
miniſters to flatter men in common converſa- 
tion, which greatly diminiſhes their authority, 
and the regard that otherwiſe would be paid 
them as miniſters of the goſpel of the grace of 
God, and to flatter perſons in particular cir- 
cumſtances in their public performances, at- 
tended (beſides the hurtful conſequences: now 
mentioned) with a weakening exceedingly the 
force and efficacy of all delivered by them, and 
the imminent hazard of the Lord his being 
provoked to take them away on that account, 
Job xxxih, 223 to be ruled and influenced by 
carnal, political, and prudential conſidera- 
tions ſo called. in chuſing and treating ſubs: 
jets ; whence it becomes more their inquiry, 
what is ſuited to pleaſe and entertain the hear-: 
ers, than what e e the Lord re- 
quires to be delivered to t at that ſeaſon; 
and Satan in this caſe frequently grafts ſo; 
much of pretended foreſight, - and miſtake 
falſe caution upon a prudent temper, ; that a 
conſiderable part of the counſel of God, or at 
leaſt a highly neceſſary part of it, ſhall not be 
touched, leſt the prudence of the preachers 
ſhould fall under imputation, the delicacy of 
the hearers be ſhocked, or I know not What 
other bad effect follow; and in conſequence 
of all, the miniſter of the greateſt ſufficiency» 
is frequently held under the greateſt entangle- 
ments, in that and ſuch kinds, by the grand 
deceiver. He inſnares the miniſter to neglect 
to be concerned for his people before the Lord 
in prayer, and to ſeck the divine bleſſing, and 
the energy of the Spirit, to accompany his mi- 
A | niſtsations; 
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niſtrations; for the tempter knows, without 
this, in way of ordinary diſpenſation, theſe 
mercies are not to be expected, and that ne- 
glect of ſuch prayer is the ready way to pro- 
voke the Lord to with-hold them; to enter- 

tain his hearers with harangues of morality, 
good in themſelves abſtractly conſidered, but 
poiſon to the ſouls of unconverted ſinners as 
be lays them, without pointing out death in 
ſin by the fall, and the ſinner's utter inability 
to help himſelf, with the indiſpenſable neceſſi- 
ty, by the divine conſtitution, of the app ica- 
tion of the virtue and efficacy of Chriſt's ſa- 
crifice by the Spirit, that a ſinner may be par- 
doned, regenerated, converted, made to die to 


fin, and to live to righteouſneſs, arrive at the 


meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
meetneſs for inheriting the heavenly manſions; 


the ſoul, and therefore diſpoſes the miniſter 
to deal with his people, and others among 
whom he occaſionally labours, as if they were 
ſtill in the ſtate of primitive integrity, by which 
the cunning ſeducer influences theſe people 
to attempt to build without laying the foun- 

dation, and deſigns to canſe them kindle a 

fire, and compaſs themſelyes about with 
ſparks, that they may be made to lie down in 
ſorrow, If. I. 11. But it would be endleſs to 
 eflay to give a general view of the temptations 
with which miniſters are plied by the powers 


of darkneſs, and wherein theſe wicked ſaga- 


cious ſpirits entangle and inſnare them; pro- 
ceed we therefore to the deceits of hell practi- 
| ſed upon a people as they ſtand related to a 
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J 14. That exquiſitely artful deſtroyer of the 
ſouls of men, 1 Pet. v. 8. tempts a people, 
when they have a miniſter to chuſe, not to be 
ſuitably concerned to call one who has the 

ce of God in truth, and thus is fitted by the 
rd to ſpeak in his name in demonſtration 
of the Spirit, and with power; but to fix on 
a perſon who has a fine ſtyle, handſome ad- 
dreſs, a frank eaſy deportment, a genteel turn 
and caſt, a pliable temper, is entertaining in 
_ converſation, but wants what is eflential to 
à goſpel-miniſter'z and that when ſet in com- 
ition with "a pious man, a workman who 
needeth not be aſhamed, one qualified by ex- 
erciſe and experience rightly to divide the 
word of truth; or he engages them to obtain, 
by all poſſible endeavours, à perſon of the firſt 
character, who ſhews not the power mention- 
ed 1 Cor. iv. 19. 20. does not affect to appear 
religious, and is not accounted ſuch by them 
who have ſpiritual ſenſes exerciſed, Heb. v. 14. 
while one of the latter bleſſed diſpoſition 
a procured, and is nor, 
ſo much as thought of by them, whoſe atten- 
tion is directed and diverted by the grand de. 
ceiver” as now repel: When patrons,. 
heritors, town-counſellors, tutors or curators. 
of minors, factors, preſbyteries, orvther per- 


ſons whoſe ſtation or office afford them veigbt 
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or influence in che matter of ſettlement of mi- 
niſters; are difpoſed to thruſt in a man up 91 
an unwilling and retlaiming congregation in. 


» * 


legal Eſtabliſhments; and "Satan knows, fer, 


different reaſons, ſuch ſettlement will lament- 
ably obſtruct edification, hurt the intereſt df, 
che guſpel, and mar its ſueceſs; he endeavours 
| TIS > ES N ö . to ; 
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to make the people drop or forbear juſt and 
regular, and neceſſary, as well as incumbent, 
oppoſition to the meaſure, by ſcaring them 
with the apprehenfion of the reſentment of 


them upon whom the Caper, or who are ca- 
pable to injure them, by ſuggeſting the oppoſi- 
tion will be fruitleſs, and thus better not to 
de made, or . proceeded in, and by en- 
gaging proper hands, by promiſes, threats, 
RN 
vour to make them give way. In congrega- 
tions voluntarily aſſociated, and who diſſent 
from eſtabliſhme % 25s Bias inveterate. 2 of 
an evangelical miniſtry attempts to keep out 
one kh the choice of the . 3 the 
ſociety on ſcriptural grounds, and to bring in 
one over their belly, who ſhould pretend to 
feed their ſouls with the enticing words of 
man's wiſdom, 1 Cor. ii. 4. by. cauſing them 
who are the eſpecial ſupports of the congre- 
gation, in reſpect of contributing for the mi- 
nliſter's ſubfiltence, the keeping up of the 
meeting-place, and other incident and neceſ- 
fary charges, ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe the ſerious 
man, to exert themſelves to the utmoſt in be- 
- Half of the polite uncyangelical preacher, and 
10 threaten, if they M not complicd with in 
the matter, they will withdraw their ſubſer ip- 
tion, and prevail with their friends to do the 
ſame. When the other members are determi- 
ned to do their duty notwithſtanding, and to 
leave events to Providence, the author of con- 
fuſion, and enemy of all good, ſo works ſome- 
times on the pride of the, gentlemen, who 
would be weighed, not numbered, in that caſe, 
chat they withdraw their countenance and aſ- 
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ſiſtance from the congregation ; and if it is 
not diſbanded, it is not Satan's fault, nor 
theirs. Juſtice ſhould not be done to this part 
of the ſubject, was it not obſerved, that in hie- 
rarchies, the grand corrupter of the miniſtry in- 
fluences, and ſeeks to prevail with the biſhop, 
to ordain a young man, and admit him into 
orders, without having his moral character 
properly atteſted, or making ſuitable inquiry, 
whether he is endued with the qualifications 
indifpenfably requiſite by divine appointment 
in all who enter into the office of the mini- 
ſtry, as ſpecified in the wwo epiſtles to Timo- 
thy, and that to Titus. Perfonal obligations, 
connections of different kinds, profpects of 
preferment, and other conſiderations which 

knows to be of weight, are plicd by the 
infernal politician, a conſummate judg: of 


men, to render this ſtratagem effectual; wim 


what ſucceſs, events and circumſtances do de- 
clare; and when the man is thus put in the 
prieſt's office, the grand framer and conductor 
of the ſcheme ſollcits people to ſubmit to his 
miniftrations, ſeeing they wilt get none elſe to 
preach to them. This is the counter part of 
the two laſt inſtances; with the difference, that 
what the people chiefly practiſed in thoſe, the 
biſhop principally is concerned in in this. 
When a congregation is deſtitute of a paſtor, 
and are difpoſed to act ſuitably in order to 
their being provided with a faithful one, Sa- 
tan tries to render their attempts abortive, by 
doing all he can to keep them from being at - 
one among themſelves, to divide them into 
parties, who ſet up for different men, to cauſe 
them/fix upon a perſon whom they cannot ob- 
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| rain, to raiſe utter averſion in the man's. mind 
at undertaking the charge, if it is not in his 
: power to 3 his being called to it. With 
chat view, he aggravates and magnifies. every 
diſcoura ing circumſtance reſpecting it, ee | 
every difficulty. to be encountered in-attending 
it; all which, with great art and addreſs, by 
one means or other, he will bring to the per- 
ſon's ears, and will ſet them before him in a 
ſtrong and ftriking point of light, and fails 
not to muſter up a great many forbidding 
conſiderations, which have no exiſtence but 
What he has given them in the perſon's ima- 
| gination 3 for he dreads excecdingly the event 
of a miniſter and people their being mutual 
comforts to one another, as what threatens 
diſmal things to the intereſt of his een 


An that place, if not more extenſiyely. 


9.15. When a miniſter is actually called, his 
next engine is, to make the 150 betwixt 

him and the people commence with as diſ- 
advantage on both ſides as is . For 
chat end, if the miniſter has been of any 
iwprudencies or moral evil, is under ſuſpicion 
the one or the other regard, is encompaſſ- 
<& with any iofirmicy, ſinleſs or ſinful, he 
will take care to have it propagated in- the 
place with advantage, previous to or juſt up- 
on\the miniſter's entrance to labour in the 
word, &c. in that place. He has various 

arts, many buſy bodies, by whom he accom- 
pliſhes this deſign, and emiſſaries in abundance 
8 perform that infernal ſervice, highly plea- 
nig to him, | becauſe ſo advantageous to the 
intereſts and preſervation. of his kingdom. 


On che other band, he * 
| et 
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Ert before the miniſter all that is unſvitable; diſ- 
agreeable, or trying to him, in the peaple, and 
that ſeems to threaten that he ſhall ſpend his 
ſtrength among them in vain, that ſo his hands. 
may be weakened when he begins to labour a- 
mong them, in ſuch manner, that he may not 
afterward recover it, but may always drive hea- 
vily. He tempts the people, by every ſhadow 
of ground. real or. pretended, to- harbour 
rooted prejudices againſt the ' miniſter, that 
their hearts may be ſhut againſt all his attempts 
for their: ſpiritual good, that whatever he can 
ſay or do among them may be of no avail, 
and that Iſrael there may not be gathered, 
H. xlix. 5.3 or to idolize and overvalue him, 
nay, put him in Chriſt's room, on-account 
of a ſweet and amiable diſpoſition, valuable 
natural, acquired, gracious abilities, by which 
he who: will not give his glory to another is- 
provoked to blaſt the perſon, if not wholly, 
yet to them, ſo as they reap little or no ſpiri- 
wal advantage from his miniſtrations. Art- 
fully he excites athers, or perhaps the ſame 
perſons at another ſeaſon, to under value and; 
contemn him of whom they ave required by: 
the Lord to thin highly for his works ſake, 
1. Thefſ. v. 13. by which the cruel foe obtains 
the end of weakening the authority and in- 


fluence of the miniſter, brenk k 


Jehovah againſt the people on aceount af their 
reproach him with whatche is innocent of, and 
to deride him for a real or pretended human 
infirmity, by which, when known to hin as: 
Satan takes care it ſhall- be, he falls into. the: 
Ss N32. | mare 
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mare of ne devil, 1 Tim. ii. 7. the enemy 


| obtains ſignal advantage over him, mars his 
_ ebnfidence in his miniſtrations, defeats the ef - 
fect they otherwiſe might have upon hearers, 
and makes a. ſecret flame burn within him, 
by which he is conſumed piece · meal, or hur- 
ried into the temptations of anger, 1 T 
and hatred, and kept ſo entangled in them, 
that he cannot extricate himſelt, and the re- 

fection, how criminal his thoughts are, tears 
and rents him; to become his enemy, becauſe 
he tells them the truth; to entertain fecret 
grudges againſt him, and to vent them in harſh 
and injurious treatment of him, when oppor- 
tunity is preſented; to hate him, © becauſe 
faithful to the Lord, his own conſcience, and 
theirs, Gal. iv. 16. to render him uneaſy, by 
lying at catch to notice any the ſmalleſt ſlip 
or miſtake in his conduct, to twit him wich it, 
make it a handle to maltreat him, or report it 

_ to his prejudice, and to interfere, officiouſly 
in his perſonal or family affairs, intruding into 
his family, bringing into it, carrying out of it, 
reports, by which his quiet is diſtunbed, his 

mind perplezed, his work among them is ren- 

dered ſtill more difficult, and thoughts are 
raiſed in his mind | which. obſtruct affection to 
them, and concern for them; to con- 
1-5 eng rm for his own advantage, 
and from. ſelſiſn conſiderations in his miniſtra- 
tiont, vpon: 8 es. 
— ſevere treatment ot — by 
which he is made, though unwillingly, to de- 
are and pray for a remove from them by his 
* to ſome other corner of his vine- 


8 4 % m_ 


j 
! 


and . have got a ininifiey: of Susana 
ſpirit, they are convinced, with regret, of the 
ſnare of the enemy in the matter, and of their 
folly in conſequence of it, when it is too late 
to expect a remedy; to implicit faith in the 
miniſter, and to ſwallow down whatever he 


delivers, without examination, or A 
the ſcriptures daily, whether theſe things are 
ſo or not, as did the Bereans, called on that 
account more noble than thoſe in Theffalonica, 
Acts xvii. 10. 11. by which, admit what 
hear is ſcriptural, Satan makes their faith to 
ſtand, not in the power of God, but in the 
_ wiſdom of man, and thus renders it, if not 
alogether,, at leaſt in a great meaſure, human 
faith, 1 Cor. it. 5. to the 8 extreme, 
of carping at almoſt every ching he delivers, 
quarrelling the matter, or manner, or ſeaſony.. 
or other circumſtances, of his mĩniſterial per- 
formances, by which bis work is rendered a 
burden to bim, his mind is on the rack When 
engaged in it, as he knows Whatever! he ſays, 
and in how cautions: terms ſoever, is apt 0. 
be tortured, miſrepreſented, and to have con- 
ſtructions put upon it Which his words Win 
not bear; to be irritated, galled, and fille& 
with heart - riſings, when” he ſtrikes againſt'e= 
vils with which they ſtand chargeable, and to 
which they are peculiarly” addicted, though - 
he knew nothing of their having tranſgrefled 
in that kind, or had not them or any other 
Particular perſon in view, injuriouſſy to ſavs ' 
miſe,” that ſome in the congregation had in- 
formed him of them; and he public ſet tem 
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front. 
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were of no importance to them, or to 
the divine honour, which temptation Satan 
plies,” becauſe he is ſenſible they who miſim- 
prove ſo groſsly the 3 the goſpel, 
5 4 — bettered by any other mean 
or diſpenſation; to neglect to attend ordinan- 
ces diſpenſed by him, that he may keep the 
perſon. out of the way of obtaining the ſure 
mercies of David, in — mus ng Lord ta- 


EKeth more pleaſure in the gates of Zion than 


in all the dwelliags of Jacob, and may grieve 
the ſpirit of the miniſter, and weaken his 
Bands, 3 to his charge 
| — eternal ruin upon themſelves, while 
can do nothing to prevent it, through. their 
ring Heavens Vt out of the way of recei- 
veny's- — — courſe 


procedure ; to refuſe to 
Hoe oe ne, when they have ſo finned- 
| — 10 by Hetvens 
on eths. — Chriſt, 


weaken the. authority. of the | officers in his 
| houſe, and open pe 2 teſt 


— 


. Miniſter and Debs N 


bers 3 to * upon e as in dif- 
ferent other ref] pects, ſo eſpecially by pretend - 
ing to be under ſoul - exereiſe, and--@ ſaving 
work of the Spirit, when no ſuch thing has 
place, and that with deſign to cauſe him en- 
tertaſn favourable apprehenſions of them, and 
to influence him to give the childrens bread 
to them who are dogs, to the diſhonour of 
the Lord Jeſus, and to the poiſoning and ruin 
of their ſouls ; and to claim ſealing ordinances - 
when- habitually unfit for them, and abſolute- 
3 of them, that he may intro- 
ex promiſcuous admiſſion. If 
ſtewards of the myſteries of God are tender 
and conſcientious, and refuſe to admit them, 
he works on the angry of ſuch per- 
ſons, and cauſes them reſent the juſt denial; 
He leads them to ſtate an odious | 
detwixt their miniſter and others, to his great 


prejudice, and the obſtruction of their prum- 


ing by his labours, and to blame him for the 
want of talents which Providence has not been 
pleaſed to confer upon him, cenſuring him be- 
cauſe his performances are in their a 
ſion mean, while he ſtirs up the gift Mat i in 
him to the utmoſt of his ability, and makes 
conſeience of ration for the work his 
great calls him to be employed in; and 
to withdraw Som the communion of a church 
or congregation on aceount of error or cor- 
ruptions, real or pretended, charged upon one 
or many, or all of the „vhich are no 
ſcriptural and juſt ground of ſe ion. This 
temptation Satan peculiarly-pui 
vr gn fuch--rents and diviſions have as 
diſmal e ople | to be _ 

| * a 


es becauſe he 
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taken up about a public religion, that conſiſts 
in controverſy, debate, and blind zeal for cer- 
tain. diſputable points, deciſions, determina- 
tions, and practices 'of men, in which the eſ- 
ſence of Chriſtianity is not intereſted, while 
the power of godlineſs is not attended to, nor 
ever has been experienced, or if it formerly 
has been re now is neglected, and the 
exerciſe of grace hy ſuch means is obſtructed 
and marred, 82110 alienation of affection among 
the profeſſed followers of the Lamb, emula- 
— 5 ſtrife, envy, 9 Won of 

writ, cenſure, calumny, reproa J detraction, ; 
biting and devouring one another, with dan- 
ger of being conſumed one of another, and 
various other works of the fleſh are drawn 
forth, and cultivated in a lamentable manner. 
When matters are in that ſtate, and when per- 
Ions 3 of de Lord's way, and 
_ effending in that kind, it is no won- 

der er war" wn he Rds: or 2 ad- 


contempt o 
authority of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thus 
their ſaving benefit and improvement, by any 
mean whatever, is indeed not then to be ex- 
pected, whatever the Lord may do in ſove- 
' reignty, * He , —_— to have itching ears, 
2 Tim. iv. 3. the illuſtration of which is re- 
ſerved 16 — 1 to decay in eſteem 


—— miniſter, affection for him, ſo ne- 

ry to ks modi ng by his miniſtry, in 

 eviſer to:whicht cheanchfol focoblicerates, 

8 ** 
| V 
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valuable qualifications imprints on the img 
nation deep and laſting: traces of whatever 
tends to l him in their view; and provides 
againſt dir making for him the allowances 


which are juſt, and the preſent ſtate of things 
requires; to ſet up for one miniſter to the 
prejudice of another, not giving them fimply 

a reſpe& due on account. of their graces, 
gitts, and uſefulneſs to them, but having their 
perſons in admiration,” overvaluing them, and 
undervaluing all others, which Paul taxes 
in the Corinthians, 1ſt epiſt . i. 12. 13.3 to 
charge the goſpel with the ſhortcomings and 
miſcarriages of miniſters, not making the juſt 
diſtinction betwixt. them and the meſſage of 
the Lord Jeſus they deliver, nor confidering, 
though they are bound, che word of the 
Lord always is free, 1 Tim. ii. 9. by which 
ſnare he diſmally prevents the S of 
ſinners, and the nenen of the! ares: ey 


Chriſt. - 
{wha lays 


616. The internal 
— the me to come wich aſtoniſh- 
ing art and addreſs, knows it is of the utmoſt 
- to him to give a wrong bias to the 

outh, and to cramp and ſpoil them 
in er 22 In proſecution: of chat de- 
2 tempts feachers to undertake what 
they are by no means fitted to go through 
with; for he knows: an inſufficient. teacher is 
a public grie vance, and does inconceivably 
greater hurt to ſociety, as well as the perſons 
committed to his charge, and their relations, 
than is generally adverted to, or believed. 
There k is not the leaſt ground. to doubs,. tae) } 


_ 
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tuch 3 ſettled, eſpecially in places where 
their charge, and in conſequence their hurtful 
influence, will be extenſive. He inftigates 
teachers to take too much in hand, that a con- 


 fiderablc part of their work may be neglected, 
and — „ perſons in the ut - 
moſt danger ot burdens to them- | 


_ ſelves and he D who might otherwiſe 
have been bright ornaments of it, Agnally uſe- 
ful in it, and in diſtinguiſhed ſtations; or at 
leaſt that they may not be ſo uſeful to others, 
comfortable in themſelves, capable to advance 
their on outward intereſt, as as they otherwiſc 
_ ſhould have _— He uſes e de- 
| men, acting in the i teach- 
2 his 1 — . — to — and in- 
=— into young minds, pliable, and 5g we 
any impreſſion, erroneous princi 
HT notions and ſentiments, ' by ck they 
are fitted afterward to — 
tenets in the church, to ſcatter K to be- 
come firebrands- and ringleaders of ſedition 
and rebellion in the ſtate, ſo as td be ready 
_ themſelves, and to do all in their power to excite 
others to take up arms againſt a"lawful and 
at, without any the ſmalleſt 
d. He entices them to ne- 
2 to commuhicate to thoſe inſtructed by 
them, what they are under the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligation, by virtue of their office, to acquaint 
them with, by which ſnare he involves the 
teacher fn the groſſeſt unfaithfulneſs, and ſig - 
nally = prawn che on taught; to exereiſe 
— they are addicted to an - 
- Se 6 with which d. deſign he 'blows them 


me = flame, hurries them oif their guard at 


every 
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every RT 1 Ss. treat. thoſe under ** 8 
care in the moſt tyrannical, unmerciful, and 
eruel manner, ſo that they fall into the utmoſt 
terror and diſorder immediately on ro | 
ing before.them, and thus are utterly unfit for 
giving. a proper account of dem, which 
4 a new ſevere whi ping. Satan thus 
— them executioners of. the innocent; pa- 
rents are in danger of being bereaved, if not 
aan bereaved, of their children; the 
drightet wits, which ſhould have . ſhone with 
diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the orbs of the church or 
commonwealth, are next to de yy <1 the | 
fineſt, moſt generous, and ſpirits, are 
quite broke, enfeebled, or 3 blockiſh; 
and they who, by proper management, ſhould 
| hare learned every the moſt difficult thing 
with the greateſt eaſe, are made incapable of 
comprehending almoſt any thing. He in- 
fluences the teacher of a mild A ed to 
run into the extreme of too great-lenity, not 
a adminiſtering correction when it is neceffary, 
and there · is à clear call to it, which is abuſed 
by thoſe under his inſpection, to the criminal 
neglect. of their proper work, by which their 
improvement of time and advancement in 
_ learning is effectually prevented; to neglect to 
maintain his authority, ern, to allow them un- 
reaſonable indulgence, fo that they run riot, 
become extravagant, and it is not in the man's 
power to check and reduce them into order, 
when he ſees the abſolute neceſſity of it, and 
attemp it by all the means he can deviſe; 10 


neglect to inſpect their morals, when and how _ 


far it is competent to. him, and practicable, 
pon 2 which * not immediately under in- 
. 0 6 * 8 


#4 % 8 
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ſpection of parents, or other friends and guar- 
dians, or perhaps at a diſtance from them, 
are hurried firſt into follies, and then groſſer 
vices, through the inſtigation and example of 
companions, and the infection of wicked fla- 
gitious perſons, with whom they are conver- 
ſant. He tempts teachers to infect the minds 
of youth by wrong and unguarded repreſen- 
tations of things, which ſhould not be figured 
at all, or at leaſt in that manner, that ſo a 
deep bad tincture may remain upon the ima- 
gination, and by degrees vitiate the mind; to 
allow them with impunity to injure each other 
in various reſpects, which the foe of the hu- 
man kind ſometimes ſo improves, as to cauſe 
it iſſue · in effects that are laſting, as well as 
diſmal; to explain to them ſmutty obſcene 
paſſages in authors, eſpecially Latin and 
Greek poets, which ought to be paſſed over, 
the pernicious influence of which upon their 
morals is repreſented with great juſtneſs, ſpi- 
rit, and faithfulneſs, in a late pamphlet, in- 
titled, Thoughts on education, publiſhed by the 
unknown author of the maſterly, ſeaſonable, 

and excellent performance, printed during 
the late rebelliong- termed, Britain's Remem- 
 braneer ; or, The danger not over ; to neglect 
to inſtill into Chem right principles, eſpecially 
of a religions kind, as occaſion preſents, 
which would be of vaſt uſe for rightly form- 
ing their minds, and to the performance of 
which inſtructors of youth certainly ſtand 
bound. This has been practiſed with great 
bonour to the performer, and no leſs advan- 

tage, it may be preſumed, to the inſtructed, 

when ſo far advanced in years, as moſt * 

: 2 5 : — 6 * 0 
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4 W upon common principles would be 
apt to reckon it needleſs, perhaps imperti- 
nent. Names juſtly great in the learned 
world might here be mentioned, were it need - 
ful; and one day will declare, its being a 
thing now ſo very uncommon, flows, as to its 
riſe, from the agency of hell; though that is 
by no means an excuſe to men for their ne- 
glect, as will perhaps be illuſtrated in a pro- 
1 place. This unſeen agent determines the 
teacher to purſue a wrong method of teach - 
ing, by ſetting it in ſuch à light as makes him 
believe it is of all others the molt proper, or 
by working upon his floth, and thus cauſing 
him go on in his wrong beaten track, through 
pure averſion to make due examination, Whe- 
tber or not he is in the right. And bence, 
upon the whole, the teacher may be a very 
intelligent perſon, but a bad inſtructor; may 
have a vaſt ſtore of fine ideas in the ſcience 
he teaches, but does or can communicate ve- 
ry few of them to thoſe he is bound to make 
' acquainted with them. He. prompts to in- 
fluence. and engage the youth who are his 
care, to deſpiſe and deride ſerious perſons, 
and vital codlingh, by crafty, fly infinuations, 
and turns of low wit, with which he fur- 
niſhes him for the purpoſe in great abund- 
ance and variety. He leads them to act ſo 
unreaſonably, not 1 in the reſpects that 
have been mentioned, but others, as tends to 
produce in young minds an utter averſion at 
ſearning, by which they are diſpoſed to leave 
it, and betake themſelves to ſome other courſe 
and e l to the grief and loſs of pa- 
rents, or gthey relations, and to the great de- 
0 r 4 e triment = | 
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_ triment of the church or commonwealth ; to 


practiſe partiality to thoſe under their inſpec- 
tion who are in a higher condition, or to 
whoſe relations they ſtand under obligation 


in any reſpect ; the effect of which is, while 


they are attended, others are neglected, and the 


enemy gains a point to him of the laſt conſe- 
quence, the ruining, in whole or in part, the 
education of thoſe of inferior degree; to reſt 
ſatisfied with the meaſare of knowledge and 
ſkill with which they are furniſlied for the 
duties of their ſtation, how ſmall ſoever, with- 
out concern or proper endeavours to make 
the improvements in that kind which might 
be arrived at, and would afford them great 
1 of comfort in their own ſpirits, might 
advance their outward intereſt, and 55 2 
them ſignal bleflings to ſociety; to demand 
exorbitant fees from a'.covetous humour he 
Has produced” or cheriſhed in them, whence 
the ſphere of their uſefulneſs is greatly con- 
rracted, they fall under heavy and juſt impu- 
tations, and have cauſe of uneaſineſs in their 
minds, which probably will break out one 


rime or other; to neglect to attend with due 


care and conſtancy thoſe. they have the over- 
ſight of, and to commit the inſtruction and 
management of them in the mean time to their 


fellows, which is attended with many of the 


hurtful conſequences that have been repre- 


fented, and is the groſſeſt injuſtice to all of 


chem. To accompliſh this pernicious end, che 


conſummate defiruftive politician gives the 


him an humour of company-keeping, 
2 Au Hliffrrent attendants, by WI . , : 0 . 1 4 
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teacher a, turn for diverſions, produces in 
Vith 
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fly: led into-the ſnare, and effe&tually kept BY 
from eſcaping out of it; to imprudencies in 
neglecting to ſtudy, ſo as to render himſelf 
acquainted with, the different tempers, diſpoſi- 
tions, and humours, of the youth he is in - 
truſted to form; ſo that much of his labour 
with them is loſt, becauſe he knows not how 
to ſtrike them on the right vein; or he miſ-" 
takes entirely the caſt of their minds, takes 
gentle, eaſy, methods with the fro- 
ward and ſtubborn, and thence be cannot pre- 
vail with them to mind their buſineſs, ſo as to 
profit; or, on the other hand, deals roughly 
and harſhly with thoſe of mild ſweet A0 fi- 
tions, and by ſuch means breaks their ſpirits, . 
dulls and ſtupifies them, and renders them 
next to uſeleſs, while, hid#he dealt with them 


gently, they ſhould have acted ſo as to give 5 


atisfaction,, and to procure to him re- 
putation And the cruel foe artfully keeps 
him from noticing this matter, or ee to- 
it in the manner it deſerves. 
917. The far · ſighted enemy knows it is of | 
vaſt importance to the intereſt of his kingdom 
of ' darkneſs, to obſiru& the attainment of va-. 


luable knowledge, uſeful learning, and their? 
3 and advancement in the world 3. 


and therefore, to prevent it, he practiſes a va» 
riety of moſt- artful ſtratagems with fh, ,,. 
der inſtruction. He raiſes and fortifies their: 


ſpirits, that they may, through his inſtigationg 


abſolutely: refuſe! to yield ſubmiſſion to theing 


teachers and inſtructors; which point once 
gained, he too well knows there is little reaſom 
to expect they ſhall drink in literature, o 
BN er He tempts them to 
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8 neglect their work, mithou performance. of 
-which the end propoſ- ed cannot be reached, or 
tos go through it in fo carcleſs and ſuperficial a 
manner as can turn to no good account, and is 
next to neglecting it altogether; to animoſities 
uud contentions among themſelves, which he 
artfully endeavours to work up ſo far, as there - 
by to divert them from their proper buſineſs, 
and to engage them in quarrels and blows, by 
which frequentiy they hurt, and even maim 
one another in ſuch manner, that they are un- 
ſitted for plying a hauful calling, and the me- 
— Iancholy effects of it accompany. them to the 

Sees to impoſe upon their teacher by artful 
nethods, and to Gab him believe they have 
made themſelves maſters: of their raſk, while 
they do not at all underſtand it, or retain it, 
but have been negligent, and have trifled a- 
way their time; to abſent themſelves from the 
reacher, and what they ſhould be employed in, 
chat they may attend youthful follies and va- 
nities; to lie, in frami want þ falſe pretended. ex- 
_ eaſes, for ſcreening ——— themſelves 
from chaſtiſement A due cenſure; to defirc 
and deal with parents, other friends, or guar- 
dans, to remove them from under the charge 
af a faithful ſufficĩent teacher, by whoſe en- 
deavours they ſenſibly profit, and. that becauſe 
- he keeps a watchful eye over them, curbs and 
4 reſtrains them in a proper manner, or becauſe 
- their companiians taunt and mock them, who 
are influenced; fo. to · act by the grand adver- 
"Wap chat the perſon who. now: goes: on; with 
- ſucceſs may. eee, education under 
* wothet teacher, whom the tempter points out 
Op EO Ie ws”: rg perhaps uſes one 
el. 


g 


; 
} 


ruin their conſtitutions 


— a 


tans aa; Ae nin 
py they are by ſo being, and to perſuade h 
1 attempt to be in the ſame fituarion'; to be 
proud and elevated on account of fucceſs- in 
attainment of learning, by which the ſly ad - 
F blaſt. 
Law ons appearances of their becoming emi-- 
nently learned, or awfully to chaſtiſe them in- 
ſome other way, for pride is the evil he will. 


bear in none, without teſtifying his righteous: = 


diſpleaſure for it one time or other, in one or 
another reſpect; to contract a deep and rooted. 


averſion at learning, and to indulge it fo, that | 


it ſlill increaſes, and the perſon reckons the: ©, 
meaneſt, woſt ſervile, moſt laborious: « 1 
ment, vaſtly to be preferred to proſecution” a 
ſtudies, in order to | bis being fitted for ſerving. 
his generation in any of the learned profeſſions, 
that ſo the young perſon may flight and neglect 


his then, proper work, and loſe that precious | 


time which, once paſt, it is impoſſible to recal. 
As he tempts ſome to underdo, and neglect to- 
give that application, eee attention, 
E ſolutely neceſſary in order to their 
attaining ſuitable acquaintance with, and diſtia&t- - 
eomprehenſive knowledge of, what they learn, 
ke inſtigates others to overdo, to- waſte and 
by almoſt conſtant and 
too hard ſtudy, by which their intellectual en- 
 dowments are greatly: blunted, health: is bro- 
ken, or their life is brough to. a period; and 
this he plays off eſp ally in ana, 
and againſt them, who are piouſſy 8 
and have fine parts, eſpecially if their cc JOE 
tutions are weak and ſlender, becauſe he decade 
; n _ one day AM ne" his - BY 
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k and he hopes in this way he ſoon ſhall Gnifh- 
them. altogether,” in which he is lamentably 


| ſucceſsful in too many inſtances. If the ſtra- 
em now mentioned does not ſucceed, ow 


IL influence ſuch -perſons to put things out 


* their due place, to ſpend almoſt their whole 


time, and vaſt labour, upon what is of no im- 


portance or ſi gaificancy; at leaſt comparatively 
conſidered, while what is of the greateſt mo- 


ment, and abſolute neceſſity, i in order to their 
acting ſuitably in the ſphere in which Provi- 
dence has placed them, or ſhall hereafter fix 


them, is thereby either altogether neglected, or 
at leaſt not attended to in due manner; and this 
temptation he plies on numbers of perſons 
with the greateſt affiduity, becauſe he too well 
knows it does vaſt execution in the learned 
world, among perſons who profeſs to be fuch, 
or are in providence called. to be employed in 
what is ſuited to render them learned. He 


leads them to have no ſenſe or impreffion of 


the value and importance of the preſent ſeas 
fon, and the work they are to be engaged in 

now, through their whole life, and the in- 
- fluence their acting ſuitably in it, or otherwiſe, 
will have upon their comfortable or dif- 
treſſed, if not talpmitous, in all after ſcenes 
of life, their being uſeful in ſociety, or bur- 
dens to themſelves and others. Whenee it is, 
when the precious opportunity is for ever loſt, 
they are miſerably galled. Satan; before a 


tempter to act as they did, becomes their tor- 


| mentor, and they hideouſly lament the loſs 
and miſimprovement of time and advantages 
never to be recalled; a lively emblem of the 
5 ee 8 
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duese them to delight in one and % 
exceed in them, which inſenſibly leads the 
heart away from one's proper work, and makes 
him in end altogether to negle@ it; to fail to 
hy a proper foundation in learning, that 
wanting this, their after efforts for improve- 
ments and advancement in literature may be 
rendered altogether fruitleſs ; to diſregard, and 
neglect to attain, proper acquaintance with - 
the elements of ſciences, which he knows will 
. of A remind. loſs to ro not to be repaired 
but with great difficulty, if at all practicable 
to aſpire der and attempt what is n 


improper and unſeaſonable, by which they are 


diverted from their preſent work, and time is 
loſt j to uſe 3 bg aſſiſtances altogether 
mexpedient, by which hey. are led to reſt in 4 
general boper gel view of things, if they at- 
= fo much, without juſtly underſtanding . 
them ; to fail to aſk the — 2 
on their endeavours, that he m a e hbdy 
through ſuch their contenipt of 
God to deny his countenance and 
. concurrence, without Which t never ſhalt. . 
become eminent for {kill in any bramch- --$ 
learning, whatever are their natural part 
' how promiſing ſoever their advantages and a 
fiſtances for its attainment; to fix — 5 
tion upon What in their instructions js ſuited 
to cheriſh their natural vanity, to raiſe their 
irits above their lot, to vitiate their — 
to deprave their morals; and to e | 


forget, and be utterly averſe to recollect, — | 


in what is 


tends to 33 their knowiellge 


truly worth 2 their obſervation; and to bet- # 


ter eit | — or Ee eo of 
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merey prevents not, by giving 
N 2 happy turn and ſets. to reſt @ fariefied with the 
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tion, by which Satan propoſes to wound and 
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they 1 labour under; to tell fdiuous Gories, 
the reverics of their brain, to one another, 
for amuſement and diverſion, by which' the 
father of lies, the murderer of louis, inſenſibly 


teads them into a practice of „Which in 
end becomes a ſettled habit that Aches the 
mind, and keeps out the love of the truth and 
the practice of it in every reſpect ; to gift a- 
way, or to ſell their-books or inſtruments, ad- 
apted to the ends of their being taught, by 
which he involves them in the guilt of un- 

fulneſs to iheir parents, and makes Way 

r cheir pructiſing it in dealing with others, if 
their minds a 


teaching of men, and not to. ſte, the need of 
- the inſtzuction that casſeth not to err, not to 
8 en wachen of the 
-4 18. This fo long prafticioner im the art of 
* has devices ever ready, ſuited. to all 
E Perſons, and he tempis perſons bound 


- by cnt/angainity, reledons. near or mare re- 


t the duties in one kind or au- 
t in conſequence of the rela- 


diſcourage 10! 1 wat get in ſuch way, to ſhock 


thoſe who obſerve ity and fill them with pre- 
judices againſt the perſon who ſo acts, attend- 
i 1 conſequences. He pro- 


_ - quces jars aud ane es, artfully preſents oc - 
cCaſions for them and by ſuch means renders 


interviews which thould. be friendly, and evi- 
dence, ezerciſe and cultivate mutual love, 
the oceaſjons and ſeaſons of quaerelling, bitter 
. and * — by which heart- 


4 4 1 burning, 
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urnings,” anger, reſentments, n ee 
of the Leih, are vented and promoted, till 
perhaps they arrive at downright hatred; and 
thus relations, who ſhould be comforts and 
mutual helps, become diſmal ſnares and plagues 
to each other. He inſtigates to oppoſe ſchemes 
in matters of marriage, and of other kinds 
calculated for the happineſs of relations, from 
ſelſiſh principles and conſiderations, by which 
they are evident deſigned to be injured, ſo 
that mutual confidence is deſtroyed, a: foun- 
dation is laid for laſting / quarrels betwixt the 
parties, from which Satan expects plentiful 
_ earnings, and well he perceives how to reap 
them to;defire'the death of friends, and rela- 
tions, that one may poſſeſs their money, ſuc 
ceed to their eſtate when the next heir, or 
there is expectation the one or the other ſhall 
devolve to them by teſtament or otherwiſe, by 
which unnatural diſpoſition entertained, "Satan . 
waſtes and eradicates principles of humanity in 
a perſon, and cauſes Mi him draw down on his 
head the Lord's vengeance, and makes other 
diſmal conſequences to reſult from it; to take 
occaſion from intereſt in a perſon in that 
kind, to aſſume an unbecoming ſuperiority o- 
ver him, and preſcribe rules to him in the mas 
nagement of his affairs, which deprives A 
of What intereſt he had in the man's affection, 80 wr 
and provides for a great deal of uncaſineſs alt 
vexation, which he fhould have avoided, had 
he not followed the dictates of this tempta- 
tion z to betray each others ſecrets in various 
kinds, which the relation they ſtand in, and 
familiarity. conſequent upon it; afford them 
cls to be acquainted wie: Which is fre. 
T 3 n 5 
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ene Teparable have: to che party inju- 
red, and renders near relations bitter enemies, 
dy which on both ſides they are expoſed to va- 
rlous temptations, eaſily prevalent, and moſt 
pernicious z to want, or nat to exerciſe, che 
due affection the relation ſu poſes or calls for, 
whereby the perſon contr a grievous; guilt, 
2 Tim, iii. 3, deprives bimſelf of the returns 
of affettion, and its fruits, he ſhould have re- 
ceived from the other party, lays a ſnare be- 
| fore him, and preſents a diſmal ſtumbling- 
block in the way df others, if he is a profeſſor 
. of the name of Chriſt; to eſtrangement and 
ſtanding at a diſtance from relations, by whic 
their ſpirits, are * and que Fate. 
are greatly increaſed, if 
tion, Pſal. Exxviii. 18. 2 i Fendi is lof is loſt, 
their reſentment i is apt to be incurred, and ſin 
thus occaſioned in them, if their clrcumdan- 
. 2 are proſperous; to oſſiciouſneſs, an im- 
g ident, impertinent, interfering in ſuch af- 
irs.of theirs, as the perſon.can have no right 
in any reſpect to intermeddle with, by which 
ſiratagem, the enemy of , mankind ſeparates che 
deareſt as well as the neareſt relations, to ex- 
pect more from each other than is reaſonably 
to be looked for in way of attendance, ſexxices 
of different c. and to. be irritated and 
3 filled with r lentment, Kc. hen expectations 
in that kind are not anſwered, vhich proves a 
diſmal ſnare to the injured party, as it tends 10 
; exaſperate his ſpixit 3 to .unwarrantable combi 
nations, by which they ſet themſelves up in 
oppoſition. to others, as occaſion preſents, and 
they apprehend it for their intęreſt, and pre- 


| Juſtice, ure, ar run them down, __ 
1 "A | ey 
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are not capable to oppoſe effeQually' the 
a iendly aſſociation; to partiality in admi- 
| — of juſtice,” when the cauſe: of their 
3 comes to be tried before them, or they | 
re how, though ever ſo remotely, con- 
cerned in the determination of it, by which 
hell effectually undermines any principle 85 
ſtice that has place in the perfon's mind; to 
— ſe upon others in different reſpects in fa- 
vour ere” each other, by which Satan cheriſhes 
inſincerity in ſpirit, which he hopes one day 
to make terminate in ſomewhat groſſer in con- 
duct; to partiality in favour of friends and re« 
lations, ſo that the eyes of their minds are 
ſhut againſt their eſcapes, faults, and even 
groſs miſcarriages, ' and they not only exte- 
nuate, but juſtify, what cannot be excuſed up- 
on any right principles; à temptation whith 7 
gets too deep footing in the minds of 
men, as is evident from the multiplied exam- 
ples of it in different ages of the church, cho“ 
it muſt be preſumed they do not apprehend 
things as they really are, elſe "they dared not 
ſo to act; to be ſo far prejudiced for relations 
as to change their ſentiments of chings, and 
their apprehenſions in matters of weight, alle 
narly on account of the ſituation in which a 
relation is, the connections he has, the part 
he acts, the oppoſition he has to encounter, 
che di®culties he has to ſtruggle with, perhaps 
has brought upon himſelf by his imprudent 
conduct, ſo that they rigidly cenfure and con- 
demn what very lately they juſtified and ap- 
proved. As it cannot be denied, that this E 
practice is given into by perſons commonty 
reckoned — this 8 two things? 
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how lamentably weak human nature is in its 
very, beſt ſtate in this world, II. xl. 6. ; Pſal, 
XXXIX. f. 1 1. 3 and what a diſmal aſcendane 
temptation may, and does obtain over the 
. 2 gs, than, to N 


bm RIS offspring. And his ſuc- 
cCeſa by. this device is indeed lamentable : What 

ſhoals of graceleſs relatigns do wes | ant pre- 
<ipitate: one another into the pit, and by their 
company and converſation wear 8 off 
the ſpirits of Chriſtians, wofully weaken their 


| graces, {pail the luſtre of their profeſſion, if 
3 4hcy«do not alſo them in practices that 


engage 

do not become the gaſpel of Chriſt ? He 
tempts to ver · reach and wrong one another 
in the matter of common intereſt, proportion 
of goods to be divided among them, or inhe- 
xitance,-as. Jacob made Eſau ſell him his birth- 
.. Wee ©, Gen, xxv. 29.—34- 
—— oo 3 $ 

pon in 4 wa | 
won ke in ſo ſnatching ie to himſelf: to 54 
concileablencſs, to ſtand at a diſtance when a- 
ny. breach has happened among them, and to 
 refaſe i Pg vs the perten who has any how 
22 or ere N as Satan is aware, 
: urtful to ſociety, pernicious to the 
intereſts of religion, this practice ia, when 
found, among + followers of Chriſt, 
dn d therefore-to bis utmoſt maintains and pro- 
5 motes (Its. — — eee —_ 
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in fuch terms, Prov. xviii. 19. He infſtigates 
relations to vindicate one another with 'fucts 
keenneſs and eagerneſs as betrays them into 
grievous imprudencies, renders the defence by 
no means ſuitable or juſt, and expokes the per- 
ſon himſelf to great inconveniencies; to avenge 
the quarrel of a relation with rigidity and 
eruelty, of which there is a notable inſtance 
in the conduct of Jacob's rwo ſors, Simeon 
and Levi, Gen. xxxiv. 25. Often he ſo in- 
flames mens fpirits, when engaged in this 
courſe, that he eaſily precipitates them into a 
_ eapital .cyime. Ile prompes to negle@ chat 
concern and prayer for each others cotiverfiorr 
and edification, or eternal 'falvation; which 
the relation, as well as other cotifiderations; 
indiſpenſably binds them to, and to flight the 
— — gives by being in their 
company, to ſpeak for awakening them, con. 


vhs the Ted J., amd de ee of he, 
58 of in 

one who is a believer.” To- render this _— 
tation effectual, upon which Satan lays vaſt 
ſtreſs, he works on the perſoir's ſhame, repre- 
fents it as mott indecent de introduce religious 
eee or to enter upon 
u at all with t preſents bad 2 
e which rene will infallibly en- 
fue, if de adventures to do what Bis- 
duty toward his relation; and tells him, he 
will be ade tp the laſt deze, If he ad ig this | 
— by fe r 5 
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moting che good of each others ſouls, while 
he renders them ſnares to one another in the 


ways that have been mentioned, and mare o- 
| ther chat might be named. Its 
5 19. That proud malicious ſpirit, who al- 
ways envies the proſperity of mankind, and 
is therefore the conſtant enemy of their har- 
mony and friendſhip, tempts perſons to con- 
tract friendſbips 1 55 wrong principles; not 
from motives the Lord allows, becauſe he is 
ſenſible, as that bond wants the divine appro- 
bation and bleſſing, it will not be advantageous, 
at leaſt is not to be expected to be ſuch, what - 
eee 8 NL nm Char pleaſed to | 
| pportunities, by 
| of it, to involve them in different 
— 2 hs away friendſhip that is va- 
laable, and ſhonld:be moſt aſefiil, were it be- 
owed on proper objects, upon perſons of no 
merit; in order to which, he produces in the 
mind good liking of the perſons, and fondneſs 
for — which ariſes on beer. not how, 
and grows in à manner that riſes, though 
it cannot be accounted for, ax, which, bs 
ſecret and powertul. influence, carries out to 


lie in the ſtricteſt intimacy of friendſhip, 
where no ſuitable return be received, but 


real, perhaps grieyous hurt, ſuſtained one time 
or other; to give the room in the heart to 
friends which belongs to the Lord alone, by 
which idolatrops alienation-the Lord is provo- 
ked to blaſt ſuch friendſhip, and render it a 
_ euide in place of a bleſſing; to give the place 

ones affection, ſociety, diſplays and 75 
fefts of his favour, to a e 12 


1 have a * by whichscor u& 
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they ure injured, the divine law violated foun-- 
dation laid for à breach betwixt them, who 
are ſo- cloſely connected by the tie of conſan-- 
guinity, and the effects of fuch disjunction and 
alienation are very ready to extend to other 
relations; to fix on 1 for friends per- 
fectly void of the ieations requiſite in 
one, and who have the bad diſpoſitions which 
mould make others keep at diſtance from them, 


for which purpoſe the fly adverſary makes to 


forget the firſt, and to Overlook the laſt, and 
when the friendſhip- is made np; uſes theſe: 
proper inſtruments to lead the perſom into diſ⸗ 
mal 


ſnares, to open to che friend what ſhould 
only be told the Lord, by which it is put in 
the perſon's power egregioully to injure” him, 
and Satan will puth him to utter it with deſign, 
and if he wilt nor be brought to that, tries 
make him bring it out om ſome: oecaſion 
without adverting, in which when he has ſuc 
ceeded, the perſon who impradently; opened: . 
bis mind: is greatly hurt, and he who pro- 
paled it is deeply wounded. for having. been 
the occaſion. of his trouble, "while the unſcer 
adverſary, and cauſe of all, triumphs over 
both; to abuſe ftiendfhip/to-#-vatiety of fi- 
ſtrous ſes, which Satan ſuggeſts to- the 
perſon, wag dire&s him how to bring them to- 
bear, by making ſuch particular ufes- of the! 
intereſt * has in bis friend; to. ſpend : and 
ſquander away that time in euch other oom 
pany: which ſhould be otherwiſe employed in 
the Lord's imwnediate fer wee, in the Puget 
of one's calliag, in acts of charity, ar in fore? 
other duty then incumbent; co be inſtramegts- 
of 'poifoning one another's principles, influet-* 
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their friend to embrace errors, to profeſs 

5 maintain heterodox notions, or to be ac- 
tive for vitiating one another's minds, impreſſ- 
ing upon them impure, ideas, with which de- 
gn he does all in his power to unite as friends 
A ——— of a virtuous diſpoſition with one 


whoſe mind is cor rupted, and when this is ac- 


compliſhed, uſes the — 5 — perſon as a pro- 
Fer engine to tincture the other with vice; to 
deprave one another's. morals, which. that he 
may effect, he influences him over whom he 
has the greateſt aſcendant, to make a mock at 
fin, to recommend it as a harmleſs indulgence, 


and to practiſe it, by which he inſenſibly leads 


the other on to conformity with him in appro- 
bation and practice of what is evil, ſo that per- 


Raps Satan renders. him in a little while, by 


Ae meana, more bold and daring in ſin than 
the other, and more impudent in defending. 
and excuſing it; to lead one another out of 
the Lord's way, for which purpoſe he will in- 
fluence a perſon to argue for the lawfulneſs of 
what his d is in heſitation about, to ob- 
vate ſcru es which ariſc in his mind, to fi- 
gure a r 
ſed without incanve y,. to ga along with. 


Him into the the caſe does admit 
it, to repr ey gots Xe cal and dan- 


ger with th which his ne N ſo to act will be 
attended 3 and thus his friend is enticed. to 
ſtray e e . the only 2 


age in illyudged deſtructive. 
33 ra ige for © Cre friend, by which, Satan 


poſes, and too oft accompliſhes, the ruin of 
N. e intereſt, and family, in an, 
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ton, he produces a falſe pity in the mind for 
the perſon whoſe circumſtances are 'embar* 
rafſed, artfully cauſes him overlook the dan- 
ger he is ruſhing into, and furniſhes him with 

lauſible expedients, by which he apprehends 
1 will ſecure himſelf whatever ſhall happen. 
This temptation, with its diſmal conſequences; 
is repreſented in the moſt lively and ftrong- 
eſt manner by Solomon, Prov. vi. 1. & c. xi. 15. 
Xvi. 18. XX. 16. Xxvii. 13. notwithſtanding 

which, and daily inſtructive experience, people 
never become wiſer, but the enemy of mens 
eſtates, as well as of their perſons, from time 
to time precipitates multitudes into the ſnare, 
and by it involves them in miſery. He tempts 
friends to miſapprehend and miſtake each o- 
ther's conduct, to take every thing by the 
worſt handle, to put a bad conſtruction on 
what will by no means bear it, and is inno- 
cently and well intended; upon which, once 
admitted, he will not fait to graft jealouſies, 
unjuſt and unfavourable ſuſpicions, © animoſi - 
ties, heart-burnings, reſentments, and in the 
iſſue a wide, perhaps an irreparable breach, 
betwixt the moſt intimate friends, without an 
real ground or foundation; to break off friend- 
ſhip the moſt uſeful and valuable, for ſlender 
and trivial reaſons, which he endeavours to per- 
perſuade the perſon are of weight. When alie= 
nation is commenced, he labours to render it 


perpetual, and. promotes coldneſs. I the one 
party ſees his miſtake, and is deſirous to have 


all he can to render the other perſon utterlx 


end, and te throw: other impediments: in the 


00 ſtrain a point in that caſe will be more ex- 


5 which the perſon, againſt his inclinatien, 


IS 


v6 r Kd. v. 


ein that ie inay never a ſubſiſt. He 
tempta e over value 88 
and their and fſkilt to reeeive the 
fweets of in, and to make proper returns, by 
which means the artful foe converts one of 
the greateſt comforts. of life into ſwift poi- 
fon to the ſoul ; to put too high eſtima- 
tion upon it, and hence to pu it at 
> pops of their caſe, their „„ 
veſt, their honeur and even their conſeience; 
0 rate too highly the favours they confer, 
which obſerved, leſſens them in the view of 
the intelligent, and diſpoſes fuch, connection 
with whom might. have been highly advan- 
mgeous,. not to defire, or to throw u their 
friendſhip; to act contrary to duty to a 
_ friend, for which end he perſuades them, that 


cuſeable chan in any other, and ſo prevails 
with Neunte venture jon fry to act without 

ation and proper eaution, when deal- 
ing wich a friend, through which he is led in- 
d what is inexpedient, .and what, in the 
ſtrange uncertainties and viciſſitudes of human 

Affairs, may bring him under the greateſt _ 
CONVENIcncits, une and hardſhips; to 
neglect to ere wealaneſſes that — 4 a- 
bout ee and to make 1 r allow- 
ances for them, and to guard agai bee 
upon them in acting toward him, but, on the 

. eontrary, to rub upon him by noticing them, 
animadverting upon them in a manner Which 
De n is with no friendly deſig gn, by 


even 2 his 9 is ifrirated 


a % 
Neighbours, 224 5 5 : 
Ws : 


ner blows up at once that. friendihip which 
was founded upon not only the moſt ratio 
nal, but religious grounds; to deſire and to 
court that friendihip of the world which is 


with God, Fam. iv. 4. 3 to carry friend: 
lich reaſom and ſcrip- 


enmity 
ſhip beyond the limits whic 
ture have fixed; to throw buckets upon the 


zeal of a friend, by artful inſinuations, that 


there is danger of being righteous overmuch, 
ſuitable- prudence and caution are to be cxer- 
ciſed, one may pleaſe. the Lord though he car- 
ry not things ſo far, ſuch or ſuch valuable 
2323 — 8 1 e matte 
and ſo ought they, pretences 
alto br ebe ropes oo. A 5 
tiſe the wiſdom of this re 

ing wiſe as ſer nes, © N 
as ** Lord Jeſus 
to uſe friendihip, not for the purpoſes for 
dere pe 5 appointed ity and does bleſs 


4 20. That roating lion, ; who walketh about | 
ſeeking whom he may deyour, 1 Pet. v. 8. 
7e od neighbours to pry into the affairs of 
ofe who live contiguous, with a curioſity 2 

8 ſinful, an eagerneſs which is criminal, 


that with bad deſign, to improve diſcoveries, ; | 
to their difadvantage z to be buſy-bodies, 80. 


ing from houſe to houſe, and carrying re 


ports from one family to another, of the one 


to the other, and of them to the firſt; by 
which chief friends are ſepurated, Prov. XVI. 
28. 1 Tim. v. 13. breaches betwixe 
families, and in places, are produced, widen- 
ed, and kept from being made! up where they 


9 5 
3 Matth. . 16. ; nl 


t perſons, 


do Qually ſubliſt, Some af t ee 5 


ä— TT — — — — 


T 


Wen on whoſe talkative humour and 
Aiviting - it Satan works for this-purpoſe. 
Others diſcover ſuch depth of malice and ſub- 
tility, that one would almoſt imagine them in 

ial compatt and covenant with him, Deur. 


viii. 11. and perſons whom he commiſſions to 


practiſe this curſed trade in as conſtant a way 


as they can, and to whom he gives ſpecial and 


icular inſtructions how to manage in dif- 
Ferent circumſtances as they ſhall caſt up. 
Theſe, if their ſituation will allow it, do not 
confine their malignant influence in this kind 
to one place, a few families, or a ſingle town, 
| but render a great deal more extenſide. The 
better to conceal chemſelves, they are ordina- 
ri —— to religion, and ſingular 
; but by their works of con · 
Rant 9 people's. characters, and ab 
ways {peaking ill of one perſon and family or 
another, with a tongue evidently dipped in 
gall of hell, they may be known at ſeaſt not 
to be what they pretend, nay, they may be ap- 
| . prehended, to be, What they. are, the 
| worſt of men. If one of his ſervants is blind 
or lame, or of fuck gacuparion. as. gives occe- 
ion to move from do place, and to enter 
into many families, Satan often 
this part 35 hig infernal work to 
her. It is. probable, ſome will think, all this 
is in the clouds, and entirely without book; 
but one day will declare they dre therein miſ- 
taken. re e. it a thing poſſible; 
and if ſo, they muſt acknowledge, it is not to 


elſe that wen! mote his malicious deſigus; 


e out 
; Or to 


be preſumed he will neglect this or any thing 


and chat there © people, ought. to be warped. 


N 1 
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againſt-it, as that the melancholy effects of 
which: they may one day ſeverely: feel; for 
theſe, of all ſuck perſons, are the moſt dan- 


gerous and hurtful - He tempts neiglibours to 
injure. ona another in different reſpects, for 
vhich their nearneſs affords. opportunity. He 


ſolicits perſons of à covetous diſpoſition, to 


ſteal their neighbours goods; ſuggeſts to them 


the manner in Which it may be done with 


greateſt advantage; points out the feaſon ta 


rm it with abſolute ſecrecy, and without 
danger of diſcovery ; and if natural conſcience 
is ſhocked, and recoils at the thou Hr - 
petrating the atrocious wickedneſs, ill, 


bours to pick quarrels, to commence them 
upon little or no ground; and to proſecute, 
them with the greateſt keenneſs, whence they 


live in enmity, and are a. ſnare and calamity 
to each other. When Satan has got the matter 


carried fo far, he lies at the catch, apdas in am- 
buſh, to make ſecret: 
out into a ſtill more violent flame, and to cauſe, 


the matter iſſue in open violence, having the | 


moſt diſmal conſequences, if he poſſibly can; 
and, alas, how frequently is he therein 5 


mentably ſucceſsful! He tempts to folicie ons 


another to go do the tayern, to drink 


cher, that they may not depart from that place 


of infection, when every conſideration, oncur. 
to oblige them ta depart from it, and to en, 


3 3 
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1 
he can, provide a companion for che perſon, | 
who contributes to remove his fcruples, and 
makes him eaſy in doing the fact by running 
the ſame hazard with him. He tempts neigh- 


es emertainet break 


when there, to be entanglements to Pres 0 Wo 
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186 | | DivynnaNT Ret,wrioNs. 80a. V. 
and to abound in it, till they are e s- 1 


ved to that beaſtly vice, have buried reaſon 
under the fumes. and repeated effects of li- 
quar, have wore off. ſerious impreſſions, or 


challenges of conſcience, if any had place, and 


are become an eaſy prey to Satan, to be hur- 
1 by him into other vices at pleaſure, al- 
oſt 0 that he has # Unity. rhich he 
Sade en roves, to ruin ſoul and body at 
2 and if be cannot carry the matter fo 
3 will at leaſt influence them to | va 
| upon liquor what ſhould ſupport - che 
wife and children, and at laſt the whole 
| 15 are reduced to miſery, and Satan, che 
r before, now; becomes the accuſer of 
8 ead of it, and cauſes him ſink or break 
Rebe by the view of what he has brought 
upon them and himſelf. If be falls upon a 
who 


perfo n of a crafty and litigious temper, and 
- has ſuch influence and 13 any 
how. as gives him a peculiar aſcendant and ad- 
vantage over his neighbour, he influences him 
to oppreſs, injure, and invade, the poſſeſſions 
of 3 affords. him handles for it 
as much as he can, and imprints upon his i- 
magination the manner how it may be effected. 
What he propoſes by this temptation is, to 
| cultivate an overbearing inſolent temper and 
ſpirit in the o „to bring him under a 
—— load * qv to ſink and break the 
ſpirits of the apprefſed, and to fill them with 
murmuring againſt. a holy God for his ſovc- 
reign diſpoſures in providence, in allowing the 
matter ſo to happen. He tempts to remove 
land-marks, by which the glorious ſovereign 
. and divider of * 
5 Pert 


j 
| 


Wo" 
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in i, is is highly Aae and ſingu - 
py provoked, Deut. xxvii- 17.3 cauſes them 
do it openly, who find it practicable, and o- 
chers to practiſe it ſecretly ; ſuggeſta to them 
an artful method, in which it may be done ſo 
as never to be diſcovered; or them upon 
ſuborning witneſſes to ſwear, the boundary of 
the eld or ſpot of ground. formerly and ori- 
ſtood in the manner in which.they pro- 
poſe to have it ſet now, hy which they gain 
their point, and are at the ſame time guilty: 
of crying mjuſtice, groſs robbery. He temfes 
artfully to expiſcate the ſecrets of their 
bours; and having got hold ef chem, to uſe 
or diſcover them to their hurt, in character, o- 
ſtate, or in other reſpects; to engage in un- 
lawful ſinful combinations, againit one or 
more neighbours, or others; and to bear hard 
upon them, run them don, put them to un- 
neceſſary trouble and expence';z or to take ad. 
vantage of their incapacity to oppoſe fo ee! 
of their weakneſs, peaceable diſpoſition, and 
averſion to live in contention, or of their the. 
morous temper; to deprive them of adwah- 
tages, privileges, and rights, to which they: 
have an unqueſtionable title; to reproach: 
neighbours, and acquaint themſelves as much 
as they can with their manner, diſpoſition; 
diverſions, ſociery, buſineſs, | and way of car- 
rying it on, in order 46 find matter of be. 
proaching them, and turning them into ridi- 
cule, Satan enduing them wich ſpecial: fritt 
for carrying on this deſign,: of which he ex 
pects to make very ſingular improvement for! 
advancing his pernicious . ſes 3 to un- 
n carriage, a . the 3 
; © 


182 Dirrxazxr RELATIONS. Sec. v. 


of humanity, a refuſing to maintain that neigh- 
bourly correſpondence in mutual affiſtances of 

different kinds, which the ſtate of things a- 
mong mankind renders „ and by the 
gh arcfol merhods of the 


E — to — chem el to them 
or privileges j * and cop Siren 
privi in our; to 
6 1 viſits alternately, and to 
ö and continued courſe in 
through which bufineſs is neglect- 
time loſt, eſtates in many inſtan- 
and miſerably reduced, a habit 
contracted and increaſed, a way of 


„ or of. Satan, very ſen- 
that ſuch idle viſiting has various other, 
as well as the bad conſequences mentioned, 
— — * — onl — 
ice, as not a la w- 
but CE ber even that ſociable- 
neſs, the negleft of which is wrong, as well 
iendly ; | cauſes 1 ex- 
n one, a Sage g his ons, 
in one kind or an ther, and bis duty, call for 
it, and to be only happy when en Ih ia 
making or receiving ſuch viſits. | 
to enter upon vain and finful diverſions fin 
> and to continue and to abound in 
them, which are uttcnded with all the had con- 
ſequences of gran ir viſiting juſt men- 
gy 20% bs, 9 4 


ther follies, ſnares, and vices, particularly 
cups, and that gaming at cards, dice, &c. by 
which mens paſtions are inflamed, ſcrious im- 
ns are abſolutely prevented, or entirely 
wore. off, and they are betrayed into profane 
ſwearing when loſers, are led to deal more 
deeply, and to run greater riſks when gainers 
which does not ordinarily fail to fall heveily 


upon them in the end. People too oft loſe, 


in a few days or hours, their whole eſtates, 
all that ſhould ſupport themſelves and fami- 
lies, cl 6 e occaſion for alle, Is and 


* af d 
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Satan knows," the different buſineſſsy in which 
men are engaged do expoſe thent to hit temp- 
fat ions, and give him fignal advantage over 
em, through tbrir corruptions + he there- 
\ ;fore' ſuits his temptations and ſnares to their 
.- different: emplayments. At particulars. are 
.i-moſt affeting and infiruflive, the devices he 
-. 'afes to inſnare men in and by their occupa- 
ons fball' be'a little inquired into; whether 
© they are of the three learned; profeſſions, ' phy- 
_ © fictans,: lawyers, 'divines'; are merchants of 
| whatever denomination, that is, deal in 170 
mere mnmamer of. We q » mechanic % arti * 
Ter. Aba 2 — 9 — ; differently 
7: foldenominated by various perſons : huſtand- 
men, or land. labourers: foldiers or ſailors; 
on workmen, perſins who work for hires e. 
are not baund ſervants ; with what elſe may 
fall under conſideration, as reducible to mens 
_ employmentss | _ 


9 


? paws H 


4 


9 1. QA Atan, who hath the power of death, 

Heb. ii. 14. has a variety of tempta- 
tions with which he plies phyſicians, that he 
may thereby contribute to the bringing on 
death, and may provide againſt what, in the 
nature and ordinary courſe of things, would 
cbnitribne to prevent ii. He tempts perſons 
to undertake the employment of a phyſician, 
and to aſſume the character, who are no. 
means ſuitably qualified for it in any reſpect, 
quack · doctors, and ſuch like. This gr $3678 

OS bscaule 


| Nee us 

becauſe he knows phyſicians. mays 
and too often have 4 pt ey ot of per- 
ſons, though without pv" 2 yet through miſ- 
take; and the cruel enemy of manki 
doubt, uſes various methods to prevent them 
who ſtuc phyſic attaining proper abili · 
of phyũeians por. - 


| | # * 
for prolonging life, which it is Sa- 
tan; conſtant aim to ſhorten, as much a he 


lly ON bbs his ever. N wod 
_ may 9 him into utter 


miſery, endlef s wo. tempts to 
neglect to apply to "In Lord, and to depend; 
on him for has their endeavours, 


upon 

by which, no queſtion, he is frequently 
voked to with- hold it, 
attempts, how ſuitable ſoever, are baffled, and 
prove ineffeQual; | to make ynlawful dange- 
2 iments e bodies, eſpecially 

the poor, and. perſons ho have few: 
2 friends, to tex the force of diſeaſts, and 
the power of medicines, which: experiments 
do or may prove deſtructive to liſe, ſo that, 


under pretence of curing them. ho attempts. to | 


T them to kill people; to precipitance 

conduct, a,, pronouncing concerning diſ- 
— &c. making applications, and: nue ſori- 
bing remedies, n ſuitable attention, pro- 


to underſtandi the nature, 
baron 399 and turns of the malady, the ſuit- 


3 9  ableneſs £7 


nd, no 


* 
upon which all their 


— — — 
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ablencf of the e to 1. the proper | 
_ feaſon;” the due meaſure in which it is to be 
adminiſteredʒ or to the oppoſite extreme, of 
undue caution, u A timorouſneſs leſt 
there ſhould be a miſtake, à remaining in he- 
fitation and uncertainty what to do, from 
dread of - conſequences, till ir is out of time to 
do any thing to the purpoſe, and the diſeaſe 
has got the better of the perſor's' conſtitution ; 
to neglect eo apply ſo' ſtreng a I 4 in one 
kind or another, as the malignity of the diſ- 
temper does require, or to give 101 in tcfs quan · 
tity than is ſuited ro anfwer the end; ro cruel 
and untender procedure / in the manner of 
treating mens bodies, and to occafion them 
vaſtly more pain by the nature of gt 
tions and cruger operations, than is ne- 
ceſſary, and fach as is hazardous, and may 
Dave fatal cenſequence; or to ill. judged ten- 
derneſs, à forbearing what 'feems or really is 
abſolutely neceflary for prefervation of life, 
confirmation of health, or reſtoration of it, 
leſt che patient ſhould be put to pain or tor- 
ture; a ſuffering liſe to be loſt, and that in 
_ agony, througi the not cutting off a very 
mall member, perhaps the Joint of a finger 
or toe. This falſe tenderneſs Sata can 
upon What is juſt and true, or produce it by 
acting  ugon the fibres, ſuited to be ſubles. 
vient to“ ſuch a ſenſation, or by imprefling it 


upon the ſpirit, which he can do in à very 


b 
He tempts to partiality to the great an 
br nian. and to- beſtow vaſſly more care and 
2. them than inferior mean perſons, 
e e eee | 
e 


4 


An 3 3 


8 Phyſicians. 7 8 
9 «4M of the groſſeſt nien if char 


comply with the temptation, becanſe they are 


bound to ufe all methods for the 2 
and recovery of every perſon wh e caſe the 
undertake, without exception, on any accour 


whatſoever, except the greater intenfenefs 4 
the diſeaſe of one than that of another, 6 


the more immediate and imminent danger of 
one than another patient; to neglect to mica 
the perfons under their care in fade mann 


and to viſit them at proper times, and with 
due frequency, but to determine concernin ing 


their diſcaſe, alterations in it, its preſent ft 


and crifis, &c. by information of perſons who 
are of no judgement in thefe matters, and to 


ho preſcriptions upon it, by which there 

is greateſt danger they ſhall hurt the patient 
in place of healing him, and'incur the guilt 
of inhumanity, and breach of truſt, if they 
yield to the ſuggeſtion; ' to drink to exceſs;. 


and deprive themſelves thereby of the eker? 
ciſe of reaſon, or at leaſt of calm reflection; art por 


which prevents their judging of the inalady; 


and prefcribing rhe remedy wick judpement on 
an 


Kill, and according to the xules of art, 


their profeffion, and is apt. to be attended with _ 


_ moſt 'melancholy conſequences,” as* calls for 
their advice and affiſtance very frequen ently are 
fudden, and ſo muſt alſo their practice fit 
their emphoymen 
This is not to de underſtood: as a refſectioit 


ians in general, many of whom ure 


upon 
perſons the moſt ſober, but to- point out 4 
fnare formed for them by the enemy of man- 


kind, which it cannot be denied ſometimes has 
—_ <flect.” He tempts be yp de too cog 


t be, as admitting no delay 


Enyiorients, Set. VI. 


dent the have hit upon the preciſe bature of 
a caſe, when it is not fully apprehended, or 
they are entirely wide of it, by which. they 
in danger to be led into errors in practice, 
= wal of hurtful W n to are 


henfions of danger, d al . 
— for 2 dal the eternal re * 
pronounce wely concerning, 4 diſ- 
E ph 4 miſa nded, and to g 
what it will, in co 
uh EA 7 air determination, when it . 
pears doubtful whether or not he is in the 
right, or there are ſhrewd preſumptions it is 
_ etherwiſc, imaginin I he fhoul not hold 
by what ke Te ior fad noe his 
. impeac is que- 
denied, and his buſineſs at an end; 
RR he” 


fe, in order to which Satan, 
who underſtands the anime 2 gpl 
perfection, akers the ym of one diſe 

into thoſe of in ſo exact and preciſe 
a manner, that it is no wonder the moſt at- 
pentive and diſcerning ſhould frame a wrong 


2 exorbitant 


oy en. 
510: 


I! pins conſcience, to limit m4 
if a perſon of eminent kill, "nk to 


e meaner people from the bench, of his 
pre- 


nnn 1 to undertake the ; 
cure when he is ſenſible the malady is not du- | 


ly perceived, or is not to be removed, where 
by the phyſician's $ reputation is ruined, ., ang 
the patient hurt in ſpirit or eſtate, or both 

to neglect his character, for Satan knows, if 


that is loſt, his uſefulneſs in his profeſlion, 
and thus his comfort will be very ſmall; to 


be too anxious about his reputation, by which 
the grand enemy propoſes to betray him into 
ile and inconveniencies in the manner in 
which he vies with his brethren, if he is not 
very much npon his guard; to ſcepticiſm, 
through acquaintance with the ſecrets of na- 
ture, a bein ng aceuſtomed to reſolve things in- 
to their fi agrart true principles, and to ac⸗ 
count for ce by matter and mo- 
tion, which droves 2 ſtrong temptation. to call 
all religion into queſtion, and to believe no- 
thing in that kind, or at leaſt to believe no- 
thing of it which. they cannot by reaſon ac- 
count for, comprehend, and demonſtrate ; to 
depend and tely” upon rules framed and fixed 
in the theory of their art, without 
Pons allowance for practice, uſing it io 
itable manner in their concluſions and. de; 


terminations, and laying due ſtreſs upon their 
own experience, or that of others; to act un- 


duly, from emulation, in introducing new 
medicines, 'methods of practice, &c. affirmin 1 

more concerning them than they are conſcio 

of, and venturing too far in application a 


practice of them, to engage them in which- 


courſe Satan preſents vaſt advantages whic 
1 ends will acerue to them from it; t 
cribe needleſs, ir nat noxious h 
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for his own. 1 or that of the apothe- 
3 and if he is ve ſuch low ſordid aims 
an motives in acting, the tempter, never at 
a loſs for ee will bsh. there is ne · 
ceffity to do this, to conform to cuſtom, and 
to fave appearances, and will uſe other topics 
with great art to gain his point. 

[Here the author intended to have inſerted 
remarks on temptations ſuited to ſurgeons and 
apothecaries ; but they cannot be found. 

{ 2. Satan, an accompliſhed politician, has 
abundance of infernal engines to play off a- 

lawyers ; and he tempts teachers of law, 
may be preſt *. W eaſe, and to 
neglect to ſearch ſome points to the bottom. 
he inveſti tion of which i attended with ſpe · 
cial diffi z to conceal from ſtudents ſome 
— n they are bound to 

and which to know would be of vaſt 
3 This he endeavours to 


uence them to, for diflerent reaſons, none 
f which can be juſtified ar reconciled with e- 
Going, He inſtigates them to vent favourite 
poſitions or ſchemes in law, whether conſiſtent 
with the law of nature and the laws of the 
land or not, and for that end work upon ſelf- 
love, natural vanity, and pride; tells them, it 
unworth m as men to conceal their 
vich NA Mas 175 q 6 ee 
a me of x em, by wi 
will be preſerved from any inconvenience on 
| account. He tempts to teach what is con- 
Ency.00 the mage] lay, ſuch as the lawfulneſs 
lies in ſeveral caſes, or diſagreeable 
to the tom of p i 
to teach, and f them with ſtore 
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buuüble and ſubtle ments to ſupport poſi- 
tions they have vented in ſuch kind. If 5 
ſons diſaffected to the then eſtabliſhed civil 
government, he will, if he can, influence them 
to teach, and thus to diſſeminate ſeditious prin · 
ciples; and ſets before them an artful me- 
thod to do it, ſo 80 not to be n 
law. He tempts to inwrap the principles 
the ſcience in terms and abſtruſc defini- 
tions in his prelections, that they may be in- 
troduced into the body of the laws, or retain- 
ed in them in writing or practice, and the laws 
by which every man's intereſt and 
are determined, may be rendered or kept my= 
ſterious, not levelled to common capacities, 
but ſtill wanting to be explained. By this the 
tempter propoſes to provide for ſuch abuſes in 
ice, as come to have place through mens 
corruptions and his inſtigation. He leads to 
inſtil prejudices againſt ſtatutes, deciſions, or 
principles of law he does not reliſh, how va- 
tuable, 8 uſeful ora 5 * 
53. He or does es 
offiduiry, and L variety of Crone and de- 
ſtructive ſnares laid before them. For this 
reaſon no doubt it is, that fo many particular 
cautions are given to judges i in e He 
2 them to neglect to improve themſelves, 
become duly acquainted with. 
rg we ms rules of judging in cauſes that 
ſhall come before them. When they comply, 
with the tempration, uy are incapable to do 
juſtice to every ons 1 2 ever ſo much dil- 8 
poſed ; zee pro ectually againſt their | 
pI up "upon 1 57 deſigning plaintiffs, 


s, artful pleadert, or E 


unjuſt de 


* 


3 
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clerks, He tempts to partiali partie, not PERL 
ſtering j juſtice engiy in every caſe; to be biaſ- 
ſed and ſwayed, by one or other conſideration, 
to favour one 15 more than tae other ; to 
forget that the 
the judgement, that his all- ſeeing eye is u 
them, and that he will ere long be 
Judge, and cauſe them render an account 5 
every act they have paſſed, every ſentence 
they have pronounced, 2 Chron. Kix. 6.; to 
rolong cauſes without finally determining in 


em, that he may occaſion diſcouragement, 


uneafinefs, and conſiderable lofs of money and 
time to proſecutors or defendants, and in- 


fluence others to neglect to ſeek juſtice, from 


the view of ſuch difficulties and hardſhips to 

encountered in obtaining it; to judge for 
reward, and to take bribes, Mic, vii. 3. which 
blinds the eyes of the wiſe, Exod. xxiii. 8. 
and filences conſcience in the beſtower and 
taker, He will cauſc a bribe to be given and 
received under the notion of a compliment be- 
ſtawed from reſpect, &c. yet by it the perſon 


is ſtrongly tempted, if not actually engaged, 
10 pronounce in favour of the giver, and on 
that very account, 1 Sam. viii. 3. He excites 
to uſe quirks and ſhifts for giving the cauſe a 


turn according to to their inclination, with a fair 
ſhew and colour, yet which it is impoſſible to 


\ reconcile with material juſtice; to favour 


3 friends and relations in judgement, and to de- 
termine in their behalf, even then when ju- 
Nice is upon the o ite Gde 3 to take a fide, 


aud thus practically to commence a party in 0 
dne 


| * and 9 


- 
„ 


is preſent with them in 
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done in his final determination, even then when 
he knows no juſt reaſon for it, and cannot ac- 
count for his having ſo actedʒ to determine with - 
out fully conſidering and underſtanding the mat- 
ter, by which he is in the utmoſt danger of 
wreſting judgement and perverting equity; to 
be ſwayed by acquaintance, connections in va- 
rious kinds, expectations, a diſpoſition to make 
returns, &c. in the ſentence he pronounces, 
even though the divine authority obliges 'to - 
know no man in that matter, Lev. xix. 15.3 
to be influenced by fear of reſentment, per- 
ſonal hurt, and inconveniencies, to act con- 
trary to their light, inclination, duty, and ju- 
ſtice, Deut. i. 17.3 to reſpect the perſon of 
the rich, be-diſpoſed to favour his cauſe, and 
act partially toward him from proſpect of ad. 
vantage, to gain his good liking, from unwit- 
lingneſs to diſoblige him, and other ſuch con- 
ſiderations, Deut. xvi. 19.3 Prov. xxiv. 23. 
to reſpect the perſon of the poor, being mo- 
ved by pity of him, to wreſt judgement in de- 
ciding the cauſe for him, Lev. xix. 15. pro- 
nounce an unrighteous ſentence in his favour, 
becauſe he is low, and an oppofite one would 
bear very hard upon him; to allow ſomewhat -/ 


_ elſe than juſtice to determine him in his decks = 


kons, not to keep that ſingly in his eye, fuf- 
fcring himſelf to be diverted from it ſome 
how; to be. influenced: unduly by prejudices 
againſt a perſon or + perſons, or an order of 
men, ſo AS-to determine every cauſe in which | 
they are concerned, or any how intereſted, a- 
gainſt them, right or wrong, and without con- 
ſidering whether or not their elaim is founded 
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gain-a favourite point, while every conſi- 

_ deration concurs to bind to adkere inviolate to 
the preciſe meaning of it; to act with rigour, 
when there is opportunity for it in any &, 
in diſcharge of his office, not with that ten · 
_ derneſs equity requires, and the law allows; 
to hear perſons privately in their own cauſe, 
or in that of their friends, and to, be ſome- 
what determined in their deciſion by what was 
ſuggeſted,” while it is their indiſpenſable duty 
to keep themſelves as diſintereſted as is poſſible, 
and to enter upon matters of judgement with 
minds under no pre . whatever; to 
take a handle from ſome circumſtance in the 

| caſe, or to ſearch for one, with a view to de- 
termine the matter againſt him on whoſe fide 
material juſtice lies; to take up the cauſe in a 
falſe kght, with defign to give a wrong deter- 
mination. in it, and at ſame time to be furniſh- 
ed with a bandle to excuſe or juſtify the ſen- 
tence ; to neglect properly to execute the laws 
with univerſal impartiality, whence the moſt 
excellent and ſalutary ſtatutes ſhall -avail no- 
thing, ſerve no good purpoſe, becauſe not ap- 
plied, nor made to have effect; to be deter- 
mined by conſideration of the parties litigant, 
in manner different from what has been in- 
ſtanced in, not ſimply, as they ought, by the 
merits of the cauſe; to injure and oppreſs the 
fatherleſs, the widow, the friendleſs, becauſe 
they cannot right themſelves, and have few or 
: 2 * to appear for them, Exod. xxii. 22.; 


: * 


1. 17. 3 to do unrighteouſneſs in judgement, 
Lev. baer in place of judging with juſt, 
to do it with unjuſt judgement, Deut. xvi. 18.; 
to be determined in their procedure by appear 


ances, 


4* 
» 


w 


It: 3 


* 


. * . 
8 * * 


ances, and to: conform tb othbrs in givi 


judgement, ſo as to decline after many to ping 
judgement, Exod. xxiii. 2.3 to pervert che 


_ Judgement of the poor, in pronouncing ſen- 


tence in their caſe that is injurious and iniqui- 


tous, Exod. xxiii. 6.3 to wreſt the judgement 


of the ſtranger, and to act toward them in 
ſuch manner, in trial and determination of 


their cauſe, as is diſagreeable to equity, oppo- 


fite to the way in which fellow - ſubjects, neigh- 
bours, and acquaintances, are treated, Deut. 
xxiv. 17.3 to drink to exceſs, that de dn 4 
be incapable to go through the importan : 
in which they are — with — and 


due exerciſe of judgement, and may wound 


their own reputation, do great, perhaps ex- 
tenſive and laſting hurt to others, by wrong 
ſentences pronounced when in theſe circum- 
ſtances ; which temptation is cautioned againſt, 


and the diſmal effects of it repreſented in a ve- 


ry affecting manner, Prov. xxxi. 5.; to ne- 
glect to relieve the op and that perhaps 
even when very affecting inſtances-of ſuch per- 
ſons preſent themſelves, and it is rly in- 
cumbent upon them to interpoſe in the caſe ;- 
to turn aſide the needy from 3 ent, by 
delaying to conſider their cauſe, refufing them 
a juſt ſentence, and pronouncing a wrong one 
in their caſe, Iſ. x. 2.; Jer. v. 28.3 to diſcou- 
rage and diſcountenance under officers, con- 
ſtables, or others, When acting faithfully ' for 
Ser or vice, arraigning offenders, and 

em to Juſtice, by which landable- 
. for reſo of manners, and pro- 
— appearances of it, are daſhed, and they 
who Na it are 1 with grief 8 to de? 


S * 3 
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| fG&; becauſe they find when therein. employed 


they make themſelves a prey, If. lix. 15.3 to 


. 


execute judgement not thoroughly, but to ſtop 
in che middle, and when one part of duty in 
that kind is. performed, to neglect another; 
do practiſe what is eaſy, attended with no dif- 


_ ficulty or danger, while what would. diſoblige, 


would require ſpecial labour, faithfulneſs, and 
reſolution, and in which peculiar oppoſition 
is to be encountered, is ſhghted. and neglected, 
Jer. vii. 5. 3 to neglect to execute true judge - 
ment, Ezek. xviii, 8. ſuch as is true in reſpect 
of right, and true in fact; to oppreſs people 
in cheir rights, Am. v. 7. turn judgement in- 
to the wormwood of bitterneſs, grief, oppreſ- 
ſion, injuſtice, violence, &c.z to act the direct 
reverſe of what is required by the great judge, 
to acquit the guilty, who ſhould be condemn- 
ed, and to condemn the innocent, who, ought 
to be acquitted; to ſudden ſallies of the angry 
paſhons, by which they ſhall be thrown off 


their guard, and betrayed into procedure un- 


worthy of them, oppoſite to their intentions, 
ar blame - worthy and injurious in one or more 
reſpects ; to aſk for a reward evidently and a- 


vowedly, Mic. vii. 3. and thus diſcourage them 


in low or indigent circumſtances, and deter 


perſons of integrity, from bringing cauſes be- 


tore them, by which the courſe: of juſtice is 
ſtopped, redreſs prevented, and ſpecial puilt 


contracted; when a bribe was offered and ac- 
cepted ;, to pronounce ſentences manifeſtly, or 
at leaſt really oppreſſive, eſpecially when and 
here the parties whom they do affect, are in 
no capacity, or have no opportunity or acceſs, 


— 


10 ſeck redreſs, II. v. 7. 1 Prov. xxii, 22. 1 to 


ĩaſſid a mild puoiſhment, or none at all, upon 
atrocious criminals, though evidently; eonvict- 
ed, from culpable ſofineſs of temper and falſe 
lenity, that this may handen others im wicked- 
neſs, and lead men into horrid crimes, from 
the apprehenſion they ſhall eſcape with impu. 
nity; to determine cauſes, even the moſt im- 
portant, attended with very extenſive and laſt- 
ing conſequences, without properly inquiring: 
into the merits of them, or perhaps at all un- 
derſtanding the true ſtate of the caſe, by 
which they may be betrayed into acts of the 
roſſeſt and moſt manifeſt injuſtice and oppreſ- 
nz to engage them in this courſe in particu- 
lar inſtances and habitually, Satan will work 
upon their ſloth and indolence of temper, for” 
continuing and increafing it, and will cultivate: 
a diſpoſition in them to be ſo enamoured of 
company and diverſions, as cftAually ſhall” 
prevent their looking ſuitably into caules. and 
' pleas brought before them. He tempts to give 
private and particular directions to one party” 
how to manage his cauſe, by which the grand 
deceiver leads them into partiality in their de- 
ciſions; to give a deaf ear to the injured and” 
oppreſſed, when they make the warmeſt re- 
peated applications to them for juſtice and re 
dreſs, ''and that from ſelfiſh Conſiderations, 
Job xix. 7. He diſpoſeth the judge to receive, 
and the perſon. whoſe: cauſe is to be decided 
to give, a bribe out of the boſom, i 6. as 
gift, in the moſt private poſſible mannen, ir 
conſequence of which the tempter aims and 
expects judgement ' ſhall. be perverted; Prov. 
xvii. 23. and he inſtigates to this method of 
giving and receiving. the gift, that both parties 
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may conclude che thing ſhall - never be diſco- 
| vered, and no inconvenience ſhall reſult to 

them in any reſpect. He tempts to turn judge · 
ment away backward, and cauſe juſtice ſtand 
IEP off, II. lix. 14. fo that equity cannot en- 
ter, by uſing their power and authority, and 
the forms courts, to ends co to their 
deſign and inſtitution, keeping men from their 
right, patroniſing injuſtice e violence, bar- 
ring out by ſuch means all juſtice from places 
of judicature, Satan thus yoo opaſes. not only 
to corrupt and ruin the ſociety where ſuch 


8 things are introduced, but to Pour contempt 


an a ſovereign: God, whoſe is the judgement. 
He excites to turn judgement into gall, and 
the fruit of rightcoulneſs into hemlock, Am. 
vi. 12.3 to uſe laws for depriving men of life, 
QT ee their eſtates, which rightly admi- 
niſtered, ſhould have ſecured to them life and 
fortune; and to a procedure pernicious to in- 
di vid and even to the community, how 
far its influence does at preſent or may here- 
after extend. And this Satan will to his ut- 
molt labour, becauſe he knows, if he can cor- 
rupt the fountains of juſtice in any degree, he 
gains a great. int for ſubſerving the intereſts 
of his kingdom of darkneſs. He tries to fil 
their minds with 'batred of being kept within 
the bounds. of the divine law, moral equity, 
and ſalutary human laws, and to diſpoſe them 
to pervert all equity, to-wreſt laws of different 
kinds, . as ſcems to ſerve the purpoſe of giving. 
a ſpecious colour to iniquitous ſentences, which 
he 1 — inſtigated them to pronounce, Mic. iii. 
9 He ſets before them moſt artful expedients, 
l eee * 
N * ** 
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ped, and then ſuggeſt how this ſhall ba 8 


turn to their account. He leads to accept the 
perſon of the wicked, by favouring and pro- 
moting his bad unrightcous cauſe, and to o- 
verthrow the righteous in judgement, that not 
only he may accompliſh that particular act of 
injuſtice, but ſtake the judge down to ſuch 
r rocedure in time to come, by then ſuggeſting 
e muſt act conſiſtently with himſelf, that he 
become not ridiculous, Prov. xviii.' 5.; to 
combine for admitting perſons of weak abili- 
ties or bad character into the fame office witb 
them, becauſe they will not ſink their reputa- 
tion, nor be a check upon them, while through 
his inſtigation a combination is made, all en- 
deavours are uſed to keep out men of integrity, 
worth, abilities, reputation; becanſe they would 
keep them to their duty, hinder them from 
afting amiſs, and be a reproach to hangs * 
they ſhould. 
$ 4 The confummate infernal potieitias : 
well knows, a good and —_— ſyſtem of 
laws is much for the honour of the great and 
univerſal lawgiver, and contributes fingularly 
for the good of the kingdom, ftate, or com- 
monwealth. For theſe xeaſons, it is to be pre- 
ſumed, he practiſes fineſſes of his art in deal- 
ing with xgilators, to make them err in diſ- 
of that moſt important truſt, becauſe” 
charge of taken, as-it' has very extenſive back 
conſequences, may alſo have very laſting ones. 
When permitted by Providence, he will, we 
may believe, tempt them to enact things un- 
Juſt, to eſtabliſh iniquity by a law, Pſal. xciv. 
20. If. x. i.; to repeal laws agreeable to moral 


t or expreſsly GT and- ribed by 
5 DT F MA Jehotah 


20⁰ EMRLOYMENTS. Seft. VI. 


Jehovah in his word, on account of unreaſon- 
able abuſe of them, and leſſer inconveniencies 
attending them, through mens weakneſs. and 
corruptions, or of levity and folly in them- 
ſelves, principles of immorality they have e- 
fpouſed, or ſentiments of infidelity they re- 
tainz to emit penal or other ſtatutes, which 
are inroads upon conſcience, infringements of 
the right of private judgement, invaſions of 
mens natural or civil rights; to eſtabliſh laws 
which, on different pretences, provide the 
Lord's people ſhall be perſecuted for righ- 
teouſneſs fake, in various reſpects and degrees, 
and that ſo as ſometimes to be made reſiſt un - 
to blood, ſtriving againſt ſin ; to exceſs of le- 
nity in what is enacted for ſecurity of the ſtate, 
and its governors, that he may encourage re- 
bellions, civil wars, commetions, and inſur- 
rections. He may or does endeavour to drive 
other members. of the legiſlature, or the ſame 
perſons at other ſeaſons, and in other in- 
ſtances, to the oppoſite extreme, a framing 
cruel and oppreſſi ve laws, manifeſt groſs inva- 
fions of liberty and property; to connive at 
public abuſes, without proper endeavours to 
have them rectified, and that from averſion at 
tbe trouble, fear of inconvenicacies, | advan» 
tage in outward regard, real or ſuppoſed, 
which reſults to them from ſuch irregularities ;. 
to make the ſphere in which they move turn to 
their private account, ſo as it mall be ſomehow 
obſtructive of the public good, or detrimentab 
to it; to refuſe to redreſs. public notour grie- 
vances, when in a proper dutiful manner ap- 
en en. 


Aation for diſſatisfaction with the government,, 
A grumblings 


% 
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grumblings againft, the conduct of men in 
power, and may work up things of ſuch kind, 
in time into convulſions of ſtate, by which it 
ſhall be greatly endangered, if not utterly ſubs». 
verted. He tempts to determine matters of laſt 
moment to the commonwealth with the great- 
eſt hurry, and utmoſt precipitance; and in or- 
der to it, will, if he can, engage them in ex- 
ceſſes in way of intemperance, previous to en- 


| tering on ſuch deliberations; will uſe different 


arts to inflame their paſſions, and bias their 
judgements ; becauſe a wrong law paſſed in a. 
thing of great weight, and which draws after 
it a vaſt train of important and laſting conſe- 
quences, is a matter of very great moment and. 
concern to the intereſt of his kingdom of dark-. 
neſs. He inſtigates to multiply laws without 
neceſſity, to the great embarraſſment, and e- 
vident and confiderable loſs, of the commu- 
nity; to abrogate and repeal the beſt and moſt. 

ſulutary laws, merely from diſſatisfaction with 
the perſons and authority by which they were 
eſtabliſhed, and even when they are not alto 
gether ignorant ſuch procedure will termi- 
nate in the great loſs, of the public, ſuggelt- 
ing how much it will bring them under im- 
putation if 5 fuffer ſuch laws to conti 
nue in force, what an impeachment it will be 
of their prudence, delicacy, ſenſe of honour, 
&c.z to different and oppoſite ſentiments when, 
excellent ſtatutes are a-framing,. and, from 
fuppofed honour, with warmth and keennels,. 
each to retain his favourite point, that thus 
the beſt laws may be buried in embryo, and 
Finally dropped; to form laws, and put clauſes, 
ia them, without duly conſidering e 
* : V 


or degree with thoſe of the kin 
_worl 


— 
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which improper. or pernicions ones may be 


or are enacted, or at leaſt ſuch as need review, 


their labours prove hurtful, or theſe and their 
time are miſapplied, and ſo far loſt; to in- 


vade the prerogative of the Lord Jeſus, by 


_ claiming a power in matters religious, with 
which he has not intrufted them, or ſecking 
to make themſelves the laſt reſort in all cauſes 
of ſuch kind, in direct oppoſition to the au · 
thority of Chriſt, who alone is lord of the 
conſcience, has erected his tribunal in it, has 
declared his kingdom is not of this world, at 
the ſame time that he does not permit the con- 
cerns of his kingdom to interfere in any reſpect 
gdoms of this 

„having indiſpenſably bound his 

to be ſubject to the authority and lawful com» 
mands of magiſtrates in all civil matters; to 
feign rebellion, ſedition, and other crimes, as 
of which they pretend Chriſtians are guilty, 


or which influence and engage others to 


lay to their charge, and for which they pu- 
niſh them in different reſpects and degrees, 
while faithfulneſs ro Chriſt at bottom is the 
quarrel, and the whole of their ſuppoſed. 
crime; to ſcreen each other, by various arts, 
from juſt cenſure, when chargeable with 


bribery and corruption in obtaining their 


places, or other miſdemeanours; to tranſgreſs,, 
in the openeſt and moſt groſs manner, thoſe 
very laws which they have framed, and to, 


which they have pr ſanction, that he may 


cauſe them thereby -weaken the force, im-, 
pede the irifluence of good laws, or if he 
ins no more, they may be rendered ridicu- 


bus; 0 form laws in o dark and doybeful, 


*% 


„ 


ople 


_— en * 


terms, 


terms, or with ſuch redindancies, as leaves 
room for artful and deſigning men, eſpecially 
of the profeſhon of law, to take occaſion, 
from ſomewhat in them, to multiply contro- 
verſies and law-ſuits, by which they ſhall en- 
rich themſelves at the expence of the ruin of 
poor families, perhaps making one man who 
has ſkill to commence ſuch proceſſes, and 
whoſe buſineſs it is to carry them on, the in- 
ſtrument of undoing many perſons and fami- 
lies, who were, and otherwiſe ſhould have 
continued, in comfortable circumſtances; to 
lay aſide valuable moſt uſeful bills and draughts 
of particular laws, brought in and inſiſted for 
by the minority, by the unanſwerable argu- 
ment of a vote, when they can produce no o- 
ther or better reaſon, why they ſhould. not be 
paſſed, and turned into ſtanding laws, and 
that for their own private ſelfiſh ends, or up- 
on other unjuſtiftable grounds; to uſe joint 
endeavours, by ſtretching laws, acting counter 
to them, and by other indire& methods, for | 
excluding perſons nominated, lawfully choſen, | 
and duly returned, from ſharing in Tegillatve | 
| 


dignity and authority, becauſe men who they. 
believe will be ſwayed at no ſeaſon by low 9 
mercenary confiderations, are of different ſen- 4 
timents from them in public matters Which = 
will fall under their cognifance, will not act | 
implicitly, nor receive inſtructions how to de- 
termine. If the lawgiver or legiſlators are. 
veſted with abſolute incontroulable power, he 
will firſt excite them, directly, or by inſtru- 
mentatity of flatterers and paraſites, to eſta · 
bliſm the moſt unreaſonable, "iniquitous, and 
oppreſlive laws, and then ſhall work on ho 


* 
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= 


pride of power to exact obedience, and en- 
| Net compliance with their pleaſure, ſo rigo- 
rouſly as produces great miſery, or utter ruin, 
to thoſe under their authority. As he knows 
_ what vaſt miſchief he may effect by legiſlators 
under no limitations but their own wills, he 
no doubt tries every courſe to fence them a- 
gainſt receiving wholeſome advice, and for 
that end, among other expedients, works them 
up to the higheſt pitch of ſelf-ſufficiency, and to 
depend on their own judgement, and reſt.in it, 
m all inſtances, as abſolutcly infallible; frames 
for them new, extravagant, pernicious ſchemes 
of ſtatutes; makes them fond of them becauſe 
of their novelty, and their own ſuppoſed pro- 
found penetration in diſcovering them; in 
conſequence of all which, he provides they 
cannot be eaſy till the experiment of them in 
practice is made, which is attended with very 
melancholy and fatal conſequences. He may 
or does tempt legiflators, whether acting with 
abſolute power, or according to the conſtitu- 
tion of a ſtate, to ſtatute and ordain things 
impoſſible, or moſt difficult, to be performed 
by members of the community, and to demand 
obedience under the ſevereſt and moſt oppreſ- 
fave penalties, inflicted in the moſt rigid man- 
ner by his inſtigation. Of all this the prac- 
- tice of Pharaoh and his taſkmaſters, who de- 
- manded full tale of bricks from the children 
of Ifrael without allowing them ſtraw, Exod. 
v. 5. — 19. is a very notable example, too fre- 
| 2 ſince copied after. He entices them to 
eek their own honour, emolument, eaſe, and 
pleaſure, by laws they frame, without prope. 
FOE 5 1 8 


ow 


Nestes is courts. 


ſing or providing by them for the advantage 
of thoſe. who are to be ſubjected to them. 

9. Satan, the introducer of ſin among 
mankind, the patron and promoter of iniqui- 
ty, will not fait to tempt pleaders in courts of 


judicature, of whatever denomination, to pro- 


ſtitute law, and debauch conſcience, by-plead- 
ing. with all aſſiduty and diligence, and utmoſt 
earneſtneſs, the moſt iniquitous cauſes, known 
by them to be ſuch; to break over all bounds 
of decency, and render themſelves contempt - 


ible, by pleading cauſes diametrically oppoſite 
at different ſeaſons, perhaps on the ſame day, 
ſo chat in ſome inſtances of ſuch procedure, 
they cannot well miſs falling in the groſſeſt 
manner under the awful imputation, Prov. 
Xvii. 15.3 to make themſelyes juſtly obnoxious 


by uſing the ſame topics in pleading cauſes di- 


rectly contrary in their nature; to betray a ve- 
nal temper, a ſordid covetous diſpoſition, and 
by exerting themſelves more or leſs in giving 


advice and pleading, as the fee and reward is 


greater or {maller, He will tempt with great 


art che counſel or pleaders retained on both ſides 
of a queſtion, to combine for their own gain, to 
injure, by ſuch means as he ſuggeſts, one or 


both of the parties whoſe cauſe they have un- 
dertaken to defend and proſecute. He ſolicits 
them to invent and infiſt upon new topics, 


and to bring in new points of law from time 
to time, with intention to protract the cauſe, 
and prevent its being finally determined, to 
the great loſs and prejudice of one's client, as 


well as his antagoniſt. He influences an ad- 8 
vocate to betray and give up him for whom. 


* ws from different motives and conſi lera- 
: 8 tions, 


»» Tin 
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tions, by not bringing out, urging, and enfor- 
cing ſuch maxims in law, and arguments, as 
it is known would promote his cauſe, and tend 
to ſecure a deciſion in his favour, or making 
the ſhew of being nonpluſſed and filenced by 
him who pleads in oppoſition; and thus he 
allows the matter to be determined againſt 
him who has intruſted him with his intereſt 
therein, while he is at no lofs to make further 
defences, and to adduce what ſhould perhaps 
not only ward off ſuch deciſion, but ſoon and 
eaſily caſt the balance, and iſſue the cauſe in 
behalf of him for whom he appears. He 
prompts to practiſe indecencies in pleading, by 
which the grand deceiver propoſes to make 
him hurt the cauſe he manages, or to preju- 
diſe the judges againſt himſelf, and thus ob- 
ſtruct his uſefulneſs and comfort in his ſtation, 
aware that his diſtinguiſhed abilities might o- 
therwiſe prove of great ſervice, by procu- 
ring juſtice to be faithfully adminiſtered. He 
leads them to uſe unlawful arguments in de- 
'fending and pleading cauſes, and to imagine 
they are to ſtick at nothing by which they may 
promote them, that thus he may corrupt their 
conſciences, and wear off their minds, piece- 
meal, a ſenſe of the difference betwixt moral 
good and evil. He tempts p act ſuch a part 
eſpecially when pleading for criminals, or per- 
ſions ſtaged for leſſer immoralities, that hurt, 

if not entirely ruin, their character as Chri- 
ſtians, and members of civil ſociety, and for 
that end ſtrongly moves and works upon 
the generoſity, pity, and compaſſion of tlie 
*pleader, that thus he may be put off his guard, 
"and betrayed into a carrying things a great 


deal 
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deal too far. He tempts to fall upon conſide - 
rations ſuited, to work upon the paſſions of 
judges, that their judgements may be biaſſed, 
and that, in conſequence thereof, ſuch ſen- 
| tence as they deſire may be pronounced, even 
when conſcious the cauſe pled by them is un- 
aſt 3 to improve the inadvertence or weakneſs, 
of-a judge, with deſign to lead him to practiſe 
injuſtice or oppreſſion, which is perhaps known, 
to be contrary. to his fixed diſpoſition and re- 
lution, as well as practice; to make his client, 
believe he has juſtice on his fide, his cauſe is 
good, he ſhall certainly ſucceed in it, when he 
apprehends or certainly knows it is otherwiſe, 
vath defign to get his money z to act for ons 


party, him by whom he is employed, openly, 
whale, he is center with the . — the op- 
ponent, ſecretly, and orders all things in rea- 
ley, for his advantage, that he may bring the 
lawxer under 2 grievous load of guilt, through 
brach of faith, and render him odious upon 

its beipg dilc Waben which the tempter will do 
every thing to effectuate, except when he aimg 
4 2 further evil by keeping it cancealed. Hg 
{empts them to retule in reality to do juſtice tg 
them. whoſe buſineſs they have undertaken, 
under various pretences, eſpecially in tickliſh 
matters and circumſtances, leſt they ſhould 
diſoblige, occaſion trouble to themſelves, og 
for other ſelfiſh unjuſtifiable reaſons ; to take 
indirect methods to get advantage of the op- 
poſite pleader, eſpecially when convinced he 
is a perſon of ſuperior talents, and there is no 
ſtanding in oppoſition to him any other how; 
to counterfeit emotions, call up different paſ⸗ 
Logs, thed tears whos juſt reaſon, and pra: 

; " per 
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per affection exerciſed, to ſerve no good pur- 
poſe, or with deſign to impreſs the judges, and 
make way for his impoſing upon them, and 
leading them into ſome wrong ftep, ſome de- 
eiſion not agreeable to the ftrift rules of ju- 
ſtice; to introduce, without reafon, and im- 
pertinently, ſeripture in pleadings, and to uſe 
too much freedom with it, or to burleſque it, 
of purpoſe to pleaſe and entertain a judge 
whom he ſuſpects or knows to be a man of a 
profane fpirit. The inveterate enemy of all 
that is good, puſhes him on to the practice, to 
embolden him in irreligion, to wear off the 
ſpirit of the judge all reverence of God, and 
to keep other perſons in the court in good hu- 
mour by it; to him a dear purchaſe, in re- 
ſpect of the indignity done the great judge, 
and his anger kindled agamft him. He excites 
to treat judges unhandſomely, diſreſpectfully, 
and indecently, and to inſult them where they 
can adventure upon it, with intention to aid. 
turb, keep from reflection, or overawe them; 
to inform his client of bur of his cauſe, 
and one part of it after another, to oblige him 
to give ſtill new conſultation-money, and thus 
to make advantage of him by keeping his 
eauſe in dependence when it might perhaps be 
ſoon and eaſily determined; to plead cauſes 
diametrically oppoſite and contrary, with e- 
qual zeal and afliduity, that thereby he may 
make them appear entirely venal, men of no 
principle, and thus they may become, if not 
uſeleſs, yet ridiculous and eontemptible; to miſ- 
repreſent facts in the moſt deliberate and groſs 
manner, that nor judges, nor jury, if any there 
is, nor fpeRators, may be able to come at — 
ot OY | wu 
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truth in the caſe, when he finds it for the ſup» 
poſed intereſt of the perſon for whom he acts, 
or convenient for himſelf to diſguiſe it; to uſe 
falſe arguments in law or divinity, when true 
and juſt ones cannot be found to favour and 
fupport the cauſe they have undertaken, by 


which the grand deceiver aims to corrupt their 
conſciences, ſpoil their morals, and render 
them diſagreeable to all fober perſons; to be 
fet upon making as much money as they can 
by their buſineſs, by every poſſible method 
which temptation, if fallen in with, betrays. 
them into a variety of inconveniencies or mo- 
6 6. The old ſerpent, the author of all craft, 
and cultivator of that curſed root of bitterneſs 


in the world, will not fail to tempt attorneys, 


framers of deeds,” writers, agents, prucurators, 
clerks, contrallers, as they are denominated 
in different countries, and other perſons com- 
prehended under one or other of theſe genera] 
characters, or whoſe employments bear aftini; 
ty to. ſome one of them, to form deeds or 
writs of whatever kind in doubtful and dark 
terms, ſo as to need explication, which is at- 


tended ſometimes with very great inconve- 


niencies, or great loſs to the poſſeſſor, at leaſt 
in the nature of things may be ſo; to frame 
papers of ſuch kind by much more prolix 
than is needed on any uſeful account, for 
their own gain, becauſe a ſmall ſuperfluous 
addition ſhould conſiderably increaſe their de- 
mand; to put clauſes in writs that ſhall be 
handles for law-fuits, or perhaps the direct 
cauſes of them, for their own profit, and that 
of their brethren in the profeſſion of the law, 
83 ho 
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who ſhalt be any how concerned in manage- 
ment of ſuch controverſies; to inſert expreſ- 
- fions in contracts, teſtameats, tacks, and writs 
of fale, without knowledge of the parties con- 
eerned, at leaſt of one of them, and that for 
the benefit of a party they favour, to whom 
. they have been obliged, or have. come under 
engagements, to the manifeſt prejudice of one 
or more they do not affect, and ſo as ſhould 
be groſs injuſtice done them; to infert a clauſe 
or paſſages in'a latter-will, by which they 
would render themſelves heirs and executors 
to a perfon for they thus act, in leſs or 
in more, without his knowledge, and contra - 
ry to his intention; which highly criminal 
procedure brings a curſe upon their ſubſtance, 
by which it fhall be conſumed. He will im- 
prove their {kill in forms as a handle for tempt - 
ing them to falſifications and forgeries in dif- 
ferent ſhapes, for divers purpoſes.; to intro- 
duce a number of technical terms, peculiar 
_chuſes and expreſſions, into writs, and to re- 
tain them, and ſtickle for them thus brought 
into practice, by which deeds, writs, &c. ſhall 
be rendered ſo myſterious and intricate, as 
frarce to be at all under tood by any, unleſs 
perſons ſkilled in law, or who follow their bu- 
fineſs, that men of their way may ſtill be of 
high importance, may ever be neceflary, and 
employed to explain what they have thus fra- 
med; to invent many particular forms, ren- 
dered ſo eſſential to the writ, that the ſmalleſt 
variation or failure in it ſhall infer a nullity in 
the deed, or at lea prove an eſſential delect, 


which occafions trouble and loſs, or is the 
matter or ſeed of a controverſy at law; to in- 
OE. | ſert 
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fert a clauſe which is the foundation and caufe 
of theſe very inconveniencies, that preciſe evil, 
the owner and poſſeſſor of the deed was afraid of, 
fuitably aware of, and deſired him by all means 
effectually to provide againſt; to uſe ambi- 
guous words where plain ones are moſt ne- 
ceflary, and eee, be found, and that to 
fer ve variety of wrong purpoſes, his own ad- 
vantage perhaps, and to leave full room to 
pleaders to ſpin out of them a moſt tedious, 
perplexing, and expenfive law-ſuit, if one is 
commenced, for which alſo ſuch terms may 
be an effectual handle; to conceal or deſtroy 
rights, deeds, or other very important writs 
eommitted to their care, left with them, os 
which have ſomehow fallen into their hands; 
by which, for their own particular felfiſh ends; 
they ſhould bring perſons into great trouble, 
perhaps occaſion the loſs of their worldly all; 
and reduce the fatherleſs and widow to pover · 
ty and miſery; to get themſelves, or their bre · 
thren in employment, and with whom they 
have connection, choſe to be truſtees for ma- 
nagement of the eſtate, heritable or moveable, 
of one whole affairs are in diſorder, or who is 
obliged to give up his effects to his creditors, 
and that with deſign to waſte his eſtate, in or- 
der to enrich themſelves, or their friends, and 
brethren in occupation, by. cauſing ſums to be 
expended in obſerving forms of law, all of 
which might have been avoided, . moſt of them 
perhaps matter of mere ſhew, no way needful 
or ſerviceable, and in fees to themſelves or o- 
thers, exorbitant in caſes where their attend» 
' ance and trouble are neceflary, without all 
ground in a variety of. other inſtances of their 


- 
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acting, ish was abſolutely needleſs, or only 
pretended; and the conſequence of all which 
proves the ruin and undoing of the poor un- 
happy perſon whom they had thus got into 
their hands, and the defrauding his creditors; 
and this, inſtigated by Satan, no doubt, ſome 
af them will infiſt for, though they have evi- - 
dence, and are eonkeiqus, the man has eſtate 
or effects ſufficient to anſwer all demands, per- 
haps would have had a confiderable and com- 
fortable reverſion after all claims upon him 
had been fatisfied, had what he 2 been 
under proper management, and faithfully diſ- 

charged and applied. If the attorney, writer, 
or agent, are of the diſtreſſed perſon's credi- 


tors, Satan no doubt will tempt him or them 


to improve the handle that it gives for the 
end juſt ſpeeified, and to refuſe peremptorily 
to give into any other meaſures; thus to force 
the other creditors and debtor to fall in with 
that to them pernicious ſcheme, however un- 
willing and apprehenſive of the conſequences, 
their being in every reſpect what has been re. 
preſented; to give information concerning the 


affairs, even the moſt ſecret, important, and 


rickliſh, of thoſe whoſe writs and papers are 
in their poſſeffion and keeping, whoſe buſineſs 
they negotiate, whoſe concerns in different re- 
ſpects they manage, without their knowledge, 
whence it is they cannot provide againſt the 
icious effects, and all this in direct oppo- 
_ Grion to the agent's ſolemn engagement, oc at 
leaſt implicit ſtrong obligation; to. betray 
- «heir truſt, when foing for a client, or em- 


ployed for e his debis, by permitting 
- eee n againſt him, which — could 


prevents | 
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prevent, uſing no proper endeavours for that 

end, tacitly allowing his intereſt or effects to 
ſuffer diminution, his juſt debts to be retained 
by the debtors, when he could poſfibly, per- 
haps certainly and eaſily, make them good, 
and ſo to act from different ſelfiſh unjuſtifiable 
motives and confiderations, if he does not pro- 
cced fo far as to tempt them firſt to raife the 
money, and then to convert it to their own 
uſe; to buy debts doubtful, ſeemingly deſpe- 
rate, or really and evidently good, at a low 
rate, by taking advantage of the ignorance or 
neceſſity of him whoſe they are, with defign to 


haraſs and ſqueeze the poor debtor, for ma- 


king gain to themſelves, and in order to de- 
mand the groſſeſt uſury for delaying for a time 
to diſtreſs him. The ruin of poor families, 
and a grievous load of guilt brought on the 
actors, is what the firſt infernal mover propo- 
ſes to reach by the temptation. He tempts to 
indorſe to themſelves notes or bills which be- 
long to perſons for whom they act occaſional - 
ly, or more ſtatedly, without their knowledge, 
and contrary to all right. The tempter aims 
by this to cauſe them precipitate themſelves 
into ruin, or to begin and carry on a curſed 
trade of defrauding others, under cover of 
truſt; a moſt horrid iniquity, a moſt harden= 
ing tranſgreſſion! He tempts to impofe upon 
the ignorance of their client, by making up 
large accounts with unjuſt articles of charge, 
fewer or more, lefler or greater, as convenient 
handles ſhall be found for them, and to invent 
variety of ſpecious pretexts for deceiving the 
more knowing and diſcerning, when made pay 
what they ought not, manifold arts NO 

wihy 4 0 3 | W ; 
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Which to give things a fair —— while 
piecemeal, by quicker or flower advances, aas 
acceſs is had, they poſſeſs themſelves of the 
goods or eſtate, of widows. or. orphans under 
their mageren When they have entire 
management of one's affairs, and of their mo- 
ney, in receipt and diſburſement, he ſuggeſts 
to propoſe to a merchant or tradeſman to o- 
2 certain articles of account of things 
* to ſuch an extent, and to a- 
—. to divide with him the ſpoil, or to 
ket the whole himſelf, while b he ſhould ob- 
lige, if be could, the claimant to act the cri- 
minal part mentioned, by threatening to de- 
prive him of the whole colin of his client, 
l all other in bis power. If the framer « 
the account is — neceſſiy to borrow mo- 
ney i for carrying on his buſineſs, or. 
receives it 8 others by his favour, or 
trough his aka any as the tempta- 
tion in N Lt get ces has peculiar force, | 
Satan w to puſh it, becauſe he 
knows od, is is the greateſt probability he ſhall 
in the cod reach his aim by it. He tempts iQ. 
ill-founded claims to lands, 'tene- 
ments, hereditaments, Fong. of money, &5- or 
ſhadows of ſuch rights, with intention, if poſ- 
ible, to wreſt men gut of their poſſeſſions, by 
artful turns, and fetches in law-ſuits, commen- 
ced and carried on for thay. purpoſe, or by 
| quirks i in kw, and forms of courts, or writs 
ſs, or by bricks 1 which the tempter ſug- 
ſts to him, ay artfully endeavours to per- 
ade him may. be practiſed, and ſhall accom; 
he end propoſed, without the ſmalleſt dan - 
ger of their heing erer * or buffering 
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the leaſt inconveniency'; by artful manage 
ment to involve his clients in la w- ſuĩts in one 
caſe and ſituation of matters, ànd to adviſe 
and perſuade them to it on other occafions, 
with deſign to make his earnings of them by 
his labour in his profeſſion and àattendance du» 
— dependence of ſuch proceſſes, to be char- 
to the party at the higheſt rate; to per- 
Flex and nM buſineſs 'of his client, when 
it was clear, or eaſily might have been render. 
ed ſo, and thereby to cauſe him ſell his eſtate, 
that himſelf might have of it an eaſy purchaſez 
or if that was not to be thought of, at leaſt he 
might ſecure to himſelf no inconſiderable part 
of the price, in making out deeds for transfer 
of property and right, which, with all forms 
of law uſed in ſuch cafes, he is led to multiply, 
as much as is poſiible, for the mentioned end. 
With that temptation, it is to be prefumed, 
Satan will ply him, when in hazard of being 
deprived of that perſon's buſineſs; or when 
his client, or his friends and curators, begin 
ſo far to fee with their own eyes, as will cut 
off all occaſion of his making it turn out to 
his account in the manner it formerly has. He 
tempts to neglect to qualify themſelves ſuitably 
for their employment, that he may lead them 
into a ſeries of blunders and miſcarriages in 
their future conduct, and that they may fall 
neceſſarily, though perhaps moſt unwillingly, 
into what ſhall be very pernicious to the inte- 
reſts of perſons or families; to undertake ma- 
nagement of affalrs for which they are by no 
means competent, becauſe he is aware their ſo 
doing will probably prove hurtful both to 
2 and to their — from PIE 
O 
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. ſeruple, to undertake and 
things the moſt iniquitous, inju- 
rious, and oppreſſive ; to keep out an eſſential 
or very important term or clauſe, when fra- 
ming a writ or paper, through | inadrertency, 
_ occaſioned by the tempter, or even with de- 
ſign; to make one public and declared bar- 
ain, when commiſſioned and authoriſed to 
ell the lands, goods, or moveables, of a per- 
ſon for whom he acts, and another private 
one, when, by one means or other, he can 
prevail with the purchaſer to agree to it, and 
to conceal ſuch tranſaction, in conſequence of 
which he ſhall put part of the real price in 
his pocket; to over reach perſons in contro- 
verſies, management of law-ſuits, ſales of 
lands, when he is the purchaſer for another or 
himſelf, through his fill in the law, and his 
acquaintance with forms; to worm themſelves 
into poſſeſſion of mens eſtates, by artful me- 
thods of law, finefles, and variety of other 
ſtratagems, and theſe not only of the ignorant, 
RISES, and forlorn, but of perſons of a quite 
different character, eſpecially when not aware 
of their danger, and not found on their guard 
againſt it; to create, in various ways, for which 
the courſe of their buſineſs gives opportunity, 
or which they can btherwiſe deviſe, law-ſuits 
in the inferior courts, where they ordinarily 
attend and do buſineſs, or alſo in ſuperior 
ones, if they have acceſs to them, or expect, 
ugh ahey they have no ſuch acceſs, that theſc 
law-fuits may accidentally occafion employ- 
ment and gain; or if there is no immediate 
proſpect of this, that at leaſt one law-ſuit may 
* another, or ſeveral, and the thing in 
E 
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the end turn to their account; to impoſe on 
rſons for whom they form deeds or writs 
of different kinds, by making them believe 
they contain what they do not, or are calculated 
for purpoſes for which they are not; to take 
bribes from the antagoniſts of his client, or 
in ſome other way to be influenced by them 
to betray his cauſe ſomewhat, if not groſsly; 
to neglect what may be of the laſt conſequence 
to him with whoſe buſineſs they are intruſted, 
becauſe they can gain a little more when other» 
wiſe employed; to diſcharge their truſt with 
er or greater diligence and fidelity, in pro- 
portion to their incomes from the ſeveral per- 
ſons for whom they act, and the degree of 
their indifference or fear of loſing their buſi- 
neſs; to load unjuſtly and cruelly the cha- 
racter of him they plead againſt, in courts 
to which they have acceſs, for furthering the 
cauſe they manage; to excite men to make 
claims upon the moit ſlender grounds, or with- 
cout all foundation, with intent to make gain 
by them, though they ſhould not be therein 
—— or if they can, to divide the ſpoil 
with them, ſhould they make them good; to 
do manifeſt injuſtice to him who has employ- 
ed them, or to neglect, from frivolous pre- 
tences, to do him juſtice, for their own ſelfiſh 
and criminal ends; to work on a falſe delica- 
cy, miſtaken ſenſe of honour, and pride, in 
their client, to cauſe him throw away a conſi- 
derable ſum of money for recovering a tri- 
fling ſum, or maintain a point of right not 
worth contending about, that ere the contro- 
verſy is ended they may _—_ a claim wp him 
for no deſpicable mm. 
T 57. He 
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$ 7. He tempte @ clerk of court to frame 


laws, not in agreeableneſs with the intention 
of the legiſlators, or in direct oppoſition to it, 
by inſerting a clauſe, or perhaps a ſingle word, 
which ſhall give the thing a quite different 
turn from what they deſigned, and what ſhall 
have conſequences extremely hurtful, very ex- 
tenſive and laſting; and to mark votes and 
ee unfairly, with purpoſe to favour that 
fide of a queſtion put which he affects. To in- 

duce him to fall in with the temptation, Satan 
will not fail to ſuggeſt, he is far from riſking 
his character, and ſhall not undergo the ſmall- 
eſt inconvenience by ſo doing: for, if charged 


with falſification, the obvious, eaſy, ever-ef- 


fectual, inſtantly · ſilencing defence is, if he fell 
into miſtake, it was involuntary, yea forced by 
the members of the court their not ſpeaking 
out their votes, nor expreſſing them diſtinctly, 
or the noiſe made by the court and ſpectators 
while he performed his office. What Satan 
may gain by that temptation, complied with in 


manifold inſtances and reſpects, is obvious. He 


tempts to give an unjuſt and falſe repreſenta- 
tion of what has been tranſacted in courtthrough 
inadvertence, from hurry of mind produced 
by him, or with deſign to ſerve one or other 
bad purpoſe; to alter minutes of choice, or 
through influence, from ſolicitation, to ſerve 
a friend, an acquaintance, one to whom he is 
under obligation, or from ſome other by-end, 
and that by ſtriking out a clauſe, alteration of 
one or more paragraphs, addition of a mate- 
rial article, or ſeveral, when he thinks it need- 
ful, and the thing may be covered; to give out 
copies or extracts of what has been tranſacted 
I . | to 
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to one party, to the prejudice of the other, 
and perhaps with great injury to him, ere the 
matter is finiſhed, and this without allowance 
of court; artfully to conceal and keep. back 
papers in proceſs, or which have been deliver - 
ed to him to be produced, which ſhould give 
ſpecial light in the buſineſs in dependence, 
and that with particular views, from promiſe 
of reward; to neglect to inſert in record, to 
put in minutes, things important, eſſential, ne- 
eeſſary, from pretence he was not authoriſed, 
and did not think himſelf in ſafety to do it; 
to practiſe things mentioned, or others of ſuch 
kind, when propoſed and inſiſted for by jud- 
ges, or a judge, for their or his particular 
ends, reſpecting one of the parties, or them- 
ſelves, on different indirect accounts; to im- 
poſe on judges or others, by paſſing over a 
clauſe in records of court, when reading them, 
or if he dares not adventure upon this, by 
pronouncing it in ſuch manner, that with dif- 
ficulty, if at all, it is obſerved, while what 
makes for the cauſe he would ſerve is uttered 
with ſuch emphaſis, as is well calculated to ſet 
it off with advantage, and to make impreſſion; 
to agree with members of court, to record 
when matters are tranſacted, what is groſsly 
oppoſite to fact, and to aſſert when he is ap- 
pealed to, that it is juſt as they have repreſent - 
ed, that by ſuch concurring teſtimony, they 
may get it palmed upon the court; or if the 
thing ſtill is denied, to complain he is char- 
ged with villany, and demand the perſon, or 
perſons, may be obliged to make good ſo grie- 
vous accuſation againſt him, to try if by ſuch 
means it may be made go down; or if this will 
L "&-2 not 
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not do, or for ſome reaſons, another courſe is 
thought better, in concert with members to 
fabricate the record or minute in receſs of 
court, and to produce it next meeting quite 
new, once indeed juſt, but now vitiated; and 
if quarrelled, to aver it is indeed genuine, as 
originally framed, with deſign to work. upon 
the modeſty and proper ſelf-diffidence of them 
otherwiſe minded, fo far that they ſhall admit 
it as it ſtands; or if they inſiſt upon a falſifica- 
tion, he will urge the clerk and members aſ- 
ſociated with him, to require that theſe others 
hall prove their allegation, by oath, if they 
cannot in another way, which though with 

fafety they could = it is perhaps by no means 
' prudent or expedient for them to do. Thus 
in end the matter ſhall be iſſued as theſe would 
have it, and the infernal projeftor behind the 
curtain gains his point. He 'tempts one to 
make a falſe ſtate of public accounts, when 
his office affords a handle, for the benefit of 
others whom he would pleaſe, ſerve, or lay 
under obligation, eſpecially if himſelf is to re- 
eeive the money; and Satan will help him to 
variety of expedients to prevent the fraud its 
being diſcovered, particularly to uſe the moſt 
artful methods to have it fo ordered ſuch ac- 
counts always ſhall bt audited by perſons who 
want diſcernment, .or have no. inclination to 
lay open the myſtery of iniquity; and thoſe 
men ſhall be uniformly excluded who, it is 
known, have competent abilities, and are diſ- 
poſed to do- juſtice in diſcharge of that truſt ; 
and if he cannot himſelf alone put matters in 
that train, and keep them in it, he will be ad- 


ou from the conclave exon: to open the 
matter 
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matter to a competent number of ' perſons, 
whom he is ſatisfied he can entirely truſt, and 
whom he will engage and retain to act for him 
as mentioned, by promiſes to ſerve them, and 
if no leſs will do, by dividing with them the 
ſpoil. This temptation may no doubt be play- 
ed off againſt ſeveral clerks in a court, or in 
office, with as great advantage, or perhaps 
nore, than it is practiſed upon a ſingle one, 
for obvious reaſons, evident from the nature 
and circumſtances of it now repreſented. He 
will tempt to abſent himfelf on ſpecial occa» 
fions from his ſtation, from ſpecious preten- 
ces, when his preſence is abſolutely neceſſary 
for an end its being arrived at which he would 
defeat, or to ſerve one party to the prejudice 
of another, or to pleaſe one or more members 
of the court or ſociety under whoſe influence 
he is. And this temptation of ftaying 'away, 
Satan will ply, when by it he has the proſpect 
of preventing good, or accompliſhing evil. .He 
tempts clerks to deſtroy records or minutes of 
a private or more public nature, of which by 
office they have the keeping, at the deſire of 
others, or to conceal their own failing in du- 
7, and thus to ſcreen themſelves from cen- 

Ire, which does vaſt hurt, has laſting, moſt 
pernicious conſequences, in the caſe of parti- 
cular perſons, ſocieties, or even the commu- 
nity; to break and falſify, in different reſpects 
and inſtances, the oath they ſwore for the 
faithful adminiſtration of their office; to diſ- 
eover the ſecrets of the community whom they 
ſerve, to their trouble and loſs in different re- 
gards; to give out falſe and de fective extracts 
of minutes, laws, determinations of court, to 
T3 ſerve 
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ſerve a turn and deceive, Satan ſuggeſting, 
that if the thing is diſcovered, the pretence of 
hurry and inadvertence in making out ſuch 
ess ſhall ſecure them from inconvenience, 
and even from blame; to unfit themſelves for 
due diſcharge of their office when a matter of 
2 importance, or what ſhould be hurt- 
ful to the intereſts of the kingdom of dark- 
neſs, is to be tranſacted, Satan deſigning to 
prevent or ſtop procedure in the court or fo- 
cicty, to embarraſs them, to bring a load 11 
on the character of the elerks, F ede 
their diſmiſſion from office, eſpecially if pear 
ſons of abilities, integrity, and worth; and a- 
mong other engines uſed for theſe purpoſes, 
by different arts attempting to make them 
drink to exceſs, and ſo inflame their paſſions, 
2s ſhall diſturb the rer and impede 
Fee exerciſe of it. 
$ 8. The apoſtate ſpirit, the author, preſer- 
ver, romoter of the myſtery of iniquity, will 
not to tempt controllers of accounts, to 
neglect to uſc ſome at leaſt of the means requi- 
fite in order to their being fitted for the due 
diſcharge of ſo important a truſt, whence they 
thould not be capable to. do juſtice to all con- 
cerned, in ſome inſtances at leaſt, how much 
- ſoever diſpoſed ;, to perform that office with 
_ negligence, burry, and fuperficialneſs, in pro- 
Portion to the moment of the buſineſs he then 
tranſacts. He tempts one to make attendance 
on his place, and what he does as. the duty of 
it, in great meaſure, if not altogether, matter 
af mere form; to inſpect accounts of thoſe he 
bas recommended, has ſet up, is difpofed to 
9 0 does favour i in * ways that if there 
| are 
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are ſlips or groſſer faults in them, he may paſs 
over them, and thus the clerk remain unquar- 
relled, or if the thing any how comes to be 
diſcovered, he may ſay in his own juſtifica- 
tion, he did not obſerve it; to examine the 
book of one he does not affect, or would get 
quit of and diſmiſs, with exactneſs to the de- 
gree of rigour, that if he ſhall find any the 
alleft pretext for it, he may exhibit an ac- 
cuſation againſt him, and puſh it in what man- 
ner he inclines, or how far the cafe will poſ- 
fibly admit; to agree with a clerk, that he 
| ſhall ſtate facts or accounts, not according to 
truth, to ſerve the perſonal intereſt: of both, 
or of himſelf ſingly, while he encourages and 
determines him to act that criminal part, by 
aſſuring him he will take all methods to pre- 
vent diſcovery, or at leaſt effectually to ſcreen 
him from cenſure ; to pretend he has regular- 
ly gone through papers or accounts which he 
did not ſo much as look into, eſpecially when 
it ſhould have been a troubleſome taſk, and 


he is ſatisfied there is no hazard of the thing By 


its being known, or his falling under 'incon- 
Venience or imputation on the account; to put 
ſuch a gloſs upon blunders, or unfair dealing, 
found in things audited by him, that it ſhall 
probably eſcape the notice of ſuperiors, be 
diſcoverable by them with utmoſt difficulty, if 
at all, and that from conſideration of his own 
ſelfiſh ends in one or more regards; to make 
alterations and additions in what is the object 
of his office, which clerks dared not adven- 
ture upon, how willing, how deſirous ſoever, 
to impoſe upon them to whom both: he and 
they are accountable, to ſerve various ſiniſter 
9 | i 
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purpoſes ; to allow himſelf, by fear and threat- 
enings, to be fo overawed as to neglect to do 
fome part at leaſt of his duty; to connive at 
frauds, and ſuffer them to paſs and continue 
when known, from ſoftneſs of nature, indo- 
lence of temper, and thence averſeneſs to un- 
dergo the oppoſition, reflections, trouble, un- 
eaſineſs poſtibly or certainly to be encounter- 
ed, on making diſcovery, and in obtaining 
juſtice to be done in the matter; to take ad- 
vantage of ignorance, inobſervance, precipi- 
tance of ſuperiors, to whom he is accounta- 
ble, for hood winking them, that they may not 
obſerve, and animadvert upon failings in of- 
fice, miſcarriages, breach of truſt, in perſons. 
the objects of his inſpection, or in himſelf, 
What was before hinted in this kind reſpected 
their management of things, this does their 
artful dealing with perſons. He tempts to give 
a vaſt deal of needleſs trouble to thoſe above 
him, thoſe below him, or both, with deſign 
to ſooth his own vanity, or vent his ſpleen a- 
gainſt them, becauſe he has been lighted or 
injured by them, or ſuppoſes it without ground; 
to make ſtrict inquiries and — cams 
and repreſentations in fome inſtances, that he 
may be credited in other caſes when he affirms 
he has done what he had neglected, and never 
may fall under ſuſpicion at any ſeaſon on any 
account; to engage one or more of his conſt 
tuents, or thoſe to whom he is ſubjected, to 
 patrouize him, and thoſe under him, in what 
is ſome how wrong, by linking, in artful ways, 
his and their pretended or ſeeming intereſt ſtill 
more cloſely together; to act ſuch a part in 
one or other reſpect known hy he 
OF IE as wa 
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ſuperintends, that he mall not dare to exhibit 
complaint againſt them, how great, how juſt 
reaſon foever there is for it, leſt they ſhould 
expoſe, if not ruin him. Satan will no doubt 
ply this temptation, try this method, with all 
_ afliduity, becauſe he knows, this point gained, 
he bids fair to lay the controller under abſo- 
hate incapacity to diſcharge his duty, how ca- 
pable, how deſirous ſoever to be found in prac- 
tice of it, and effectually to cover a myſtery of 
iniquity, which the controller was bound to 
diſcloſe, and otherwiſe ſhould have laid open. 
He tempts one to become a keen party-man in 
public diſputes or differences of whatever kind, 
that it may influence him, render him partial 
in performance of his office, and another to 
give up his office on account of reflections, 
difficulties, inconveniencies, he has oft to en- 
counter, and is peſtered with, in diſcharge of 
it, when the tempter knows he is a perſon of 
— conſcience, faithfulneſs, capacity, merit, and 
is aware one no way equal to him in any of 
theſe reſpects, or of an entirely different cha- 
racter, is very likely to ſucceed him. There 
is not the ſmalleſt doubt, Satan has vaſt hand 
in the reſignations of men properly qualified 
for their offices, or their being turned out of 
_— not only in reſpect of this, but of e- 
very other, and perſons being put in their 
places who ſhall want capacity or integrity to 
diſcharge them ſuitably, or if the manner choſe 
have done. 
1 Temptations ating be proceſ- % 
ſes and trials were lightly, ſcarce at all, before 
touched. . For that reaſon, an extenſive dien 0 


of oy ſhall now be attempted. e 
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The grand deceiver may be ſuppoſed, or 
actually does, tempt pannels, if innocent, from 
fear of what ſhall follow, to uſe indirect fool- 
1th means for getting off, and freeing them - 
ſelves, by which their confinement ſhall be 
rendered much more grievous, they will be 
rendered obnoxious to chaſtiſement or puniſh- 
ment, different from that connected with the 
crime with which they are charged, and will 
run perhaps the greateſt hazard to be caſt when 
tried. He produces, if permitted, ſuch con- 
fuſion in their minds, when examined, by work- 
ing upon animal nature, and in other ways, 
that their ſpirits. evidently, it may be ſudden» 
ly, are depreſſed, their tongues faulter, their 
countenances are abaſhed, they loſe reflection, 
contradict themfelves in leſſer circumſtances, 
or even in things of greateſt weight in the que - 
ſtion; whence it is, they are inſtantly ſtrongly. 
ſuſpected of guilt, if not peremptorily conclu- 
ded by all to be guilty, while altogether inno- 
cent. So dangerous a thing is it to judge from 
appearances only. Let none think a . 
tion has been made not to be admitted; for 
Satan, not reſtrained, can do all mentioned, and 
a great deal more: and there is reaſon to be- 
lieve, the day of judgement will declare mul- 
titudes of innocent perſons were condemned, 
guilty men abſolved, through the cunning and 
agency of him who was a murderer and a liar 
from the beginning, even where judges and o- 
thers concerned were diſpoſed to do juſtice in 
the caſes. Nor is what has been ſuggeſted any 
imputation upon Providence : for beſides that 
God is an abſolute ſovereign, arbiter. of life 
and death, he may by ſuch — 
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niſh perſons innocent of what they are con- 
demned for, on account of other crimes or wic- 
kedneſſes they have perpetrated ; and reſerve 
the guilty abſolved to undergo puniſhment to 
them more grievous, or in circumſtances and 
conſequences more exemplary; or to be in- 
ſtruments of executing ſome wiſe purpoſes of 
his, or to receive from him faith in the Re- 
deemer, and repentance not to be repented of. 
He tempts thoſe conſcious of innocence, ſo far 
to preſume upon it, that they treat the judges 
in an unbecoming manner, which may have 
fatal effects; or, in the oppoſite extreme, to 
plead guilty, if they think there is the high- 
_ eſt probability in that event to obtain remiſ- 
fron. This they do to be ſoon ſet at liberty. 
Satan propoſes by it to have them condemned, 
or alſo executed, or, if not, to render them in- 
famous and odious while they live in this 
world. He beguiles one to uſe other or un- 
ſuitable methods, perhaps unjuſtinable ones, 
to get clear of a trial; becauſe, if even ſucceſſ- 
ful, it ſhould be attended with laſting incon- 
veniencies, or fix a fiigma” upon him; while 
he knew, that a fair trial ſhould have been ab- 
ſolutely ſafe for him, would have in its pro- 
greſs and iflue cleared his character from im- 
putations, not only in the matter for which 


be was arraigned, but it may be alſo in other 


to him very important regards. He tempts to 
diſoblige or irritate the perfon or perſons who 


are to plead in his defence, that they may be 


provoked to deal unfairly in his caſe, to give 
him up, while they eaſily could get him pro- 
nounced not guilty; to lay the main ſtreſs of 
what he ſhall any how foy for himſelf, on 

N | things 
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things which avail him little or nothing, the 


artful fiend, at the ſame time, by every me- 
thod diverting his attention from what ſhould 
be of the greateſt weight and influence for his 
effectual vindication, ſo that he entirely over- 
looks it, does not at all improve it as he might 
and ſhould; to diftruſt all. who are in any re- 


ſpect concerned in his trial and judgement; to 


have jealoufies of them, and formidable ap- 
prehenſions concerning them and their de- 
. Ggns, by which he is made to act ſuch part 


toward them as may be attended with hurtful, 


or even fatal conſequences, or at leaſt is inca- 


pacitated to acquit himſelf with any ſuitable- 


neſs, or as otherwiſe he ſhould have done, 


when his all for this world perhaps was at 


ſtake; to attempt making repriſals upon per- 
ſons by whom they have been brought into 
trouble, even while not yet out of it, the grand 
point in their own caſe not being brought to an 


iſſue, that this conduct may cauſe · or cheriſh 


ſuſpicion of their guilt, raiſe them enemies, 


increaſe the keenneſs and virulence of thoſe 


already ſuch, make them loſe their friends, 
and render thoſe cool and remiſs in their cauſe 
and behalf who continue ſuch; to ſpeak in 
court what in various reſpects, on ſeveral ac- 
counts, may hurt their righteous cauſe; to 
afſert innocence in a manner that may bring 
under ſuſpicion. and imputation of guilt, or 


has evidently ſuch tendency. He ſuggeſts to 
them, when under_ examination, or about to 


| ſpeak, a conſideration which at firſt ſight has 
the moſt plaufible appearance of greatly tend- 
ing to exculpate them, which yet at bottom is 

„„ | | | 'A 
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' a contradiction to ſome part of their defences, 
or ſhould ſome how embarraſs. 1 
$ 10. It may be preſumed, Satan, a mur- 
derer from the beginning, tempts pannels, when 
guilty, to deny to the laſt the crime they have 
_ perpetrated, after, as well as before, full evi- 
dence has been brought in court of their guilt, 
The tempter deſigns, by the temptation com- 
lied with, to ruin them eternally, ſoul and 
dy. 'To make them fall in with it, he works 
on their pride, and cauſes think, on perſiftin 
in denial, they ſhall obtain a remiſſion; an 
when there is no further hope of that, per- 
ſuades them confeflion would now be out of 
time to do them ſervice, and therefore it is 
berter, becauſe more for their honour, to lay 
thoughts of it aſide. Thus he makes them go 
down to the grave, and into the pit, with a 
lie in their right hand; a grievous addition to 
guilt contracted by the crimes they had com- 
mitted. He furniſhes them with artful expe- 
dients to get free, if perſons of ſpecial dexte- 
rity in committing wickedneſſes, that he may 
do more hurt, and promote the intereſts of 
his kingdom by them, when at liberty. In 
order to this, he will try to intimidate the 
witneſſes called from giving evidence againſt 
them, or to cauſe them contradict themſelves, 
or one another; will work on the compaſſion 
of the jury and judges, and uſe every other 
method for their diſmiſſion without trial, or 
their being acquitted. He provides them 
with a ſtock of impudence, by which they 
ſhall do much to diſconcert every perſon who 
gſks them queſtions, or to whom, concerned 
in their proſecution, —_ have acceſs to mw | 
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while it is carried on. He works on their ſpi- 
Tits, or by different means influences them in 
ſuch manner, that they ſhew ſo much ſedate- 
- neſs and indifference, as appears a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption of their innocence, and may be apt 
to prejudice juries and judges in their favour, 
in a degree that has a tendency to bias them in 
judgement. He ſuggeſts things by which, 
with great addreſs, they ſhall darken the caſe, 
and obſtruct truth its being come at to their 


condemnation. He ſo ingroſſes their time and 


thoughts with artful contrivances to clude the 
law, and to make their eſcape from confine- 
ment, that the concerns of the ſoul, and the 
eternal world, are altogether neglected. He 
tempts them to ſeek to ſecure themſelves, or 
to preſerve their lives, by accuſing the inno- 
cent, or diſcovering accomplices in wickedneſs 
far leſs guilty than themſelves, and who now 
have given up with ſuch practices, perhaps 
from a different turn of mind, or a gracious 
change produced in them; or to put an end 
to their own lives before trial, becauſe they 
cannot bear thoughts of ſtanding it, being 
caſt, and undergoing the conſequences, which 
they reſt aſſured will be the caſe; or to make 
themſelves away after condemned, to avoid the 
pain and ſhame of a public execution, or pu- 
blic infamy, when death is not the puniſhment, 
Thus to make ſure of their dwelling for ever 
with him in the pit of hell, he hurries them off 
the world by a preſumptuous act of horrid 
tranſgreſſion, the greateſt fin againſt the ſe- 
cond table of the law, not one inſtance occur- 
ring in ſcripture of its ever having been com- 
mitted by a good man. He prompts to at- 
7 tempt 
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tempt eſcaping, by murder of whomſoever 
ſhall ſtand in way of it. Satan aims thereby 
to precipitate perſons unexpectedly into the e- 
ternal world; to bring a freſh load of guilt on 
the criminal's head, if he ſhall eſcape, and to 
render him, in that event, more bold and da- 
ring in wickedneſs; or to haſten his execu- 
tion, if he fails of regaining liberty, that place 
of repentance, and time for it, may not be 
had; and it may be believed, he will ply the 
priſoner with this temptation, when like to be- 
come thoughtful about his ſoul, and the con- 
cerns of the eternal world, and really concerned 
to attain peace with God through Chriſt. When 
fully and particularly confeſſing his fins, at 
leaſt thoſe that are groſs and notour, to the 
Lord, perhaps alſo to men, Satan perſuades 
him, "that thereby he makes atonement to a 
holy God for his offences; and thus makes 
him overlook the ſacrifice of Chriſt, and ne- 
gle& improvement of it; and thence to ruin 
his ſoul eternally, when he apprehends he in- 
fallibly has attained pardon of all his ſins, and 
ſhall go to heaven at laſt. He excites to apply 
by friends, relations, or others, for a reprieve 
or remiſſion, buoys them up with expectation it 
ſhall certainly be obtained, and fixes the mind ſo 
upon thoſe ſchemes, that the matter of his ſalva- 
tion is altogether forgot. He leads the criminal 
to endeavour to prevail with aſſociates in that 
for which he is condemned, or other crimes or 
exceſſes, to reſeue him from the hands of ju- 
ſtice, out of priſon, or when carried to execu- 
tion, or to hire others to do it; and the grand 
deceiver will aſſure him, the attempt once ſet 
on _ cannot poſlibly fail of ſucceeding ; by 
THAI which 
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which he renders him ſo ſecure of eſcaping, 
that charitable efforts to awaken his conſcience, 
and affect him with his condition in reſpect of 
the things of God, are loſt upon him, and he 
puts the evil day far away, till, when he has 
the immediate proſpect of a future world, he 


begins to think of it quite too late, altogether 


in vain. He prompts them, from ſpite, to 
diſcover ſecrets, to the knowledge of which 
they have ſomehow come, and which can an- 
ſwer no good end, to the trouble of indivi- 
duals, or ſocieties. He ſuggeſts to them craf- 
ty expedients for ſo gaining upon the affections 
of a keeper, as to prevail with him to ſuffer 
them to eſcape; or if that will not do, to put 
him out of the way in ſuch manner, that it 
ſhall be eaſy for them to accompliſh it. He 
produces in them daring boldnefs, and con- 
tempt of death, as what muſt be undergone 
ſome time, and will bring to a period all their 
misfortunes and miſeries, without at all conſi- 
dering its conſequences, by which they barden 
elves in rebellion againſt the Lord, and 
become proof againſt any thing like deſire 

to be prepared for entering into eternity. 
It was judged proper in this place to men- 
tion temptations with which Satan plies pan- 
nels wha are guilty before impannelled, betwixt 
condemnation and execution, as well as during 
trial, which alone ſtrictly was the point now to 
be diſcuffed. 4 | . 
9 11. Satan, it is to be apprehended, tempts 
pleaders in criminal proceſſes and trials to act 
with abſolute indifference when mens charac- 
ters and lives are in queſtion, to conduct them- 
ſelves as if theſe were to be made matter of a- 
muſement; 


muſement; to plead, in the moſt firenuous 
manner, for preſervation of the lives of per- 
ſons evidently and moſt atrociouſly guilty, and 
who, by all laws, divine and human, deſerve 
to die, and that becauſe they have received 
money from them, or their friends, or expect it, 
or hope to have ſpecial ſervices done them by the 
one or other; to give up the innocent, known 
to be ſuch, to pleaſe the proſecutors, or judges, 
who would have him condemned, or from 
ſome other baſe motive, by which the guilt of 
the action, moſt criminal in itſelf, is highly 
aggravated ; to make perſons ſuffer for ſobrie- 
ty and religion, by pleading faintly for ſuch 
when arraigned, as they may be upon flight 
grounds, for no reaſon; to plead for the pan- 
nel with leſſer or greater earneſtneſs and 
ſtrength, as his fee or reward is more or leſs; 
a horrid iniquity, becauſe common | humanity 
obliged him to exert himſelf to the utmoſt for 
fuch perſon, on undertaking his defence, whe- 
ther he ſhould receive gratuity for ſo doing 
or not; to inſnare one innocently accuſed, 
who adviſes with him, or has retained him ta 
plead his cauſe, or whom he is appointed to 
defend, by what directions he gives him, under 

retence and appearance of favouring him, and 
. — g how he may free himſelf; to ſuggeſt 
to the criminal unlawful arts and contrivances 
for getting himſelf diſengaged, among others 
that of accuſing the innocent, or charging ac- 
_ eomplices in what he is tried for, or other 

things, to be much more deeply guilty than 
indeed they are; to exert himſelf to the ut- 
moſt to get a perſon falſely accuſed, or flight - 
ly guilty, againſt whom he pleads for the crown 


or 


_ 
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or ſupreme magiſtrate, condemned, from re- 
ſentment he, or ſome perfons with whom he 
ſtands connected, has againſt the pannel, or 
ſome of his friends or relations; to get a cri- 
minal, who moſt juſtly deſerves death, and is 
+ atrocioufly wicked, declared not guilty, by 

impoſing upon the ignorance of judges, or a 
jury, in that particular circumſtanced cafe at 
leaſt, or taking advantage of their inattention 
and inobſervance to deceive them, and lead 
them into a wrong determination, the tempt- 
er defigning to preſerve the perſon to be a 
fit inſtrument to perpetrate manifold acts 
of wickedneſs in time to come; to uſe unju- 
_ ſtifiable indirect methods, moſt artfully diſgui- 
ſed, ſo as to be ſcarce diſcernible by judges or 
a jury, at leaft without ctoſeſt obſervation, 
for confounding witnefles in exhibiting teſti- 
mony againſt the truly guilty perſon, whoſe 
cauſe he manages, and cauſing them to con- 
tradict themſelves, that their evidence may be 
rejected, and the guilty by ſuch means may e- 
ſcape the puniſhment the juſt demerit of his 
crimes 3 to undertake the cauſe of every the 
moſt notourly guilty pannel, and profligately 
wicked perſon, without exception, who applies 
to him, and to plead their cauſe, act for them, 
with the fame zeal he does for the moſt inno- 
cent and — 6 Satan aims, by making 
him ſo act, to render him juſtly contemptible, 


cauſe him contract great guilt, and do what 
may have diſmal conſequences, ſuch as have 
been, and others that might be mentioned. 
He leads them to improve informality in a libel. 
for getting a criminal diſmiſſed from the bar, 
hom for his crime the ſovereign judge of the 


univerſe 
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univerſe has devoted to death, and who, on 
being ſet at liberty, would be a ſingular peſt 
to ſociety. He cauſes them, if he can, to 
catch at any ſhadow of advantage for getting 
him cleared whom the righteous judge of all 

the earth would have condemned, chat if no- 
thing elſe that is bad ſhould follow, contempt = 
may at leaſt be poured on his ee in chat 
inſtance. _ 

„ Satan, the father of injuſtice and 
_ cruelty, both abomination in the eyes of a ho- 
ly God, may or does tempt judges, when en- 
gaged. in criminal proceſſes, to condemn the 
innocent, through inactivity of temper, and 
thence averſeneſs to inform themſelves of the 
true ſtate of the caſe, the grounds upon which 
the perſon ſhould ſtand acquitted; to paſs ſen⸗- 
tence againſt the guiltleſs, to ſatisfy the paſſion 
of revenge in themſelves, to pleaſe men who 
would have the perſon run down and ruined, 
to promote their own ſuppoſed intereſt, from 
fear of perſons in high ſtations, who bave i in- 
tereſted themſelves in the caſe, demand this of 
them, and ſhould be apt to reſent their acting 
a contrary, a juſt part; to overawe juries, and 
order them to bring in innocent perſons guil- 
ty, threaten them if they do not, hector and 
banter them when they delay and refuſe to do 
it, and never to give over to deal with them by 
all poſſible methods, till they intimidate them, 
and prevail with them to act t t criminal cruel 
part. N 
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